
Russo Story of Kennedy 'Plot' 
Is 	rkel by Discrepancies ,, , NEW ORLE S, La. ?All) — ioriary shooting and "triangu- . Kennedy was killed in Dallas Pen- 	',d  Russo, who lation of crossfire." 	 Nov. 22, 1963—two months after ft -I arerrtegnifarvey But in an interview earlier the alleged meeting in Ferrie's 

Oswald and two others plot to with a Baton Rouge television apartment. The Warren Com-assassinate President John F. station, Russo said he never mission decided that Oswald Kennedy, faces cross-examina- came forth with his informa- was the lone assassin and there lion today by defense lawyers. Lion before because, "I left it to was no credible evidence of any Counsel for Clay L. Shaw. a professionals...when they came conspiracy. 
wealthy businessman arrested out with Oswald was the man. 1  
by Dist. Atty. Jim Garrison on a Then I forgot it." 	 Shaw Denies Charges 
charge of conspiring with Os- Russo told the court that Shaw is the only alleged con-wald and David W. Ferrie to Ferrie proposed flying the gets_ spirator still alive. Oswald was murder Kennedy, put off their way plane into Mexico to refuel shot to death by Jack Ruby two 

could study scholastic and busi- 
questions yesterday until they for a  flight to Cuba. Russo said days after the assassination and 

Shaw interrupted to say that as Ferrie died in bed Feb. 22. The ness records of Russo. 	soon as the shots were fired coroner ruled the death due to 
Before court reopened, mys- "the world would know about natural causes. 

tery surrounding this "cont- it," and there would be no way - Shaw, 54, a onetime Army dential informant" thickened, 	to get the plane out of Mexico. major who was decorated in 
Russo quoted Oswald as telling World War II, has denied taking 

Shaw to "shut up. Leave him part in any conspiracy. 
(Ferrie) alone. He knows what Russo's name does not appear 
he's talking about. He's the pi- in federal records of the in- lot." 	 vestigation of the assassination. 

But when Russo was asked by Shaw was investigated and 
a newsman earlier whether he cleared by the FBI late in 1963, 
thought Ferrie might have had according to Atty. Gen. Ramsey anything to do with the assassi- Clark, who said Sunday he did 
nation, he replied: "Well, that I not think Garrison would sue-don't know and it would be just teed in proving a conspiracy. .. speculation. 	

Russo was the fdin-th witness 
"It's Only Conjecture" 	to.testify yesterday at the open- 

.. ing of the preliminary hearing 
"Dave Ferrie had the ability for Shaw. The hearing is being because of a keen min.  d and held to determine whether the 

ability to drive an airplane. district attorney has sufficient Now whether he would have districtto hold Shaw for trial. 
used that is another thin It's 

Speaking so rapidly and indis-only conjecture." 
tinctly that court reporters Russo has said he did not asked him to slow down, Russo get in touch with Garrison until' told his story with his eyes fixed two days after Ferrie's death— on Garrison. 

when he saw a newspaper pic-
ture of Ferrie. He said he had 

That is the date on which Gar-
rison announced he had 
"solved" the case. And Russo 
apparently is a major witness in 
Garrison's case—perhaps he's 
the "confidential informant" 
who, according to Garrison's 
application for a warrant to 
search Shaw's house, confirmed 
while under influence of "truth 
serum" that he overheard the 
plot to murder Kennedy. 

Other ponderables: Russo told 
a newsman that Ferrie jokingly 
posed the question of assassinat-
ing the president to him, "that 
if he and I could do it . . . it 
could be done." In the same in-
terview Russo said he first met 
Ferrie when he broke off Fer-
rie's friendship with another 
boy. Russo added, "At that time 
Dave made a personal threat 
against my life." 

Tells Newsman Otherwise 
There were these discrepan-

cies: 
Russo, 25, an insurance 

salesman from Baton Rouge, 
told the court he was in the 
apartment of Ferrie here in 
September 1963 and listened to 
the three men conspire to kill 
the President and escape. 

But two weeks ago, shortly 
after Ferrie died of what the 
coroner termed natural causes 
and Garrison maintained was 
suicide, Russo told a newsman 
from New Orleans television 
station WDSU that Ferrie never 
mentioned Oswald's name to 
him, adding, "I had never heard 
of Oswald until on television. . 
. ahh . the assassination." 

Russo gave detail in court 
of the meeting in Ferrie's apart-
ment, saying the plot involved 
sacrificing one man to allow the 
others to make a getaway, a 
possible flight to Cuba, diver- 

h not then heard from Garrison, he knew as "Clem Bertrand" in  
1963. 

