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1:!:-8_.. Post Forelgn Bervice

m>aoz. March 11—Adding
125,000 men , to: South Viet-

:-Bu 89895-: ..mn_::
forces ".»ua BEET.E Presi-
dent ~“Thieu has . E.ououmn.l
io&m éreate supply probiems

and. uéi_: Q.u:..?w facilities,
U.S:‘sources said ‘today.

Providing American arms
equipment for the new troops.

would be a major problem,

, they said.

The South Vietnamese are

already complaining of-a US..
lag in re-equipping.the pres-
ent ARVN forces with the au--
t¢omatic M-16 rifle and. M-60

machine-guii ~to - matchi  the
Communists’ new 7.62min au-
tomatic 'weapons. -

The majority of ARVN reg-
ulars . and militia are still
equipped with slow-firing
‘World War II-vintage U.S. M-1
rifles and carbines. The elite
units, . such’ as the airborne
baftalions, and troops sta-
tioned in the I Corps, close to

the  Demilitarized Zone, have.

recéived 'M-16s. (Most "U.S.
comtbat unifs in Vietnam got
M-168 last.year) ... .
Training Centers cou?euo.—
Even 2 ..mw&:u_ troop In-
crease would strain Soth Viet-
namese training facillites, the
sources said. During thé Com-
munist Tiet offensive, two of
nine basictraining -centers
were destroyed or damaged.
Only eight of 37 Popular
Forces militia schools are back
in operation, and six of ten

- divisional training camps are

still not functioning..

A considerable troop in-
crease—85,000 - men—has  al-
ready ‘been: vnom..waimm for
this calendar yedr. About 15,
000 men will go to the regular
ARVN_unit ‘and: the rest -will
beef up local security with the

WHY PERSONNEL CARRIERS ARE ARMORED—A Viet-
~ cong grenade explodes against a machine-gun shield as

Regional * Force and Popular
Force militia,

Even this growth, sources
said, would not have been
possible under the easy-going
ddraft and recruiting system
used before the lunar new
year.” Since the Vietcong at-
tacks Jan. 31, however, the
Thieu government has begun
to sweep up new manpower.

It has called up all reserv-
ists who served less than five
years on active duty and who
are. under-age 33.

The monthly draff quota
has -been raised. from 3000 to

Soob:.n is being filled.

After an amnesty was ex-
tended to draft dodgers who
dropped in,. about 10,600
draftees were __5:23 last
month.

Do Legislative Protests

Controversial before Tet, a
law making 18and 18-year-
olds eligible for the draft has
now been put into effect with-

N roblems Seen in Saigon w:&&zﬁ

', >.=on_n—o._ Press .

USs.” >_=m1nw~ Uimmg Eu_Sm sweep near Tamky, about
25 miles south of Danang. No one ﬂuu, u@lonu_« aenunom

out any outery from parlia-
ment. AR 19yearolds are
scheduled for ' induction by
April 1, The. 18-year-olds will
follow. . ]
Deferments. for university
mncnmimlagm mmso_.nn.r,xsn
other privileged groups are
being screened- anew: -
ore B»:woimn is . Em%&

3 s& mai& <_m§.m=_mmm no<.
ernment—as by the .Vietcong
—just to provide 'replace-
ments for Tet offensive losses;
Vietnamese sources said. The
ARVN logt aimost 10,000 ca-
sualties, including. 4000 -dead,
last month. Caswalties in the
stepped up ‘war are expected.
to continue being hi
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As .Senators press Secretary. of State Rusk on Vietnam policies, the Secretary ref] Sou.a.ounmaunm. attentiveness, then wary listening as he takes a brief respite for a drink of water.



