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"Wid Canda" show taped for CTV 2/4/75; Release Zaprudor Film; Confirmation my Russell
Ixporicnce w 2/5/85

CIV taped three fill 20 minute segmunts of which mine was the first. They actually
run about 17 minut:s as aired.

It went well, Don Newman, Wash bureau chief, had taken the time to read WW Iv, I
think his assistant,Gravelle, who was there, also had.

X One of the questions Newman askel uc was about my relationship with Russell and
his doubts~ how even he cawe to bo on the Commission.

After my day's taping was done I went off the astuge and to the back of the large
studio. Ex-Sengtor Lugene lcCarthy, who was to fol.ow me, was standing there tallkdng to
Gravelle and others. When I walked up he came over to me, put his amm around me, and told
us all that Ruséell had told him the sume story avout how he came to be a member of the
Comnission. He was still talidng, adding deteils, when he was called to be on.

(At about that point Semator Bill Brock, who was the third, came in and introduced
hinself. When hu got settled I went over and spoke to him about the potential for more
hara to Tennessec if it continucs on the course it has followed after the coming decision,.
Brock was indifferent and said he had had no connection with it. I told him that my pure
pose in speaking to him was to lot those of influence within the State be aware of the
added and unnecess,ry hurt to the State if its attitude toward the misdeeds of the past
did not change. He could not have cared leas.)

MoCarthy came up to me after his segment to tell me to stay in touch, he was interested.

I told hin that when he had introduced a CIA-~investigation resoultion about 1965 I
had been unablc to get past his palace guard. He laughed and said he had started offuring
such resolutions back in the 19508.

Several,of the WITG production staff were interested and suggested that I see their
Panorama people. I t turned out that they had also spoken to them. Later in the afternoan,
a non~-news producer-director Jos. Nagy asked Lesar and me if we would be willing for him
to speak to thoir news ataff about a "special." We agreed. I suwg.ested the possibilities
of sundication based on the Metromedia/me past, 4966. He gave us his card, adding his
home phone number.

Lato the ndght before, prior to bed, I'd heard a Westinghouse news item on Robert
Grodin and Dick “regory and the Sapruder film,with Robert's exapgerated account of what
the filu proves and what new evidence besides this they are gihving to the Rockefeller
Comnisgion. Pretty sick. Gregory tied it all to the CIA, and there were strong hints
about Hunt and Sturgis. I then decided that the time had come for me to make my Zap and
other coples available, so before bed, I got them out. Next a.m. I offered them to WITG
and CTV. The Witg poople could say only that they were sure their people would want, CTY
sald they surely did and would I please be sure that a copy was made for them? I could
only remind the TTG people and did when they taped from my film., We paw on Hovieola as
they dide(I returned there with Lesar after some medical appointments and left when I saw
mnow had started to accumlate. The drive home was delayed much.)

Lesar called me just before 6130 to say that WIOP-TV had aired the film and a
comuentary and some of the Wregory excess. I had tried without success to reach Dave
Simon at WIOP earlier, no} knowing this was to happen, to offer him the film. The last
time the switchboard didn ¢ even answer!)We agreed that the change in public attitudes and
the current deep suspicion of government could make elmost enything scceptable, but agreed
also on the counterproductivity of thes ecessive claims.

On a hunch I decided to take in WITG's 10 p.m. news. There it was. Gregorh had hcld
a press conference and shown the film and WI%G aired the film, the fine closups Robert
had isolated (for me two years ago) plus the new thing he had found (shown me six weeks
ago) that he says is a man with a rifle. A man can be credited, a rifle I can't see.Jhe
same Gregory CIA jass. And a compariosn of Hunt-Sturgis/tramps jdctures.

