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PRESIDENT 'S COMMISSION
ON THE /
ASSASSINLTION.UF PRESIDENT KSNMEDY
. ' Wiashington, D, C.
Tuesday, May 19, 1964

The President's Comnmission met, pursuvant to notice, at

;_.,f i
4:00 p.m,, in the Hearing Room, Fourth Floor, 200 Karyland
"hvenue, Northeast, Washington, D. C., Chlef Justice Larl Wa;ren,

presiding.

Chief Justilce ifarl Warren, Gﬁairman
Senator Richard B: Russell, Hember
Serator John Sherrman Cooper, Hember
Representative Hale Boggs, Member
flepresentative Gerald R. Ferd, HMember
John J. KeCloy, Hember

‘Allen W, Dulles, Member

J. Lee Rankln, General Counsel
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to the United States'of'America. There is cértainly nothing
in that record thét woLlé conviet him of disloydity to the
C oMY . i

But he is a preonsier of cuuses. He will be'a cbnéroversial
Tigure., And in %tals reporg.--- vwe are goling to have plenty of
prouple yith this weport in the yeafs to come without that.

Rep, Boggs. Scrator, may I ask jou in.conngction with Whﬂf '
you afe saylng -- I.am just vondering vhether he suffz;s_morel--
Idon‘tg kﬁoﬁ whét werd o use -- this Commission is golng %o |
verminate prelity guicl, anyvay, all of us =-- ﬁhether he sufferé
mors under those circumstances, as suggeéted'bﬁ &1llen, or under
vhese cther circumstancés, with peopie mellng these charges all
over the Floor of the Jenaté and %the House,

I don't ltnou whare his situatiois best, ©o be gultefrank
wigh you, just looking at it from his point of vliew., What do you
think?

Sen. Russell, I don't know. I have a great compassion for
any individual who gets hi.self in this kind of fix -= énd his
family, _ ‘

I was brought up 1h a contQOVersial family, I know what.
it is %o have people try o bﬁrn down your house. So it dGoesn't
malce any difference hov viole?tly I disagree with an individual,
when he gets in tﬁis posiéion T have a feeling of great compassion

© him, because I lmow anything that io done, it is no% going

to be to his benefit, Anything we do is not going %o compietely
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cure this question.,. ,
: a
There will. be some people who will be doubti ing his 1oya1ty.

Ind iv may Lave gbne 80 fér that 1t camnot get much worse,

I frenlly wes linhlng cbout it solely from Che suandpo"ni.
of ‘the Commission -- what Hr, Ford called the image of the
Comisiloeicn, which would have 2 great deal to do with the réEeptiox
of puch egpcrt as vie make., ' ' ;# v

T neven't beea here asmch as I should, But from mﬁk;ng
an ecrnest effort at long range ﬁoltry to folloy behind, Ieam
not sur: Yhat we have gob all the facts now even as meticulously
a2g ue uent into every single stirat that has bzean brcughk out
Yo Hr, Repnzin's zttention.

Sea. Coooer, I sald & fer mlitutes ago-that vhile I know
ve Go noy, a5 T an sure I do not wans to huft ﬁn_indivi&ual,
pervicularly ths juestion of zomeone's loyalty, and bring it
into issus, when it is nov an issue. The questlon I ralse --
perkaps ue could have a 1ittle more dlscussilon on it -~ ‘vhether
In this incvence we are charged with a very particular duty |
To mliz & zeporti which we know will be objective from our view-
poinﬁ: - :é Imow it will -- and also will give ~- have the suppor
as far as you can of its Tairness and objecbivity.

Now,. the polings thLy vorried me about this man were these:

(ne -- because we have had testimony sbout Oswald's

actlivities in the Cuban affair -~ as Senator Russell said, this

Ean -~ i% 15 not %he same Ghing, but he has been interested, also,
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Star. It is envitled ."Warren Probe., Redlich my go in
cutbacl:c. The Varren Comnission investigating President Kbnneéy's
ascassination may be able to get off a politiéal hotseat by
Inzluding Forman Redlich, its ccniroversial staff consultant,
in a general staff cutbaci: early next month. The idea is belng
brzached guietly as one vay to évoid the distaséeful alterhétive
of firing I, Redlich, the New Yorl: University Law ngfessog,
beczuse of his affiiiaticn with the Emergency Civil leefties
Commi-éee. Rgpublican renbers cf Congress and some ccenservative
groups hove been mounting an increasing atbacl on the Warren panel
over Kr, Rédlich's connection with an organization the& consider
to be 2 Communisé-front." i

An¢ then it goes cn &t great length to elaborate on that
thing. And it tells Things abcui this -- I don't know --

Sen, Russell. Is thet 2 letier? |

Tha Chairmén. Mo --.this iz an artvicle with a bylinelof
du P, Te?‘Horst, Star Special VWriter. And it goss on.to tell
a lot of oCher things.

I don't kmow where they got the informaticp.

But it is now in the press and with the people that ve are
Eoing to craul, ant we are going to hide behind a cuthack
rather than to face our responsibility of firing him, And.I&n
Jjust sure that enyihing we do &t this time is going to‘fcment

trcuble rather than to alleviate 1t.

I have this idea, gentlemen.-u,thét i ve don'v clear



