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Secretary of State Dean 
Rusk yesterday drew on his 
official relationship with 
John' F. Kennedy to imply 
that the late President 
would be doing what Pres-
ident Johnson is doing to-
day in Vietnam. 

Speaking at the opening ses-
sion, in New York of the Vet-
erans of Foreign Wars 67th 
national convention, Rusk re-
called that in 1956 as a Sena-
tor Mr. Kennedy had said that 
South Vietnam's independence 
was "crucial to the free world." 

Then Rusk added: 
"If, as President, he ever 

had any doubt about that, he 
never indicated it to-  his Sec-
retary of State. Never to my 
knowledge did be falter in his 
resolve to do whatever might 
be necessary to prevent the 
Communists f r o m seizing 
South Vietnam and Southeast 
Asia." 

Rusk later said that "anyone 
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whe thinly?' that President 
Johnson "can be swerved" from 
his determination to resist Corn-

Islamist aggression "graVely mis-
- judges one of the most resolute 
Presidents we have ever hacL" 

The Secretary offered no 
Word of hope on how or _when 
the war will end. But in a Look 
magazine article out today, he 
is quoted as saying that like 
the Berlin blockade and the 
Cuban missile crisis, the cur-
rent' crisis "is going to end with 
the freedom of South Vietnam. 
It's going to break fast one of 
these days." 	- 

The Secretary told the vetarl 
ans' convention that "when. I 
see an occasional picket carry- 

_ ing a 'peace in Vietnam' sign, 
I feel like saying, 'let me help 
you carry that sign because 
President Johnson has taken 
that sign into every capital in 
the world . . - but they (the.  
Communists) still keep com-ing ," 

As Stated Before 
Much of what Rusk said he 

has said often before: the 
' United States , will. "continue to ▪ explore every possibility of an 

honorable peace" but it will not • be driven out by force or agree 
to a settlement -which does not 
assure "peace and a free 

' choice" to South Vietnam. 
• He also once again corn-
- pared the results of appease-

, 'mast in Europe before World 
War II to what might happen 
if the United States were to 
pull out of Vietnam. The Pres- • ident, he said, has met aggres-
sion there "to avoid a general 
conflagration." 

-- And once again he also said 
that "if anybody from Hanoi 
can be in. Geneva tomorrow to - 'talk peace, I will be there." 

The Seeretazy echoed an-
. - other current theme in official h. Washington, that free Asian 

nations hope and believe the 
United States will win. 
says 100 Will Applaud 

"There will be 100 small na-
tions who will clap their hands 
with joy," he said, "because 
they will know that they, too, 
will have a share in world 
peace because of- the stand 
against aggression by the 
United States." 

After his VWF speech, Rusk 
apent an hour with United Na- • toms Secretary General U I-,  'Thant in Tliant's office. Rusk 

4  said they discussed possible f-,4 de-esealation. of the war and t--17 -strengthening of the Interna-
tional Control Commission. Thit Rusk added that "the 

'other aide has shown little 
terest.. -

- - - Except for a passible visit to 

g. • Cambodia by Ambassador W. Averell Harriman-  no poten- -.. 	fruitful peace moves are known to be afoot. 
A State Department spokes 

man said yesterday that Cam- ▪ todia's Prince Sihanouk still 
-- "has not formally told Hard-
3  -- man he would not be wel-- coined despite a public state-
-1.  tent to that effect. This has • enc our aged Washington to 

- think that in the end Harri-
man will make the visit. 

Meanwhile, Senate Major-
ity Leader Mike Mansfield 
(1Allont.) said yesterday he 
thought French President de 
Gaulle's visit to Cambodia, 
just before that of Harriman, 
"well might produce more 
tentative steps toward nego-
tiations" of the Vietnam war. 

Mansfield added that he 
felt "Hanoi would be likely 
to give its attention to any 
suggestions that de -Gaulle 

- might make." 
' No Sign of Change 

However, de Gaulle is known to, have told his Rus-
sian hosts during his June 
visit to Moscow that he did 
not think the time then was • ripe for any new peace move.] 

• "There has been no sign from Paris since then of a change 
-'of opinion. 

Sen. J. William Fulbright (D-
I°  Ark) told the Senate yester-
"- day he wanted everybody to 

know that he has not altered 
his views on the war despite 
his recently stated belief that 

-Peking, Moscow and Hanoi 
"would be "grievously deceiv-
' ing themselves if they under-

estimated the military spirit" 
in the United States. 

Fulbright said he wanted to 
make his position clear be-

- - cause some had misinterpreted 
his remarks as indicatipg a 

• ' change of view. He then re-
, peated his statement that "a 
' clear majority. of Congress 
supports the President in his 
war policy indeed, many 
seem more determined than 
he is to escalate ye war," 


