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Three dent that there was no evidence
Kennedy " w .u-—mp.“uﬂu”._.a.!n_ an assassination conspiracy.
criticism of the Warren Com-
mission at a new high, one of NOW, TWO-PLUS years later,
its members, U.S. Sen. Richard at least six books are on the
B. Russell, harbors a lingering ~ markel tearing the repart apart
dissatisiaction with fts work ~ — and the commission's meth-
himsell. with it. )

orgia 1, nc- Sen. Russell, though obvious-

.:M.n. ."Nm”_._i_un“ﬁns.qﬂﬂw ly miffed al critics’ implications
now that any commission of hon- that he neglected his duties as

E:IE?E.:E&«!E and Sen. Russell was directing
Winder several days ago, “so I SnaquEo:

called up Lee Rankin and asked “I've never been S0 hell -
him where that information hacked and harassed,” he said,
came from." (J. Lee Rankin,  And he readily concedes: “I
US. solicitor general in the  wac not there (at the hesrings)
Eiscnhower administration, was 5y much as several members
general counsel for the com-  yape

Bileon.) Sen. Russell said he would be
Mr. Rankin lold the senator  “less than frank” if he did not

et i e, --—:‘I;of.-lu'r'

be frequently unsatisfactory,

It w—__hn been over 35 years
since he was a young attorney
in Winder, but muunn_eu-wl.
Hquzqutrunia.nc&r.—!
lawyer."

SEN. RUSSELL had reserva.
- 4. " - Uons sbout the choice of J. Las
i &3 Rankin #s general counsel for

that the Epstein figures were  admil tu regrelting that he was the commission. Mr. Rankin’s

based on the hearing tran-  unable to devole more time to

Ennnan_-_uwsh an attorney were
vie a commission member, contin- suripts, which noted only mem- the commission. first-rate the senafor ap-
u..nuﬂn -Mnﬁnn“ﬂ_ﬁspﬂﬂn!”ha_n ves to feel a certain discontent vnﬂv present as each session He kept up to date by read- parently would have preferred
conclusions, * with some aspects of the investi- opened. If a member arrived  ing transcripts of the hearings someone with more experience
President Kennedy was assps- 54100 — and of his oun role. late he wasn't listed. as fast as they became avail- in criminal law, trial work and
sinaled in Dallas Nov. 22, 1063, But he is not on the side of “I got there late nearly ev.  Able 1o members snd by ex- Investigution,
Eight days later, President present critics. He says: “You ery day," Sen. Russell com- hausting study of documents, “We agreed for Warren to
m hamed B can raise questions, yes. ._.3.0 mented. reparts and other evidence, choose  Lhe general counsel,"”
o commission to investigale the 1€t is— can you answer them? Plainly, he often became dis- Sen. Russell said, “and that was
| and the sub Edward Jay Epstein says in BY NO MEANS does he claim  gusted &t whal he read in the only right since he was chair-

killing of the accused assassin. “Inquest” that Sen. Russell at-
\ The commission’s report. sent  lended only & per cenl of the
o the White House Sept. 24,  hearings, the fewest of any

regular and [full attendance, transcripls — and irked even
however. During much of the  as he listened in person to ques-
period of the hearings, the Sen- tioning of witnesses.

man. I didn't register any ob-
Jections.”

Chief Justice 1 W
4 1864, concluded thal Les Har-  commission member, SEN. RUSSELL ate was embroiled in debate The reason: The interrogalion Earl Warren was
v vey Oswald fired .E\!.. which M knew that wasn't so," Sen. Great Dissenter over the 1084 civil rights bill  of witnesses seemed to him to Turn to u.n-a -.
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' ' Cantinued from Z232 |

' President Johne='s choie lo
head the commussion — against

. the advice o, Sen. Rus-eli.

] Shortly  beforz 1am:ng  the

{ commission. Pre-jdent Johnson

| called Sen. Rusce!', ~ho was in

bound

Court latsr and any justice who

sarved on the commussion would
have to disqualify himself.

CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN
(Chose General Counsel
to his |

acy angle and said: *I'd lke

Mw'mﬂhW;aliiiﬁlm"
There was. by then, great
senalor suggested, .]':'ﬁ:nm‘:dmlmuhnrrpu-In
i d not come out (oo

of New York, the retired federal

Wide acclalm tlm_u;heﬁ:;mhu:lﬁpru—
meathlong consp trial of "'er_m! was delermined he
L‘“ ms going to bave a unanimous
uuU.L Conomurist & report,” the senator said. “1
J said it wouldn't be any trouble

3 great Juck Ruby wsa of any con-
&::::mﬁ:dlmr , domestic or foreign, to
ﬂ:n-' gl Aol 17 '

was 2
&duhum-m:“mﬂ Alss {nclinied was IS pc
report, dissenty | Braph: “Becauss
ull.hmpnlnu.m culty of proving megalives o &

t
former director of the Central |dence, It has been beyond the
Agency, Jooked [reach of all the investigative
over the dissant on conspir- ' agencles and resources ol the

of longtime experienc
chairman of the Semate's’ CIA
oversight commitiee — he was
particularly worried on two
SCOres:

(1) He did not feel mssured
that the government of the So-
viet Union had Ine
formation available to its intelll
gence apparatus about Oswald's
1950-62 stay in Russia.

(2) Because of Oswald's de-
fection and his residence in
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There were other skeptics
shbout the one-bullet idea on the
commuission, including Sen. John
Sherman Cooper, R-Ky,

mi:r: “Inquest."
. Gerald R. Ford, R-Mich.,

took credit for suggesting use

which appears in the report.
While Sen. Russell may have
‘w “eredil bl!u;'.h a spirit

, either, knows whal he was
:i‘:’l'm; about |

Sananlle Te o gt a

of the adjeclive “persuasive,” i

 Russell Obj'ecfe.;d, But
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in the recent interview of the

§
b
i
L |

eFEE

He also has been beard Io|

speak with distaste st whal he
described as “the way Warren
fawned over her" (Marina Os-
wald).
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Sen. Russell had
| questioned more witne
| " In his one big ve
‘the mole of interrogator, the
Georgian went lo Dallus, along
with Sen. Cooper and Rep.

[faie on is whether or how Il
ight have been different If
parsopally

|rigorous questioning, she

ma| of her
slory and altered previous
!estimony. More rewriling (of

the report) was thus necessi-
 tated.*

charge {rom the Marines . . ."
{(Oswald left the Marioe Corps
in 1959 and was placed in the
Marine Corps Reserve. He was
given an “undesirable” d
charge after his defection 1o the
Soviet Union. In trying lo get
his discharge changed In 1962,
he wrote then Secretary of the
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