LANTANA, FLORIDA 33462

NATIONAL Zeeoain

ENQUIRER

December 19, 1973

Harold Weisberg
Route 8
Frederick, Maryland 21701

Dear Mr. Weisberg:

Enclosed are a couple of photographs and a copy
of the story we did on Senator Russell's view of the
assassination which I am sorry to say did not make
the paper. I had to walt until Simon Lewis returned
from Australia to get this copy. I hope that it meets
your needs.

Bill Dick passed on word that you felt you were
due an additional payment for your work on this story.
I agree. I have put through an additional payment on
Bill's recommendation. I know that you worked hard on
this story and am sorry that it didn't turn out as we
planned. You have been very cooperative and I hope
that good relationship between the ENQUIRER and you
will continue. I understand Bill will be talking with
you by telephone when he has an opportunity.

- With bqat wishes,
%, U,
PRrad P /) é]{ i
E. G. a.Zi (2724

Assistant Editor
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Certain evidience wae withheld from members of the
Harren Com icsion, which investigated the assassination of President
d=x John T EKennedy.

) And on occasion misleading evidence was deliberately
fed to the commission.

This was the firm convietion of the late Senator
Richard Russell, Damocrat gxax from Georpia and commission members,
but his fears went to the grave with him when he died in Jenuary 1971
at the age of 73, says liarold 7eisberg, former Senate investizator,
author and long-time eritic of the Warren revort, in an astonisching
exclusive interview with the Enguirer,

Says Welsbergt "When I finally got the tronseripts of
the executive sessione of the committee that had been too secret, and
which were declasnified in February 1968, I decided to get in tcuch
with Senator Russell, who I lmew had misgivings which were not

‘contained in the report.

"I wrote to the Senator's office, ~nd his legislabive
agaistant Hr Charles Camnbell called me in response.

“Originally all of his end was by phone beccuss I think
the senator was worried I was itrying to booby-trap him., He .anted %o

able to BEx preserve deniambility.

(more)
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"Put towmrds the end he waz writing me directly, he was
not even using his assistant, becauase he saw I wamm't about to abuse
his trust.

"I wne able to give Campbell certzin information, and I
was cailed into the senatorts office, to talk to Campbsll fTurther, I thought,

"1 did not expeet to zee the senator, but Campbell took me
in and introduced me. Senator Russell was wallking over to the floor (of
the Senate) end asked me if I'd eare to wolk with him,

"And as we walked we tselked. Russell was sa-isfied
there ndxkwxes was a conspiracy; satisfied that he and the other members
had been conned on the ballistics evidencey aeatisfied that the sgencies -
he didn't mention names but it was pretty clear fto me that hs meant CIA
and TEI - had not teld the cowumission what they lmew about Oswald,

“7 think it'z »srobable that the senator thought there
was & Red congpiracy -~ a view I disepgree with, bocanse ir my opinion
_the real Oswald belief wes decidedly anti-Commumist.

"But in any event Husoell was satisfied that om at least
those three points he had been had.

At an esrly stase he was dublous about the value of
Marina Oowald's teastinony -n just about snything, and he was quoted as
saring that. Ile was eonvinced that the commiesion were never told the
trutk about the Oswalde' 1life together in Russia.

"ior did he ever accept the "single builet" theory -
the comniesion®s contention that the same bullet hit President Kennedy

and Governor John Connally.
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"Phe genator formly objected to the cormisalon's
categorical statemont that there had been nn eonspiracy t0o assassinete
Pregsilent Xennedy.

"lie said it gave the impression that 'no other xx=ax
living person had any Imowledge' of Oswald's plan. He wanted the report
to o no further then saying Oswald fired the X shois that killed
President Hermedy and wounded Governor Connally.

' "Russell raoised these objeetions at & special executive
geosion on September 18, when the report was xXready to go to the
printers and the vage preofs were only a week awny from being on Lyndon
Johnson's desk.

48x "The reason the sesslon was calldd was becouse
Pussell and possibly a couple of the other commiseion members were not
in ogrecment with certaln perts of the renort, and they wanted to
thrush that out.

n"oRief Justiec Warren was determined he was going to have
o unanimous report, so rather than allowing Rugsell to have an aterlsk,
and then down at the bottom of the page 'Senntor Russell ddissente as
£0lloWS...", a disclaimer sentence was inserted at Rusgell's insistence.

