
R
uby's D

eath W
on't E

nd Search for A
nsw

er 
«

ker 
 

b
u

ted
 to

 h
is d

eath
, R

u
b

y
, to

o
, 

ap
p
ears to

 h
av

e b
een

 a b
lin

d
 

killer w
ithout know

n cause; so, 
p
erh

ap
s, w

as th
e m

an
 h

e k
ill-

ed, L
ee H

arvey O
sw

ald, accus-
ed

 assassin
 o

f P
resid

en
t K

en
-

nedy. 
D

id O
sw

ald shoot? A
nd if he 

d
id

, w
h
y
? B

ecau
se o

f Jack
 

R
uby, no one is ever to know

. 
D

id
 O

sw
ald

 act alo
n
e? B

e-
cause of R

uby, that is unlikely 
to be proven to a certainty. 

W
as it to

 k
eep

 th
ese q

u
es-

tio
n
s u

n
an

sw
ered

, th
en

, th
at 

Jack
 R

u
b
y
 lu

n
g
ed

 b
etw

een
 

careless p
o
licem

en
 to

 k
ill L

ee 

T
h

e
 th

e
sis o

f th
e
 W

a
rre

n
 

C
om

m
ission —

 that 	
O

sw
ald, 

alo
n
e an

d
 b

ecau
se o

f o
b
scu

re 
m

ental disturbances, killed the 
P

re
sid

e
n

t, a
n

d
 th

a
t R

u
b

y
, 

eq
u

ally
 alo

n
e an

d
 fo

r eq
u

ally
 

indefinable m
otives, killed O

s-
w

ald—
provides the only ration-

ale of the assassination that ac-
co

u
n
ts fo

r its m
ajo

r ep
iso

d
es, 

d
esp

ite th
e lesser in

cid
en

ts it 
m

ay not explain. 

O
sw

ald? T
here are only R

uby's 

m
aundering w

ords, and a lack 

o
f co

n
trary

 ev
id

en
ce, to

 sh
o
w

 
th

at it w
as n

o
t. 

B
u

t ev
en

 fo
r th

o
se w

h
o
 se-

cep
;. th

e W
arren

 rep
o

rt, th
e 

D
allas d

ram
a can

 n
ev

er h
e 

clear case o
f cau

se an
d

 effect 
that can be analyzed and fully 
u

n
d

ersto
o

d
 th

ro
u

g
h

 law
y

ers' 
ev

id
en

ce an
d
 scien

tists' d
ata. 

F
or that reason Jack R

uby, the 
strip

-te
a
se

 p
ro

p
rie

to
r w

h
o

 
could throw

 hecklers dow
n the 

sta
irs o

f h
is c

lu
b

 b
u

t w
h

o
 

an
g

u
ish

ed
 av

er th
e fate o

f th
e 

Jew
s an

d
 at th

e en
d
 lo

n
g
ed

 to
 

g
o

 h
o

m
e to

 th
e C

h
icag

o
 th

at 
sh

ap
ed

 h
im

, w
ill lin

g
er g

ro
-

tesquely in history. 

C
h

an
ce p

u
t h

im
 th

ere, if h
is 

w
o

rd
s are to

 b
e b

eliev
ed

, b
e-

cau
se ch

an
ce p

u
t h

im
 in

 th
e 

basem
ent of the D

allas P
olice 

D
epartm

ent on N
ov. 24, 1963. 

A
s h

e d
ro

v
e p

ast th
e b

u
ild

-
ing, he said, a slow

-m
oving bus 

gave him
 an unexpected oppor-

tu
n

ity
 to

 m
ak

e an
 illeg

al left 
turn into a parking lot near the 
telegraph office, instead of go. 
ing farther on as he had intend-
ed. T

h
at ("th

irty
 seco

n
d

s o
n

e 
w

ay
 o

r th
e o

th
er," h

e said
) 

cab
sed

 h
im

 to
 see th

e cro
w

d
 

at the police building, to join it 
out of curiosity. W

hen O
sw

ald 
appeared, R

uby "blacked out" 
and entered history in a trance. 

O
r perhaps not; R

uby said at 
o
th

er tim
es th

at h
e k

illed
 O

s-
w

ald
 to

 sp
are M

rs. K
en

n
ed

y
 

fu
rth

er o
rd

eal an
d
 "to

 sh
o
w

 
the w

orld that Jew
s have guts." 

