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Three years after President
Kennedy's - assassination,. with
criticism of the. Wairren Com-
mission”at. a new high, ong of .
its mewmbers, U.S. Sen: Richard
B. Russell, havbors a lingering
dissatisfaction " wilh | ils  work

" himself.

But the Ceorgia: Dcmncrut ,\c-

tually ils earliest erifie, indists

now lhat any commission of hon-
orable men, given the same evi-
dence,” would come o the same
conclusions.

President Kennedy was assas-
sinated in Dallas Nov, 22, 1483.-
Eight duys lolee, Frosident
Johnssn named a  seven-man
commnission to invesligate the
assassination and the subsequent
killing of the accused assassin,

The commission’s report, sent

o the White Iouse Sept. 24,
1064, coneluded Lhat Lee Har-
my Oswald fived the shots which
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- Killed Piesxd(_nt Kannedy and

that there was no-evidence of
an ass‘msmdtmn conspiracy. -

' NOW. TWO-PLUS ycars- later,

at least six books are on the-‘.'
market tearing the report apart
— and the commissign’s meth-

ods with it.

Sen. Russell, thmrrh obvious-
ly miffed at critics’ impllcations
that be negleclted his duties as

‘a tommission member, contin- -
ues to feel a certain discontent

with some aspects of the invesli-

" gation — and of his own role..

But he is not o the side of
present critics. e says: “You
can raise fueslions,  yes. - The
test ig — can you answer them?™

Fdward Jay Epstein says in
“Tiguest” that Sen. Russell at-
tendad “cnly 6 per cent of the
hearings, the fewest of any
commission member.

“T knew that wasn't so,” Sen.
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SEN. RUSSELL
Great Disseuter
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) Ruasell said in an mtel view in
_Winder several days ago, “so I

(ﬂ'?

«called up Lee Rankin and asked
him where that information
came from.” (J. Lee Rankin,
U.8. solicitor general in the
Eisenhower administration, was

general counsel for the . com-

mls'non )

“Me: Rankin taId the senabm
that the Epstein figures were
based on the hearing ftran-
seripts, which noted only mem-
hers present as each session
opened. If a member arrived
late, he wasn't listed, -

“r got there late nearly ev-
ery day,” Sen. Russell com-
mented.

BY NO MEANS does he claim
regular and full atiendance,
however. During much of the
peviod of the hearings, the Sen-
ate was embroiled in debate
over the 1964 civil rights bill
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admit to regretting that he wags

and Sen Russell was dlrec g
the opposition.
“I've never been So hell
hacked and harassed,” he sa
And he readily concedes. 4
was not there (at the hearmgs)
as much as several me
were " - g
Sen. Russell said he would b
“less than frank” if he did n

unable to devote more time ..
the commission.

" He kept up to dale by reqd-
ing transcripts of the heaving
as fast as. they hecame avail-
able to members and by -

hausting study of decuments,”

reports and other evidence.

Plainly, he often became dis-

gusted at what he read in {i
transcripts — and irked eve
as he listened in person to qu
tioning ol withesses.

'he reason: The interrogali
f witnesses seemed to him

PRESIDENT JOIINSON |
"_Tvlcpfmne(l Again
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It has been over 35 years
since he was a young atlorney
in Winder, but “it I do say so
myself, I was a preily goncl trial
lawyer."”

SEN. RUSSELL had reserva-'
tions about the choice of J. Lee

- Rankin as geheral courisel for

the commission. Mr.. Rankin’s
credentials as an attorney were

{irst-rate, but the senator ap-

" parently would have preferred

someone with more experience .

in eriminal law, trial work and
investigation.

“Wa ageeed for Watren fo
choose the general counsel,”
San. Russall said, *“and that was
only right since he-was chair-
man. T didn’t register any ob-
jections.”

Chief Justice E_arl Warren was

Turn to Page 6, Colwmn 1
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Continned from Page 1.

President Johnsen's choice 1o

head i2¢ commnission — against
the advice of Sen, Russell.

Shorly before naming the
commission, President Johnson
called Sen. Russell, who was in
Winder af the time. The Presi-
cent zsked his opinion on which,
member of the U.S, Supreme
Court should be appointed to
liead it.

Sen. Russell replied that none
of them should be because the
case of Jack Ruby, the killer
of Lee Harvey Oswald, was
bound to reach the Supreme
Court later and any”justice who

' served on the commission would
i then have to disqualify himself.

. ster - nublic cor

- Supreme Cowd.

~ba amcmted to the comrm:.smn\,

President Jehuson dargued
plat _ho must ave an outstand—
Ing judge as en

dence in .the’
commission. San. Russell did
not disnute this, but stuck to his
stand against a2 member of the

The senator suggested, in-|
stezd, Judge Harold R. ‘\ru.dma'
of Now York the retired federal !
jurist who won wide acclaim |
when he presided over the 10-
mon*'.‘ong conspiracy trial Dl
11 U.8. Communist leaders nnn
1849,

\
AS "‘JR BIMSELF, Sen. Rus-|
sell begged Mr. .Iclmson not 1q

“T appesl to'you as a friend not;
to put me on it,” he told ihe
President.

