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ASSASSINATION 3/15 DA7 

NIGHT LD 

BY THOMAS K. HARVEY 

UNITED PRESS INTERNATIONAL 

NEW ORLEANS CUPI)--POLICE TIGHTENED SECURITY AT A PRELIMINARY 

HEARING FOR NEW ORLEANS BUSINESSMAN CLAY L. SHAW TUESDAY AFTER 

IT WAS REVEALED A PISTOL WAS FOUND NEAR THE COURTHOUSE AND A MAN 

HAD BEEN ARRESTED FOR DISTURBANCE IN IDE. 

SHAW Is ACCUSED OF CONSPIRACY TO ASSASSINATE PRESIDENT IC; 'V 

SM IS ACCUSED OF CONsPIRACY TO ASSASSINATE PRESIDENT KENNEDY. 

OFFICERS SAID THERE WAS NO APPARENT CONNECTION BETWEEN THE ARREST 

AND THE DISCOVERY OF THE GERmAN-MADE PISTOL IN A TRUCK AT A sERVICE 

STATION WHERE SHAW AND HIS ATTORNEY PARKED THEIR CAR TUESDAY. 

THE MAN ARRESTED WAS IDENTIFIED AS JArtts R. LIsCONBZ, 30. 

OFFICERS SAID HE W AS SEEN PUSHING NEWSMEN AND THREATENING TO "MAKE. 

NATIONAL HEADLINES IN NEW ORLEANS." 

DEFENSE ATTORNEYS GOT THEIR CHANCE TO CROSS-EXAMINE PERRY R. 

RUssOy THE STAR STATE WITNESS, WHO TESTIFIED TUnDAY IE T,JITNEsSED 

SHAW PLOTTING TO KILL PRESIDENT JOHN F. KENNEDY WITH L77 

HARVEY OSWALD AND DAVWD W. FERRIE IIti SEPTEMBEP. OF 1963. 

A 20 41AN FORCE OF DEPUTIES SE A?, CHED E VEr, YONE Err ER I NG THE COURTROOM 

WEDNESDAY. CITY POLICE WERE ADDED TO THE SECURITY FORCE. 

DEFENSE ATTORNEY F. IRVIN DYMOND SPENT THE EARLY PART OF HIS 

CROSS EXAMINATION QUESTIONING RUSS 0, A 25 	AR -OLD BATON ROUGE,  
LA., INSURANCE S ALES NAt'7, ABOUT HIS RELIGIOUS BELIEFS, PSYCHIATRIC 

TREATMENT, AND HIS RECORDS IN HIGH SCHOOL AND COLLEGE. 

PRESIDING JUDGE WILLIAM J. ISAGERT SAID sUBPOENAS HAD BEEN ISSUED 



FOR TELEVISION TAPES FROM STATIONS WPSU AND WVUE, INCLUDING ONE 

IN TIHICH RUSSO SAID TUO WEE KS AGO HE HAD "NEVER HEARD" OF OSWALD 

F ORE THENOV. 22, 1.353, ASS ASS IN AT I ON OF KENN 

PRESIDING JUDGE WILLI AM J. SAGERT :E.: AI 7 SUBP027.'MS HAD BEEN ISSUED 

FOR TELEVISION TAPES FROM S. TAT IONS • T-!rs.  u AND HVUE, INCLUDING ONE 

IN T.,711 ICE RUSSO SAID  TWO WEEKS 	0 HZ HAD "NEVER HEARD" OF OST:i ALD 

BEFORE THE NOV. 22, 1963, ASS AS IN AT I ON OF KErlm-,Dy IN DALLAS . 

HIS RECORDS 'Ron HIGH SCHOOL AND FRON TULANE AND LOYOLA 

UNIVERS IT I ES IN LOUIS' ANA ALSO UEP,E SUBPOENAED. 

AS RUS S 0 TOOK  THE STAND TIIF.DNESPAY, DYMOND ASKED 

" DO YOU BELIEVE IN G OD?" 

"IT WOULD DEPEND ON DEFINITION" RUSSO REPLIED. 

"HOW DO YOU DEFINE GOD?' DYMOND AS KED. 

"I DEFINE GOD AS TEE ENTITY OF THE UNI VER. `,-;E," RUSSO S AID.  
DYMOND ASKED HIM WHAT WAS THE SIGNIFICANCE OF HIS OATH TO TELL 

THE TRUTH, "SO HELP ME GOD," AND RUSSO REPLIED: 

"IT WOULD BE TO TELL THE TRUTH...." 

