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Ruby Revolver Saved
From Blast Furnace
Judge Orders Return of Collector’s ltem

By Molly Sinclair
Washington Post Staff Writer

A court ruling has saved Jack
Ruby’s revolver from being melted

down in a blast furnace like other

guns seized in the District, lawyers
and police officials said yesterday.
They said an order issued Wed-
nesday afternoon by D.C. Supenor
Court Judge Joan Zeldon clears the
way for the .38-caliber Colt Cabra,
used to kill Lee Harvey Oswald on

Nov. 24, 1963, to be returned to

Robert Luongo, from whom the gun
was seized a month ago on ‘the
grounds of the Capitol.

Luongo was accused of violating

' the District’s strict gun-control

laws. The weapon has been locked
in a safe in U.S. Capitol Police head- '

quarters for nearly a month while
the case against Luongo worked its
way through the court system.

Charges against ' Luongo were,

dismissed this week. Officials said
the gun could be returned as early
as today although none of them
would discuss the negotiations now
underway for the transfer of the
collector’s item.

“I have the court order and I have
no doubt the Capitol Police will obey
it, but we simply don't know yet
when we will get the weapon,” said
Luongo's attorney, G. Allen Dale.

Capitol Police spokesman Dan
Nichols said police “have been or-
dered to return the gun at a mutu-
ally convenient time and we will do
s0. . ..A mutually convenient time
has not been worked out yet.”
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Police seized the gun March 28
after Luongo, 37, of Ocean Rldge,
Fla., brought it to the District for
an appearance on the “Larry ng
Live” television show.

Luongo represents Florida re@l'

“estate developer Anthony V. Pu-

gliese 11 and a consortium that
bought the weapon for $220,000 4t
auction last year. He was arrested
after a chance encounter with House
Speaker Thomas S. ‘Foley on the
Capitol’s east plaza. Police charged

‘Luongo with carrying an unregig-

tered gun and carrying the Colt with-
out a license, both misdemeanors, !

The gun was not loaded when it
was seized and police found no ani-

. munition on Luongo when_they ar-

restedhlm officials said, = !
. -Firearms charges against. Luongo
were dismissed Monday during i
hearing before Judge Zeldon.
U.S. attorney's - office said in

'statement that' an investigati

proved Luongo was acting as an
authorized agent of the revoiver’;
owners and had no intention of us,-

.ing the gun as a weapon.

But the fate of the gun remameﬂ

in doubt for several days. To ret

solve the matter, Dale filed a mok
tion asking the court to order the
gun returned to his client. In his
motion, Dale argued. that the law
provides that a person aggneved

by an unlawful search or d

tion of property may move the
court for return of the property oR
the grounds that the person is
titled to lawful possessmn of th
property.” !
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