
Jack Ruby's Gun Seized 
In Encounter at Capitol 
Man Says He Wanted to Show fooliteoley 

Luongo w in down to appear 
By Brian Mooar 	 with the gun on the "Larry King 

Washington Pad Staff Wnter 
Live" television show Friday and 

U.S. Capitol Police seized the ended up in jail overnight when his 
pistol Jack Ruby used to kill Lee enthusiasm for showing it off at- 
Harvey Oswald after a man carried 	tracted the attention of police. 
the $220,000 weapon to Capitol 	Luongo, 37, of Ocean Ridge, Fla., 
Hill and on a whim offered to show said upon his release from jail yes-
it to House Speaker Thomas S. terday that his ordeal began as "a 
Foley, police said yesterday. 	simple naive scenario." He said he 

Robert Luongo, a representative decided to sightsee for a few hours 
of the pistol's owner, said he meant before catching a flight home and 
no harm and considered the unloaded was simply unaware that the Dis-
gun, bought at an auction, to be more trict's stringent gun laws require 
a piece of history than a weapon. 	carrying permits even for historic, 
Luongo said he is terrified that the 	unloaded guns. 
weapon might meet the fate of other 	He complained bitterly that po- 
firearms seized in the District: de- 	lice knew he had the battered .38- 
struction. A judge will have to decide caliber Colt Cobra packed in a 
whether usual policy will be followed, 	locked case for nearly 30 minutes 
police said yesterday. 	 before his arrest. While strolling on 

The Saturday afternoon incident the Capitol grounds, he met a young 
has flushed out the owner of the police officer and began talking 
gun, who had gone to great lengths about the mysterious twists and 
to maintain his anonymity. Local turns of the assassination of Pres-
lawyer Allen Dale said he was re- ident John F. Kennedy. Police and 
tamed yesterday by the gun's own- Luongo differ on whether Foley was 
er, Anthony Pugliese, of Florida, to directly approached. 
try to get it back. 	 See GUN, A9, Col. 3 
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R
obert L

uongo, 37, says the gun incident began as "a sim
ple naive scenario." 
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D
.C

. M
ay D

estroy G
un That W

as U
sed to K

ill O
sw

ald 
G

U
N

, From
 A
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C
apitol P

olice spokesm
an D

an N
i-

chols said L
uongo w

as standing on 
the C

apitol's east plaza about 2 p.m
. 

w
hen F

oley (D
-W

ash.) entered the 
b
u
ild

in
g
. T

h
e o

fficer p
o
in

ted
 o

u
t 

F
oley as the speaker, at w

hich point 
L

uongo reportedly said, "I bet he'd 
lik

e to
 see th

e g
u

n
 I h

av
e in

 m
y

 
case." N

ich
o
ls said

 th
e co

m
m

en
t 

"co
n

cern
ed

 th
e o

fficer g
reatly

. 
T

hat's w
hen the officer asked if he 

could look into the bag and see the 
w

eapon." 
P

olice reports indicated L
uongo 

im
m

ed
iately

 w
as arrested

, b
efo

re 
he had a chance to talk to F

oley. 
L

u
o
n
g
o
 m

ain
tain

s th
at th

e ref-
eren

ce to
 th

e R
u

b
y

 g
u

n
 cam

e an
d

 
w

ent in a sentence, and the conver-
satio

n
 m

ean
d

ered
 o

n
 fo

r sev
eral 

m
inutes until F

oley arrived. 
"H

e said
 to

 m
e, 'T

h
at's T

o
rn

 
F

o
ley

,' an
d

 it d
id

n
't rin

g
 a b

ell," 
L

u
o

n
g

o
 said

. "T
h

en
 [th

e o
fficer] 

said, 'T
hat's the third m

ost pow
er-

ful person in the U
nited S

tates.' " 
L

uongo said he w
aited about 30 

m
inutes until F

oley left the C
apitol. 

C
lutching the brow

n alligator bag 
that carried the gun case and R

uby 
gun in his left hand, L

uongo said, he 
ap

p
ro

ach
ed

 F
o

ley
, sh

o
o

k
 h

an
d

s, 
in

tro
d
u
ced

 h
im

self, en
g
ag

ed
 in

 a 
brief conversation and w

alked aw
ay 

w
ithout ever opening the bag con-

taining the gun case. L
iiongo said 

he w
as arrested m

om
ents;later. 