RUSSO ALSO TESTIFIED IN THE OPENING PHASES OF THE CROSS —EX AMIN AT ION 
THAT HIS MOTHER AND FATHER DID NOT GET ALONG WELL AND THAT HE 

UNDERWENT PSYCHIATRIC TREATMENT Ii 1959 AND 1950 AND HAD DISCUSSED 

PROBLEMS WITH PSYCHIATRISTS AT TIMES SINCE THEN. 

iJAGERT AND JUDGE MATTHEW BR ANI7 F FREQUENTLY SPOKE IN BEFORE 

711E NOON RECESS TO TELLDYNOND TO "GET ON WITH IT ." 

DYOMOND REPLIED HE WA:.-; TRYING TO SH A 

DYMOND REPLIED HE WAS TRYING TO SHAKE THE CREDIBILITY OF THE 
WITMT,ZZ RUT MArlIFF SAID, "YOU HAVE NOT CONTRADICTED HIM ON ANY 
MAJOR POINT OF HIS TESTIMONY." 

RUSSO, IN ADDITION TO THE INTER VIEU ON Ur:II, TOLD THE EATON 



ROUGE, LA., ST ATE TINES FEB. 24 THAT HE GOT IN TOUCH WITH 

GARRISON AFTER NOT I C I NG 7ERRIE 'S PICTURE IN THE PAPER As A RESULT 07 

DIST . ATTY. JIM GARRISON'S INVESTIGATION OF THE 1NNEDY 

AS  

THIS TIMS TWO DAYS AFT ER -ERR IE 1  THE FORMER AIRLINE PI LOT AND 

MYSTERY 'MAN GARRISON  CALLE D A "MAJOR FIGURE" . IN THE PROBE, WAS 

FOUND DEAD IN HIS NEW ORLEANS APARTMENT 07 A BRAIN HEMORRHAGE. 

AT THAT TINE, GARRISON HAD BEEN SAYING FOR SOME TIE THAT HE HAD 

UNCOVERED IMPORTANT NEW INFOP,MAT ION ON THE ASSASSINATION. 

IN THE NEWSPAPER INTERVIEW, aUss0 SAID  rZRRIE TOLD HI :.I ONCE 

"WE ' RE G OING TO GET" KENNEDY. BUT HE DID NOT MENr I OM ANYTHING ABOUT 

THE PLOT IN MID -SEPTEMBER OF 1963. 

IN THE '..YD1"; U INTERVIEW, HE SAID  HE HAD NEVET:',. rtvam OSWALD "UNTIL  

I SAN HIM ON T FIE VIZI ON," PRESUMABLY AFTER THE DALLAS ASS ASS I NATI ON. 

THE WARREN COMMISSION CONCLUDED 0.7::!7.4'1D WAS THE LONE ASSASSIN 07 

tia NNE DY. 

IN AN AFFIDAVIT FILED IN NEW ORLEANS FOR A 7.,7 ARRANT TO SE ARCH 

SHAW' 3 APARTMENT, G ARRIS ON IS OFFICE SAID  A "CONFIDENTIAL  INFOR MANT" 

WITNESSED THE SEPTEMBER MEETING AND HIS STORY WAS VERIFIED BY 

"TRUTH SER UN." 

STEVE DERBY, RUSSO'S ROOMMATE, AT BATON ROUGE, SAID RUSSO TOLD 

HIM HZ TOOK TRUTH SERUM DURING QUEST I ONING BY GARRISON.  

RUSSO TESTI'? IE D TUESDAY THAT SHAW, FERRIE AND OSWALD PLOTTED 

THE ASS ASSINATION IN DETAIL, DISCUSSING "TRIANGULATION OF CROSSFIRE" AND 

ARGUING OVER WHETHER IT WOULD BE BEST TO TRY TO ESCAPE BY AIR. 

HE SAID " CLEM BERTRAND," WHOM HE IDENTIFIED AS SHAW, SAID IT 

WOULD BE FUTILE TO TRY TO ESC APE AND THAT THE CONSPIRATORS NOT AT THE 

ACTUAL KILLING SHOULD BE ELSEWHERE AND "IN THE PUBLIC EYE." 

RUSSO TESTIFIED SHAW SAID HE WOULD BE ON THE WEST COAST 01'! 



BUS I NES S 

SHAW WAS VISITING A BUSINESS GROUP PT SAN FRANCISCO THE DAY 

INNE DY WAS ASS AS SI MATED. A SAN FRANCISCO OFFICIAL OF THE 

ORGANIZATION SAID II: APPEARED TO BE AS STUNTED BY THE TRAGEDY "AS WE 

WERE ." 
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