"I+ snid: 'beeause of the difficulisy of proving negatives
o & cortainty the poesibility of others being involved with either
Oswald or Ruby cammot be established estegorically, but if thers is eny
sueh evidence it has boen beyon@ the reach of all the investigative
arencies and resourcea of the United States cnd has not cous to the

athention of this conmuission'.
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"But oven here,"” says Weinberg, "Russell was comned.
The dicelaimer was only inserted in a later chanter. It was not put
into Chapter 1, s Which also served as
the commisaion's press release. S0 the stori:s that appeored in
papers round the world hed no mention of Ruscell's feors.

"Some yeéars after that execulive session I was able
to give the senotor information that really shocked him.

"p transerint of every meeting of the conmilssion was
taken by a revorter. With the exception of the first two meetings,
whose mimmtes were $oken by a reporter from the U.S. attomey's office,
every meeting was atteoned by the reporting firn of Ward end Paul, who
delivered the minmtes the following day.

"But not that last meeting on September 38. Vhen the
records of the payments to Ward and Paul becane decla.ssified.in
Februsxy 1968 I got coples, sad there was no paymant to o court reporter
thet day.

“Phepe waes not even a court reporter there that day.

But the members of the commission did not kmow that., They thought o
transerist was being mede for the future, So they recorded their
objections at the meeting. They wanted %o preserve their omm
reputations and their ovn integrity.

"Bt instead of the minutes of that meeling being
talen dowm by = renorter and issued the next day, a docunment purporting
to be minutes of the meeting, wao sent out to the cor:rigssion members
on Noveuber 5, almost six weels affcr the report was oublished, from

general counsel Lee DRanitin's office.

(more)
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"éhe docwment was not the minutes of the meeting. At best
it was a synopsis of part of the neeting - whon to give leather bound
copice of the report tom, 2 winding un of the businesa affalrs of the
comission, snd things like that. There was no mention of any objections
being made.

"I brought this o Senabor Russell's attention, and as I said
before, he was very shocked. TIul sti1l he had a hope. He said that
perhars the national archives 3414 have the originel transeript and were
not letting me see it.

“I got in touch with the archives and they %old me that the
doeument I had - the one that had been sent from the general counsel's
office — was the only minute of the meeting.

"Phen Bussell realised that the record he had left for
posterity, the record of what his beliefs were, had been destroyed.

“le would never have taled about this in public. It was
to0 big a scandal, and he was too dedicoted to govermment. Governaent
insiders never want scandals exposed. They will rant and rave about®
“thems privately, but they will be totally eilent in public.

“ghen the senator Tinally accepled Xk that what I was telling
him was the truthm, he was absolutely shaken, he eould not believe 1t.

9T would say the political significance of there being no
transeript of that meeting when it was mown that the meombers were going
to record their objections for nistory and posterity was much more
persuasive to a politician like massell them all the faets I could have

put in his hand.

(more)
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8] eonnot imegine any documentary proof I could have Fiven
hism that could have meant =s much to 2 man who had gpent his lifetine
in politics,.

"Certainly it is my belief that this revelatlon chenged
the zenator.

"I pave him the information in June of 1963. The following
October the Assocliated Press revorted that the commniecstion lines
batwean Presid-nt Lyndon Johnson and Senator Russell, one of the
president's oldest friends and advisers, had been broken,

"The news service sald it had been more than three months
ainece the two men had had a difference of opinion over a matter that
Russell did not even discuse with his friends.

"I think the significent things is that while Russell did
not break his friendship with Johnson after he was arpoinied to the
comnispion much againset his wishes, the close associntion botween
the two men which went back almomt 20 years to Johnson's freshmen
genator days was ruptured very soon aftor Ruasell discoversd that
he had been duped™.

(ends)

add welsberge.

Weisberg is the a.thor of Whitewash, Whitewash 11,
Photogranhic "hitewmsh and Oswald in New Orleans, He isg working on
2 book tentatively called Agent Oswald, He lives in Predericic,

Haryland.



