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Investigators show
 interest in R

uby, telephone num
ber L

;i 
B

y E
A

R
L

 G
O

L
Z

 
H

ou
se A

ssassin
ation

s C
om

m
ittee 

in
vestigators are sh

ow
in

g a k
een

 in
ter-

est in
 th

e relation
sh

ip
 b

etw
een

 Jack
 

R
u

b
y
 a

n
d

 ex
-co

n
v
ict u

ssell D
o
u

 la
 

A
lattalaw

s. form
er D

allas p
olice c erec-

ter n
ow

 em
p

loyed
 in

 a L
as V

egas casi-
no. In

vestigators told
 M

atth
ew

s th
ey 

intended to subpoena him
 for question-

in
g ab

ou
t a rep

ort th
at R

u
b

y h
ad

 h
is 

telep
h

on
e n

u
m

b
er w

ith
 h

im
 w

h
en

 h
e 

g
u

n
n

ed
 d

o
w

n
 a

ccu
sed

 a
ssa

ssin
 L

ee 
H

arvey O
sw

ald
 in

 th
e b

asem
en

t of th
e 

D
allas P

olice D
ep

artm
en

t on
 N

ov. 24, 
1963. 

M
atth

ew
s, 57, h

as told
 com

m
ittee 

in
vestigators h

e d
oesn

't "
k

n
ow

 an
y-

th
in

g
 a

b
o
u

t"
 th

e
 a

ssa
ssin

a
tio

n
, 

M
a
tth

ew
s' D

a
lla

s a
tto

rn
ey

, 
Frank 

W
right, said. 

T
H

E
 C

O
M

M
IT

T
E

E
, how

ever, also is 
in

terested
 in

 an
y con

tacts M
atth

ew
s 

m
ay h

ave h
ad

 w
ith

 R
u

b
y in

 C
u

b
a in

 
1959 w

h
en

 M
atth

ew
s w

as w
ork

in
g in

 
th

e g
a
m

b
lin

g
 ca

sin
o
s o

f th
e H

o
tel 

D
eau

ville in
 H

avan
a. F

ed
eral d

ocu
-

m
en

ts recen
tly d

eclasssified
 in

d
icate 

R
u

b
y w

as active in
 attem

p
ts to free 

organ
ized

 crim
e figu

re S
an

tos T
raffi-

cante from
 a H

avana prison that year. 
T

h
e W

arren
 C

om
m

ission
, w

h
ich

 
in

vestigated
 th

e assassin
ation

 of P
resi-

d
en

t Joh
n

 F
. K

en
n

ed
y, m

ad
e n

o m
en

-
tion

 of a M
atth

ew
s p

h
on

e n
u

m
b

er on
 

R
u

b
y or in

 an
y of th

a n
oteb

op
k

a he 
had. 

T
oll record

s, h
ow

ever, sh
ow

ed
 a 13-

m
in

u
te lon

g d
istan

ce call from
 R

u
b

y's 
C

arou
sel C

lu
b

 h
ere to M

atth
ew

s' ex-
w

ife in Shreveport, L
a., on O

ct. 3, 1963. 
T

h
e call to E

lizab
eth

 A
n

n
 M

atth
ew

s 
w

as m
ad

e on
 th

e n
igh

t of th
e sam

e d
ay 

O
sw

ald arrived in D
allas from

 a 10-day 
trip

 to M
exico C

ity. In
 M

exico C
ity, 

O
sw

ald
 h

ad
 tried

 u
n

su
ccessfu

lly to get 
a visa for travel to C

uba. 
M

rs. M
atthew

s said after the assassi-
n

ation
 sh

e "
cou

ld
 n

ot recall h
avin

g 
received

 a lon
g d

istan
ce telep

h
on

e call 
from

 D
allas on

 or ab
ou

t O
ct. 3, 1963,"

 
according to an F

B
I report. 

1N
a'i"M

us'w
 

T
ito

 n
 	

crow
 

1
.-

 •
 

th
at h

e w
as on

ly a "
p

assin
g acq

u
ain

-
tance" of R

uby and had know
n hlm

 for 
about 12 years. 

