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In s Nov. 27, 1063, memorandum
from C.L. McGowan to Al Rosen, both
ranking FBI officials, it was reported
that agents in Dallas had been instruct-
ed to make the investigation of police
conspiracy a “prime consideration” in its

probe.

“One of the prime considerations ks
whether Oswald was set-up by the Po-
lice t," McGowan said he
had told Kyle Clark, the Dallas FBI's
second_in command. “The investigation
cannot be conducted on the assumption
that Oswald's deathwasjtmthermﬂl
of a breakdown in security procedures.”

McGowan's memo, written three days
after Oswald's death, said he issued the
orders “bearing in mind that Oswald
would be regarded by the police as a
‘cop killer’ because of the death of Tip-
pitt, Other memos indicate this outlook

had been discussed fully with Hoover
and that he had agreed.

Hoover himself followed up on
McGowan's orders with a Nov. 29, 1863,

tions. The teletype Indicated the
volvement of -police was very much
live issue at FBI headquarters and tha
no effort should be spared in tracking i
down to a conelusion. i
Demanding that all interviews
“exhaustive,” the director
Pﬂﬂ_ agents with orders to find the
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sflemonstrate, that, far from ignoring the and gun Qswald down before an arra
pmspecto!poﬁneunq:lnmthem of - police jguards. mnanurdghu:iuz
#lomlﬂg_tﬁmsnfhepﬁme owner was known to frequent the
lus i N ., police station and-occasionally hire off
The Warren Commission's eventual duty * *
_conclusion on the case, based on the*fi- . . But ternal records of conversa-
nal of the PBI investigation, was —tions strategy sessions between
that § iby acted alome in the shooting  high- officials indjcate the first
dea __,'Qf Oswald. But numerous critics - reaction de the bureau was to quick-
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that any police officer or other official
conspired with Ruby or willfully per-
mitted the killing” during Oswald's
transfer to County Jail.

# What was the exact security proce-
dure in effect on the morning of Nov.
24, 1963, and was “any unauthorized

.Any“polk!whnworkedpanﬂme
for Ruby." They were to be grilled, as
well as “all police who were on duty in
:umecdm with the u-anafer of Os

regarding the Oswald transfer which
could be investigated for deliberate
weaknesses.

memphmimdhtheteletypé

ing that Ruby had a conspirator or that
apo]leeofikn'orpuhlicoﬁldalwnln-
volved” should be immediately forward-
e;ltobtmuhmdqinnarsinWashmg

Mchn wrote that the tnvsﬂp
tion of the shooting was to be exhaus-
tive and that such a probe “should cer-
tainly include all police who were in the
area,” an instruction which apparently

the transfer.
x 'Whenwas@nﬂﬂ?ﬂlh-‘ﬂe'
Curry? the memo stated. “Why didn't
he personally handle the removal of Os-,
wald? To whom did he give such orders,
and were such orders given in writing?
1f so, copies should be obtained™ [
. Another memo &umRmmtowp
Hoover lieutenant Alan Belmont, writ-
" ten only hours after the news that Os-
wald had been shot, indicated that Hoo- |
“ver already was casting a suspicious eye
at Dallas police officials and had so in-
formed President Lyndon B. Johnson.
The memo, recounting a conversation
Rosen had with the director at 1 pm. on |
Nw%n!ﬁl—loaverhad“pat:pokmﬂ
to Johnson and that he “referred to the |
fact that our Dallas office had warned
local authorities toncerning the anony-
mous call received . . . that threatened
the shooting of Oswald when he would
be transferred,” a warning which came
in the night before.
"He(Houvm’)mldDalthﬂefuiPo-
lice Curry had not properly handled the
_ situation, as evidenced by the fact that




‘picious Incidents brought to the FBI's

One memo from Rosen to Belmont,

1963, memo Hoover was asserting that
he was almost 100 per cent convinced
Ruby had committed the rurder alone.
The Dallas Police Department in fact
bad set up what ft felt was an elaborate
security net around the transfer because
of thrests on Oswald's life. Police had
to use an armored car as a de-
coy for moving Oswald, who was actual-
l-ygaingbhem-edtn_anl.mmm‘ked
pgﬁmw,hatRubywaahletnmmr
the basement from the Main Street en-
trance when a policeman guarding the
ramp was distracted by another car
moving out of the basement. ==~
Ruby later contended he had not
planned to shoot Oswald -but that he
was carrying a gun because he had
more than $2,000 on him at the time,
and that be took the opportunity when
Oswald came into view because he
wanted to be a “hero.”
But the suspicion that others partici-
pated in the killng of Oswald has re-
mained alive over the years, since Os-

motives for assassinating the president
— a killing which numerous critics be-
lieve also involved others still at large.
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