Frior to this Robert phoned me from Washington, sort of euphoric. It seems that what
iupelled him to meke this release and encourage wide use was a combination of his detestation
off what Eane and Skolnick (he did not mention Mae Brussel) were doing and saying, from
which I take it that lane was going much farthur than the NYTimes story indicates.; and how
Gregory turned on. He had rapped with Gregory until 5 a.m. when they decided. The decision
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muyyiill all his movie hopes and plans (with Hob Richter, formerly CBS~TV). They have
boonallu’omduthit.Baiausinghiagoodpnnt.lbappemtolmvabmthenome
of the film Dutch TV is to show. (I warned hin about Oeltmens but he was not listening.
Ocltmans is to be in DC again soon, with Fensterwald.) Hv went to a Connectdcut college
with Uregory. They showed the film in Chicago. (I told him about the dismayed call from
Finley over the Tribune story and Robert claimed Uregory how only suggested thet excess.
(Pinley sending story.) And of my refusal to comment on WEBH, I tried to encourage him to
stick to what was clear and certain, not to improvise and give farout interpretations,
IIetooktﬂsaamfemtonmmlymddafmdadinpartbnminghuusouly
xixtug ralsing questions. It did not get through to him hindmak that when ho ndded a
riﬂmnmdclaﬁmdthnﬂlnahomdahumsimhamdohgtbamthug.Ihad
been pretty foreeful with him on this when le was here, to the point where he got upset.
But 1t was so apparent that even his wife, Chris, had tried to reason with him on it,

The part WITG aired had none of his six assassins, Westinghouse and CBS (WCBS
radio early yesterday a.m, perhaps 5 a.m.) had aired it.

Robert was in Washington. Haandammﬂmtodaothemﬁmmtheﬁoming
showes It had been announced on the news. I asked Lesar to phone Simon at how and warn him,
Dave appears to have no listed phone. I'll try to phone after daylight.

There was no colmentary on this film, no explanation, so it was nothing but drama,
perhape a bit harsh with the stop-action ehlargements of the head explosion. Without this
explanation it seems impossible for the majority of the audience to have taken anything
from the showing, /

They have shown it on TV in Boston and Chicago and now Washington and apparently
are going to go around with it.

What they are golng to present newh week is the work I had Fred Newcombd and his
photog friend do for me in 1968, ¥ebruary. I had Fred make two negatives from original
prints of the 133 Exhibit Oswald with rifle prints and overlay them. They heads or the
sane alza produce bodies of different lengths. How this will comnect with CIA remaing a
mystery to ne. Asg does how they will use it and avoid misuaing it.

Imamummmmwammm& said that a productione
staff woman who Be describod as a nasty had been opposed, how phoned TIME and had been
told that if WIOP used it they'd be sued. He says WIOP decided that they would ave TIME
to sue and so told them, that TIME had suppressed this evidence for years and it had to
come outs I hope it went that way. I told him that I had earlier experiences that might
help if there were to be litigation. But if he keops on getting TV airings as he has
been, Life and Time will havem meny sults to file,

This would be a new Post-WTOP attitude. And welcoms!

This may require some backstopping. I amsked Lesar if we were not now in a
posiﬁmtofmacmplamtinthnnpeoh'omsa.ﬂsmthﬁﬁmhasalapmd.laa}md
hin to draft a politica/Warebones one and we hold a press conference. He said he thinks
he can get it done by tomorrow.

When Lesar and I mot with Miss Feigensohm (phon) in the afternoon she was inter—
ested in a Panorama appearance but only if an adversary could be found. When I laughed

and said none wihald oppose me, as Joe Borkin had found out when he chairman of the
Netional Fress “lub program committee, Losar said that ig they woulﬁo opponent they would
be engaging in suporession by not airing me. I added I had been on the show a humber of
times alone, no opponent. We then mude suggestions. I remember Lieboler (Leamr had heard he
was in th. Braden, Howard Willens, Charles Shaffer, Charles Roberts, Bill Buckley,Belin
(Robert and Gregory spent 1 1/2 hours with hin yesterday) (She sugswsted Hancld ewioz,I
agrecd) Rankin, surviving members, eny reporter.

I phoned Simon 7:10. Mo answer. He phoned me 7330 and I cautioned. He thinks some
irrational, oo, but hov bell the cat Gregory? Cautdons to no avail. Film clear and
spectaculer and Urodin went off into James Dond and the effect was diluted &t best, destroyed
for those wnting it destroyed. All kinds of irrelevant crap that also is not visible to
the average eye and at beat unessential., JL agrees. I'u going to try to get asked to asnwer
all the questions they could not, all easily answered from what I've Jpublished only.