Under Garrison's questioning, 
Russo described the meeting 
this way: 

"The party dwindled away 
ave Ferrie began the conver-
atiolic pugJssui. and forth 
nd 	g to Bertrand and Os- 
ald 	Ferrie wore baggy 
ants. Oswald was dirty, as 
a, and half shaven. He wore 
pullover shirt that was not a 
shirt. Bertrand was the only 

ne dressed what I'd call decent. 
e wore a maroon jacket." 
This is Russo's account in 

court, basically in his own 
words: 

Dave Ferrie began the con- 
versation, acin ba 	rte 
and talkie 	ran an 	s- 
wald. The discussion centered 
around an assassination of 

See PROBE. Page A-3 

He identified Shaw as a man 
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C
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age A
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P
resid

en
t K

en
n
ed
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 an

d
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o
w

 it 
w

o
u
ld

 h
av

e to
 u

se d
iv

ersio
n
ary

 
tactics. T

h
ere w

o
u
ld

 b
e tw

o
 to

 
three people involved. 

O
ne W

ould B
e "S

capegoat" 
O

n
e p

erso
n

 w
o

u
ld

 sh
o

o
t th

e 
d
iv

ersio
n
ary

 sh
o
t an

d
 th

e o
th

er 
w

o
u

ld
 sh

o
o

t th
e "g

o
o

d
 sh

o
t." 

O
n

e m
an

 w
o

u
ld

 h
av

e to
 b

e th
e 

"scap
eg

o
at." F

errie talk
ed

 o
f 

"trian
g

u
latio

n
 o

f cro
ssfire." 

B
ertran

d
 listen

ed
 d

u
rin

g
 th

is 
p
h
ase. F

errie talk
ed

 ab
o
u
t th

e 
av

ailab
ility

 o
f ex

its. F
errie h

ad
 

tw
o
 p

ro
p
o
sals—

o
n
e m

an
 sacri-

ficed
 w

o
u
ld

 g
iv

e en
o
u
g
h
 tim

e 
fo

r th
e
 th

e
 o

th
e
rs to

 e
sc

a
p

e
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F
errie w

as th
e p

ilo
t. H

e said
 

they w
ould go to M

exico and on 
to

 B
razil an

d
 th

en
 o

n
 to

 C
u
b
a. 

O
r they w

ould go direct to C
uba. 

B
ertran

d
 in

terru
p

ted
 to

 say
 as 

so
o
n
 as th

e sh
o
t w

as fired
 th

e 
w

o
rld

 w
o
u
ld

 k
n
o
w

 ab
o
u
t it an

d
 

they could not get a plane out of 
M

ex
ico

. B
ertran

d
 said

 
he 

and 
F

errie w
o

u
ld

 h
av

e to
 b

e in
 th

e 
p
u
b
lic ey

e o
n
 th

e d
ay

 o
f th

e as-
sassination. 

F
e
rrie

 th
e
n
 sa

id
 h

e
 w

o
u
ld

 
m

ak
e a sp

eech
 at S

o
u

th
eastern

 
L

ouisiana S
tate C

ollege in H
am

-
m

o
n
d
. B

ertran
d
 said

 h
e w

o
u
ld

 
g

o
 to

 th
e W

est C
o

ast fo
r h

is 
com

pany on business. 
It w

as h
ere, after G

arriso
n

 
had built R

usso's testim
ony to a 

h
ig

h
 p

itch
, th

at h
e ask

ed
 R

u
sso

 
to

 step
 d

o
w

n
 fro

m
 th

e stan
d
, 

w
alk

 to
 th

e m
an

 h
e k

n
ew

 as 
B

ertran
d
 an

d
 p

lace h
is h

an
d
 

o
v

er th
at m

an
's h

ead
. 

R
u

sso
 stro

d
e firm

ly
 aro

u
n

d
 

th
e d

efen
se tab

le, sto
p
p
ed

 b
e-

h
in

d
 C

lay
 S

h
aw

 an
d
 p

laced
 h

is 
h
an

d
 p

alm
 d

o
w

n
w

ard
 ab

o
u
t 

eig
h
t in

ch
es o

v
er S

h
aw

's h
ead

. 
S

haw
, holding a cigarette, gazed 

straig
h
t at th

e ju
d
g
es' b

en
ch

. 
H

e w
as slu

m
p
ed

 in
 th

e ch
air, 

but rigid. T
he court recessed. 

A
fter the three-judge panel of 

C
rim

in
al D

istrict C
o

u
rt ju

d
g

es 
reco

n
v

en
ed

, R
u

sso
 co

n
tin

u
ed

 
th

is sto
ry

, b
ack

track
in

g
 u

n
d
er 

G
arriso

n
s' q

u
estio

n
s: 

O
sw

ald
 to

o
k

 p
art in

 th
e co

n
-

v
ersatio

n
 ab

o
u

t ex
its. F

errie 
w

as talk
in

g
 ab

o
u
t w

h
ere an

d
 

w
h
at sto

p
s w

o
u
ld

 b
e m

ad
e o

n
 

the w
ay to B

razil or C
uba. B

er-
tran

d
 said

 th
ey

 co
u
ld

n
't leav

e 
th

e co
u
n
try

 b
ecau

se th
e w

o
rld

 
w

o
u

ld
 k

n
o

w
 o

f th
e assassin

a-
tion. 