F
oley w

as unavailable for com
-

m
ent. 

L
uongo w

as charged w
ith carry-

ing a pistol w
ithout a license, a m

is-
d
em

ean
o
r u

n
d
er D

istrict law
. H

e 
posted bond yesterday and w

as ex-
pected to be arraigned tom

orrow
 in 

D
.C

. S
uperior C

ourt. 
L

uongo said he w
as w

orking w
ith 

th
e o

w
n
er o

f th
e g

u
n
 to

 h
elp

 fig
h
t 

w
h
at h

e ch
aracterized

 as "th
e sec-

o
n
d
 v

ictim
izatio

n
" o

f Jack
 R

u
b
y
. 

L
uongo and R

uby's younger broth-
er, E

arl, ap
p
eared

 o
n
 "L

arry
 K

in
g
 

L
iv

e" to
 d

en
o

u
n

ce th
e n

ew
 m

o
v

ie 
"R

uby," w
hich portrays R

uby as a 
paw

n in a m
ob-inspired assassina-

tion conspiracy. 

T
h
e g

u
n
 w

as au
ctio

n
ed

 o
ff in

 
N

ew
 Y

ork last D
ecem

ber and sold 
to a gun collector for $220,000. A

t 
the tim

e of his arrest, L
uongo told 

police he w
as carrying the w

eapon 
back to its ow

ner in F
lorida. H

e told 
T

h
e P

o
st th

at P
u

g
liese is a p

art-
o
w

n
er o

f th
e rev

o
lv

er an
d
 th

at it 
h
as b

een
 p

u
rch

ased
 b

y
 a co

n
so

r-
tium

. P
ugliese, a real estate devel-

oper, declined to com
m

ent. 
L

u
o
n
g
o
 said

 h
e is o

n
e o

f P
u
-

gliese's partners and dabbles in real 
estate and other business ventures. 

C
apitol P

olice said they found it 
hard to believe that som

eone w
ould 

b
e w

alk
in

g
 th

e streets w
ith

 su
ch

 a  

valuable w
eapon and even harder to 

believe that som
eone w

ould display 
the w

eapon voluntarily to a police 
officer in a security-conscious for-
tress such as the C

apitol. 
T

h
ey

 said
 th

e serial n
u

m
b

er o
n

 
th

e g
u
n
 w

as 2
7
4
4
-L

W
. T

h
e sam

e 
serial num

ber w
as on the gun used 

b
y
 R

u
b
y
, acco

rd
in

g
 to

 a 1
9
7
8
 re-

port of the H
ouse S

elect C
om

m
ittee 

on A
ssassinations. 

O
ne source said several officers 

couldn't resist the urge to touch the 
g
u
n
 u

sed
 in

 O
sw

ald
's k

illin
g
, an

 
ev

en
t th

at d
ash

ed
 an

y
 h

o
p

e th
at 

A
m

erican
s w

o
u
ld

 k
n
o
w

 fo
r su

re 
w

h
y
 o

r ev
en

 w
h
eth

er th
e fo

rm
er 

M
arine m

urdered K
ennedy. 

R
uby bought the pistol in a D

allas 
paw

nshop for $75 in 1961. It becam
e 

the center of a tw
o-decade tug-of-

w
ar to settle Jack R

uby's estate after 
he died of cancer in 1967. E

arl R
uby 

w
ent to court and w

on clear title to 
the gun and put it up for auction last 
year. 

N
ow

 Jack R
uby's grim

 legacy has 
been thrust back into legal lim

bo. 
"T

h
at's n

o
t u

p
 to

 u
s," said

 N
i-

chols of the gun's future. "T
hat w

ill 
b
e u

p
 to

 th
e co

u
rt sy

stem
. T

h
e 

standard policy is that all w
eapons 

seized through arrest or otherw
ise 

are d
estro

y
ed

 o
n

ce th
e case h

as 
been disposed of." 

F
ran

k
 R

o
m

an
, o

f N
ew

ark
, an

-
o
th

er sp
o
k
esm

an
 fo

r th
e o

w
n
er, 

said
 h

e h
as h

o
p

e th
at th

e g
u

n
 w

ill 
be returned. "I think for any judge 
to

 m
ak

e th
at d

ecisio
n
 [to

 d
estro

y
 

th
e g

u
n

], h
e w

o
u

ld
 h

av
e to

 b
e o

u
t 

of his m
ind." 