The conversation Iasted au
hour or so. Sen, Russell hunﬁ\
up thinking he had persuade
Mr. Johnson, the great persuad-
ér, not fo name him.

Two and a half hours later,
ihe White House called again.
“Let me read you the list: of
the commission,” the Preszdent
said. He started: “Chief Justice
Warren, chairman, .. ."”

“T told him, ‘You can stop
right there,” ” Sen. Russell said.’
But the next name was his own,
and Mr. Johnsen had already
released the list to the press, -

There was no backing, down
or getting oui. **You just can’t
turn arm..nd in a situation like
that and say, ‘Mr. President,
I'm not going to do it,’” Sen

- over the dissest on the .conspir-

on thre ;
“I'm  the only man  that |
bucked the report,” he said. ‘1 ‘
told them, ‘I'm not gomfr m sign |
it as long as it's ithis way.’

He vecalled that Allen Duiles. |
former director of the Central |

Intelligence Agency, looked ll

acy angle and said: “I'd like
to.go on that with you,”

There was, by then, great
pressure to release the report so
that it would not. come out too
«close ta the I\:cw.n*bc; 196» pres-
;mlt;al"elemmn e

“Warren was delermined he ’
iwas going fo liave u unanimous |
report,” the senator said. I
said it wouldn’t be any trouble
just to put a litfle asterisk up
here"—in the text—"and then
down at the bottom of the page
saying, ‘Sen. Russell dissents fo
this finding as {fallows ...

“But Warren wouldn't héar
|ofif. He finally took that part

and rewrote it himself,”
M f-«-_--_‘./

THE’VERSION objected o so
ﬁrzgly by Sen. Russell stated
categorically that there had
been no conspiracy to ascaam-
nate President Kennedy. |
said it gave the impression t_,ha.t. '
“no other living person hac any
knowledge” of Qswald’s plaa.

In fact, the senutor argued
the rerort should gt no fw “ther
than saying Oswald fired the
shots that killed President Ken-
' nedy-and wounded Texas Gov
John Connally.

Apparently this would have
meant exclusion of uny findings

cut L

on the conspir acy an; dle.
se, version in

cbrtamty, thepaariblhty or

others being involved with

be c*tabhsm.d cateorically,
but if there is any such cvr:-I
Cance, it has heen beyond 13
reach of all the investigati \fes
agencies and resources of tne!

cither Oswald or Ruby canrc...]




, bk
United States and has not come
to the attention of t]us cam-
mission.” |

Sen. Russell has never con?
tended that a conspiracy qfd
exist. But — especially becau
of his longtime experience as
‘chanman of the: Senate’s CIA
OVQSﬁhE committee — he:
| partic lmly woz‘rle'

Ues: 1

Miviiies. T Oswald '
“with the Falr Play or Cuba
Committee and in a visit to
\Mexico City about e:ght weeks
'before the assassination told Cu-
i han consular officials he want-
. ed permission to go to Cuba en
i voma o Rus:xa %

A NOTHER .Russell dis-
|sent concerned the theory, in-
!eluded in the report, that the
| first bullet to wound President
| Kennedy went on to wound Gov.
i Connally, who was seated in a

p seat in front of thé Presi-

t in'the topless limousine. -

his theory is one of the ma-|
jor points seized on by critics
lof the commission report. They
use it in various ways, Inainly |
to iry to shoot holes in the com-
mission’s statement that; all the
shots accounted for came from
the southeast sixth floor window
of fhe Texas School Book De-
pository, the building where Os-
wald worked.
| Richard H, Rovere, the New
| Yorker magazine’s Washington
icorrespondent, writes errone-
‘ously in the introduction to “In-
quest” that author -Epstein
brings to light “for the ‘first
t.me" that the Warren Commis-
sion was divided on the theory |
that cne bullet wounded both
| men,

.&s_a.m_.tm_ﬁot fact,, thxs -ig-
| one. voint on which Sen. Russell
'has been  publicly ocutspoken
'from the time of the report’s
|release. In an interview in
| 'Washifigion. with "this reporter
|and others on. Sepf. 28, 1954, he
|expressed his dlsagl eement.
\The lead — the first sentence —
dof ‘The Atlanta Journal stoxy

|that day said Sen. Russell *‘dis-
jagrees with, the commission
{ findings that the first bullet that
‘Stl uck - President Kennedy also
wounded Texas Gov. John Con-
nally :
Epstein interviewed five
'of the seven members of the
commission and some members |
of ‘the staff in preparing his
| book. He did not Jntervmw Sen.
Russell,

THE AUTHOR expresses the
‘ opinion in “Inquest” thai with-
out the'finding that one. bullet
hit both men, “the single-assas-
sin theory would be .untenable
||in terms of the estabhshed evi-
| dence and assumptions.”