H
o
w

ev
er, a

 lo
n

g
tim

e frien
d

 o
f 

R
u

b
y's, C

h
arles D

u
arte, told

 th
e F

B
I 

several d
ays later in

 D
ecem

b
er 1963 

th
at M

atth
ew

s w
as "

w
ell acq

u
ain

ted
 

w
ith R

uby." 	
• 

S
everal m

on
th

s later, W
arren

 C
om

-
m

ission
 staffer B

u
rt W

. G
riffin

 p
laced

 
lon

g distan
ce calls inquiring of a R

uby-
M

atth
ew

s lin
k

 ju
st tw

o d
ays b

efore th
e 

com
m

ission
's fin

al rep
ort w

as su
b

m
it-

ted to P
resident L

yndon Johnson. 
G

riffin
 called

 fou
r p

eop
le —

 R
u

b
y's 

sister E
va G

rant, his room
m

ate G
eorge 

S
en

ator, b
u

sin
ess p

artn
er R

alp
h

' P
au

l 
an

d
 C

arou
sel C

lu
b

 b
arten

d
er A

n
d

y 
A

rm
stron

g. N
on

e k
n

ew
 of an

y con
n

ec-
tion

 b
etw

een
 R

u
b

y an
d

 M
atth

ew
s or 

M
atthm

. T
a' ex-w

ife in
 S

h
revep

ort, th
ey 

sa
id

. ' 

• 
G

R
IF

F
IN

 T
O

L
D

 T
he N

ew
s he m

ade 
th

e last-m
in

u
te p

h
on

e calls b
efore th

e 
W

arren R
eport w

as released, "trying to 
ch

eck
 o

u
t th

e p
h

o
n

e ca
ll"

 .to
 M

rs. 
M

atthew
s in Shreveport. 	

. 
"It w

as a m
atter of w

an
tin

g to m
ak

e 
su

re th
a
t w

e h
a
d

n
't left a

n
y
 sto

n
es 

u
n

tu
rn

ed
,"

 said
 G

riffin
, n

ow
 a cou

n
t)! 

judge in C
leveland. 

O
sw

ald
 w

as n
ot k

n
ow

n
 to h

ave b
een

 
su

sp
ected

 of ever b
ein

g in
 C

u
b

a u
n

til 
last D

ecem
b

er w
h

en
 F

B
I d

ocu
m

en
t; 

w
ere d

ecla
ssified

. F
B

I D
irecto

r J
. 

E
d

g
a
r H

o
o
v
er, in

 o
n

e m
em

o
, sa

id
 

O
sw

ald
 "

m
ad

e several trip
s to C

u
b

a; 
u

p
on

 h
is retu

rn
 each

 tim
e w

e (F
13,1) .  

q
u

estion
ed

 h
im

 ab
ou

t w
h

at h
e w

en
t to 

C
u

b
a for an

d
 h

e an
sw

ered
 th

at it w
as 

n
on

e of ou
r b

u
sin

ess."
 	

, - • , 
H

oover could have m
istaken O

sw
ald 

fo
r
 R

u
b

y
 e

x
c
e
p

t th
a
t th

e
 D

a
lla

s 
n

igh
tclu

b
 ow

n
er w

as fou
n

d
 b

y th
e F

B
I 

to have visited C
uba only once, in 1959. 

T
H

E
 W

A
R

R
E

N
 C

om
m

ission
 stated

 
th

at R
u

b
y in

 Jan
u

ary 1959 "
m

ad
e p

re-
lim

in
ary in

q
u

iries, as a m
id

d
lem

an
, 

con
cern

in
g th

e p
ossib

le sale to C
u

b
a of 

som
e su

rp
lu

s Jeep
s located

 in
 S

h
re-

vep
ort, L

a., an
d

 ask
ed

 ab
ou

t th
e p

ossi-
b

le release of p
rison

ers from
 a C

u
b

an
  

that F
idel C

astro took control of C
uba. 

R
u

b
y su

b
seq

u
en

tly m
ad

e at least 
tw

o trips to C
uba during 1959 and possi-

illy
 m

o
re, a

cco
rd

in
g
 to

 recen
tly

 
released federal docum

ents. 
R

uby still w
as w

orking on the jeeps-
for-p

rison
ers exch

an
ge w

h
en

 crim
e 

figure T
rafficante w

as arrested by C
as-

tro authorities in H
avana and jailed in 

A
pril 1959. 

R
uby approached R

obert M
cK

eow
n 

of H
ou

ston
, a frien

d
 of C

astro an
d

 a 
con

victed
 gu

n
 sm

u
ggler, an

d
 offered

 
h

im
 $5,000 p

er p
erson

 if h
e cou

ld
 h

elp
 

get th
ree p

eop
le ou

t of a C
uban pr1§911, 

according to F
B

I docum
ents. 

A
bout a m

onth later, C
astro ordered 

th
e d

ep
ortation

 of T
raffican

te. T
raffi-

can
te, h

ow
ever, w

as n
ot released

 from
 

person until Septem
ber 1959. 