O
sw

ald
 said

, "O
h
, sh

u
t u

p
. 

L
eav

e h
im

 (F
errie) alo

n
e. H

e 
k
n
o
w

s w
h
at h

e's talk
in

g
 ab

o
u
t. 

H
e's th

e p
ilo

t." 
B

ertran
d
 an

sw
ered

, "A
s far 

as I'm
 concerned, he's a w

ashed-
up pilot." 

T
ells of "A

 S
olution" 

F
errie o

ffered
 a so

lu
tio

n
 th

at 
the people involved should be in 
th

e p
u
b
lic ey

e an
d
 b

e aro
u
n
d
 a 

lot of 
people w

ho could testify 
la

te
r th

e
y
 w

e
re

 a
t su

c
h
 a

n
d
 

such a place at such and such a 
tim

e. 
B

ertran
d

 said
 h

e w
o

u
ld

 b
e o

n
  th

e W
est C

o
ast. O

sw
ald

 said
 

nothing else. 
G

arrison stopped this testim
o-

n
y
 to

 ask
 w

h
eth

er R
u
sso

 ev
er 

saw
 O

sw
ald

 ag
ain

. R
u
sso

 said
 

he saw
 O

sw
ald tw

ice m
ore. 

"T
he first tim

e w
e m

et," R
us-

so
 said

, "O
sw

ald
 m

ad
e a crack

 
ab

o
u
t n

o
t w

an
tin

g
 m

e u
p
 th

ere 
(d

u
rin

g
 th

e co
n
sp

iracy
 d

iscu
s-

sio
n
). H

e
 se

e
m

e
d
 d

istu
rb

e
d
 

about the fact I w
as there. 

A
 R

ifle Is P
resen

ted
 

"T
h

e first o
ccasio

n
 I saw

 O
s-

w
ald

 (after th
e m

eetin
g
 in

 F
er-

rie's apartm
ent), he w

as w
iping 

or cleaning a rifle—
bolt action. 

It had a sight on it—
for hunting 

it lo
o
k
ed

 lik
e." 

G
arrison stopped R

usso, drew
 

a rifle fro
m

 b
en

eath
 th

e p
ro

se-
cu

tio
n
 tab

le, an
d
 p

laced
 it 

on 
th

e tab
le b

efo
re S

h
aw

's atto
r-

n
ey

s, F
. Irv

in
g

 D
y

m
o

n
d

, W
il-

liam
 W

eg
m

an
n
 an

d
 E

d
w

ard
 

W
egm

ann. T
he law

yers inspect-
ed

 th
e w

eap
o
n
. 

"T
ell us w

hatever sim
ilarities 

y
o

u
 m

ay
 o

r m
ay

 n
o

t see b
e-

tw
een this rifle and the one O

s- 

w
ald

 w
as h

o
ld

in
g
," G

arriso
n
 

asked R
usso. 

"T
he difference to m

y m
ind," 

said
 R

u
sso

, "is o
n
e en

d
 o

f th
e 

sight (on O
sw

ald's gun) w
as not 

n
early

 so
 b

u
b
b
le-sh

ap
ed

 as th
is 

g
u
n
. It h

a
d
 th

e
 sa

m
e
 b

o
lt 

m
ech

an
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. T
h
is is a p

o
lish

ed
 

brow
n stock and O

sw
ald's gun 

w
as a d

u
ll b

ro
w

n
." 

R
u

sso
 said

 th
e last tim

e h
e 

saw
 O

sw
ald

, h
e w

alk
ed

 in
to

 
F

errie's ap
artm

en
t an

d
 O

sw
ald

 
w

as tellin
g
 F

errie ab
o
u
t so

m
e 

trouble w
ith O

sw
ald's w

ife. 
"F

errie w
as tellin

g
 O

sw
ald

, 
`D

on't w
orry, I'll handle it.' A

nd 
I excused m

yself and left." 
T

h
e h

earin
g

 recessed
 after 

th
e d

efen
se filed

 th
ree m

o
tio

n
s 

fo
r w

rits o
f su

b
p
o
en

a. T
h
o
se 

su
b
p
o
en

aed
 w

ere th
e reg

istrar 
at T

u
lan

e U
n
iv

ersity
, w

h
ere 

R
u
sso

 d
id

 so
m

e u
n
d
erg

rad
u
ate 

stu
d
y
; th

e reg
istrar at L

o
y
o
la 

U
n
iv

ersity
, fro

m
 w

h
ich

 R
u
sso

 
receiv

ed
 h

is b
ach

elo
r's d

eg
ree 

an
d

 stu
d

ied
 law

 fo
r o

n
e y

ear; 
and the personnel m

anager for 
E

q
u
itab

le L
ife A

ssu
ran

ce C
o
., 

R
usso's em

ployer. 