E
ith

er w
ay

, if R
u
b
y
 w

as to
 

be believed at all, chance w
as 

at the root of it—
the chance to 

m
ake an unexpected turn, the 

ch
an

ce o
f a clo

u
d
y
 b

rain
 an

d
 

feverish em
otions and a pistol 

in his pocket com
ing together 

w
ith

 lax
. secu

rity
 in

 th
at tim

e 
and that place. 

If the W
arren C

om
m

ission's 
conclusions about O

sw
ald are 

generally correct, chance w
as 

as h
ard

 at w
o
rk

 o
n
 N

o
v
. 2

2
—

th
e ch

an
ce th

at p
u

t O
sw

ald
 in

 
a jo

b
 o

n
 th

e m
o

to
rcad

e ro
u

te, 
w

ith
 h

is b
arely

 stifled
 h

o
still. 

ties, h
is b

itter h
o

m
e life, h

is 
rifle an

d
 h

is ab
ility

 to
 fire it, 

o
n

 a
 c

le
a
r d

a
y

 w
h

e
n

 th
e
re

' 
w

o
u

ld
 b

e n
o

 p
ro

tectiv
e co

v
er 

over a president's autom
obile. 

A
n

d
 it w

as ch
an

ce, fin
ally

, 
th

at stru
ck

 Jack
 R

u
b
y
 w

ith
 

cahcer and the final blood clot 
b

efo
re a m

o
re o

rd
erly

 co
u

rt, 
could seize the last opportunity . , 
to

 m
ak

e sen
se o

f h
im

 an
d
 his 

deed. 
T

hat Is w
hy, finally, the as-

sassin
atio

n
 an

d
 th

e rest o
f th

a 
dram

a of those N
ovem

ber days 
m

ust alw
ays be som

ething of a 
m

y
stery

—
d
esp

ite th
e W

arren
 

C
o

m
m

issio
n

's la
b

o
rs, th

e
w

 
b
o
o
k
s, th

e
 a

rtic
le

s, th
e
 in

-
vestigations. T

hat is w
hy new

 
e
v

id
e
n

c
e
, o

r th
e
 la

c
k

 o
f it, 

p
ro

b
ab

ly
 n

ev
er w

ill still all 
doubts. 	

- 
F

o
r a

t th
e
 h

e
a
rt o

f th
o
se

 
d

o
u

b
ts is th

e u
n

w
illin

g
n

ess o
r 

the inability 
of 

m
en

 callin
g

 
th

em
selv

es ratio
n
al to

 accep
t 

the capricious m
alice of chance• 

th
e m

alig
n
an

t fate th
at co

u
ld

 
p

lace L
ee O

sw
ald

 in
 th

e o
te 

job that w
ould give him

 a w
in. 

dow
 from

 w
hich to strike sense-

lessly at a despised w
orld, that 

co
u

ld
 allo

w
 Jack

 R
u

b
y

 an
 u

n
-

p
lan

n
ed

 left tu
rn

 in
to

 h
isto

ry
, 

in
 w

h
ich

 a lo
v
eless ch

ild
 an

d
 

a C
h
icag

o
 street k

id
, w

ith
o
u
t 

k
n
o
w

n
 cau

se o
r v

isib
le co

n
. 

n
ectio

n
, co

u
ld

 co
n

v
u

lse h
u

-
m

anity. 
S

h
o

u
ld

n
't th

ere b
e a b

etter' 
an

sw
er th

an
 th

at av
ailab

le to
 • 

m
en W

ho believe they can dis. 
cover the secret of cancer? 

N
o

t n
ecessarily

, b
u

t in
 net-

ther case are they likely to stop 
looking. 
(c) N

.Y
. T

im
es N

ew
s Service 

W
A

S
H

IN
G

T
O

N
—

Jack R
uby 

w
as an unim

posing little 
m

an, physically tough but soft 
and unsure and disturbed w

ithin 
him

self. 

H
e w

as an unlikely agent of 
history or of anything else, and 
as h

is b
o
d
y
 lies in

 th
e fu

n
eral 

hom
e of O

riginal W
einstein and 

S
on at C

hicago the great dram
a 

in
 w

h
ich

 h
e w

as so
 stran

g
ely

 
involved, three years ago is only 
the m

ore inexplicable. 

L
ik

e th
e can

cer th
at co

n
tri- 