Sen. Russell, not bemg com-
mitted categorlcally to . the
\single-assassin theory, had o
lvested interest; so to speak in

\

T b
the one-bullet fmdmg H.tg: :
rdlsagree to it with comp i
impunity.

There were other =
about thc one-bullet ufea*

Rep Hzle Ba ggs DLé.‘ {
ing to “Inquest.’ :
Rep. Gerald R. I? ord
wanted the report 1o
was *‘compelling” evid
the same bullet hit tl
‘dent and the. governopy
Sen. Russell wanted it'to
there was only “credibl
dence, the book says.
Member John, J. Md¢

| an_ interview with the
took eredit for suggedli
of the adjective “pa
' which appears in the
TWhile Sen. Russell 3
suggested “credible”
ef comproml:,e th ‘ &

IWHE SENATOR do¢

|on any cor pphcated

i@unun »» Qen, Russell said. “He
Kknows' rifles. To me, his testi-
ﬁmny is convumng

hiladelphia, is credited witly de-
jveloping the theory that ong bul-
Ict struck both President Ken-
nr.dy and Gov. Connallv

sxstant (‘.latllct attomey 1r=_




wvuriously enough, in view of
Sen. Russell's compleie disagree-
ment with the theory, Mr. Spéc-
ter appears ta be about the only

cominission lawyer to satisfy the -
senator with his interrogation of ¢

a witness. .

. . The senator was highly critical’
in the recent interview ol the,

bulk' of the "questioning “of wit-
nesses by staff lawyers. “They’d
come in there with this list of
“written. questions and go along

reading those ponderons ques--

+-ijons,” he said.

“I rcmember one fellow did a
zood, job, though — the one who
conducted the examination about
the autopsy. L_dg.!’_tmr_%a_l_%l_s

ae richt now, bullic kncw his
business., He'd prepared for the
hearing and he’d had som# ex-
| perience in that type of thing.”™

The hearing records show that
Mr. Specter, the enetime assist-
‘ant district attorney, handled the
questioning of Cmdr. James J.
Humes, senior pathologist at the |
Bethesda Naval Médical Center,

‘who conducted the autopsy of

President Kennedy’s body.-

EVIDENTLY Sen. Russell was’
irritated at-the handling of the
witnesses from the very cutset
of thc. hearings.

i he az'rived late

Navy Connally, but Mr. Con-
nally had jusi resigned and.
wrote Oswald that his request: °
had been forwarded to his suc-
ceszar.)

At the Dallas session, Sen. |
Russell questicned Marina more .’
about her new theory and then
askad: Do you have any facts

- on-which you base your opinion . |

& { about anything.

now that Lee Oswald was shoot-
ing and was intending ‘to kill
Connally rather than ,Presxdent
Kennedy?' -

Marina:- I have no facts
wnatsa'evﬂr I simply express
an opinion which perhaps is not
logical at all, but I am sorry if
I mixed ever rybedy up.” ‘

Sen. Russell: ~You haven't
mixed anybody up, excepl I
think that you have your evi-
genee terribly confused.”

The senaior later evpreased to  '

reporfers a* very dubious atti-
iude about the value of Marina
Oswald's tfestimony “on Just

He seemcd convmced ‘that she .- 3

1 conveniently ‘did not remember
i details of :peu' life in Minsk,

| Oswald’s associations wnh

. Cuban students there, the -ease -

| with which she obtained' per-- : -’

1 mission to'leave Russia and her

.. uncle, a cotonel in the. V,[VD

| ———
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SEN. Jrs COOPER
Was' Shcpm:

vou he was coming ba ¢ to Tex-
as — if he was back in Texas,
he would vote for Connally for
governor. Why do you think ‘he
would shoot: him." )
Marina: “I feal that the. rea-
son that he had Connally in his
mind was on account of his dis-
charge from the Marines,. . .”
(Oswald left the Marine Corps,

in 1959 and’ was placed in the

| Marine Corps Reserve. He was

A ziven |
Lharge after his defection to_the’

T Soviet Union. In trying 't ¢

an ' “‘undesirable” " dis

AT THE OUTSET of the com-
mission mvéstign;:cn Sen. Rus-
sell predicted that

the assassination would go an
for a hundred years. ol
In a.way, ha peobably con-
tributed to the present outbreak
o critlcisni — or at least to the.
availability of. source material -
for_gritegm—— T
" Mr. Epstem relates in “In- <
quest” that in May, 1964, Chief |
Justice Warren announced that'
supporting ' testimony and, . evi-
dence would not be pubhshed

long with the report. -
amhmﬂmﬂm
tested the decision-to Mr. Ran-
kin, the general :counsel “Re--

lates Mr. Epstein;
called Sen. ‘Russell, who appar-
cntly did not, Lnow of Warren’ s
decision: The congr essmnal
members of the commission re-
portedly considered the expense ;
Justmed and h;l;le comm;ssmn .'

no matter e
* ‘what the outcome, dsg,pute about

Ra'mm lhen -°



