Ruby Dies Denyiny
Conspiracy Role in
Oswald’s Murder

Blood Clot
And Cancer
Bring Death-

By TOM JOHNSON :

DALLAS, Tex., Jan. 3 (AP)..
—Jack Ruby, the volatile
strip-joint boss who yearned
for “class” but found instead
notoriety as the killer of Pres-
ident John F. Kennedy’s as-
sassin, died Tuesday—ravag-
ed by cancer and finally kill-:
ed by a bloed clot, o

He insisted unti! the end that:
‘| he was part of no plot, had “!ng-
thing to hide,” that he ‘actad
alone, that an accident of timing
and a surge of blinding passion
caused hi mto shoot Lee Harvey
Ofwald. o
A sawed-off, pudgy tough from
Cliicago’s South Side, ied
er mor 5
Jji—and only a manth oz 50
ACTS TO DROP. CHARGE -~
: Because of his death, 'Distriqt
Attorney Henry Wade said he
would dismiss the murder
AP Wirephoto | charge against Ruby. i
Jack Ruby, killer of Presidential assassin Lee Of course Jack died not a
Harvey Oswald, is dead of cancer in Dallas hospital. :&';‘;:f:;dplganéu lflils‘zfs Daﬂ’f’
Ruby had been convieted- of
murdering Oswald and given a
death sentence in his first trial
in Dallas in March, 1964, The
verdiet was overturned by an
appeals court, -3
Ruby’s body will he sent {o
Chicago for funeral and burial:
BLOOD CLOT IN LEG... ;. + -
Dr. Eugene Frenkel said an
autopsy showed the immediate
cause of death was a blood elot
that broke loose in Ruby’s right
leg and coursed into a lung, :
The autopsy also showed ex-
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_|where President Kennedy had

“Ruby’s Last Days"—Story
"on Page 3

tensive cancer “in both of his
.|lungs, in the lymph nodes and
through the liver.” Earlier’ doc-
tors had said Ruby’'s pancreas
also was cancerous, ’ §

Doctors said Ruby's steadily

weakening condition and loss of
a pound a day for the last two
weeks prompted them to sum-
‘| mon his family to the hospital
over the New Year's weekend.

SPECIALISTS FAIL

Tuesday nearly 20 specialists

.|from the University of
Southwestern Medical School

and Parkland Hospltal were at

his bedside, giving closed heart

massage and oxygen——but the
blood clot was more than they
could overcome.

One witness of the aitopsy
estimated the  clot EEEched
fronr-Ruby T ankteto s pelvis
bre ee an ged in,

his lung.
Frenkel said Ruby “was juvial

/.
Continued on Page 3, Column 6 /\'\

this morning,” had a bath a
ordered eggs- for breakfast
Frenkel said the abrupt—deat

Continued from Firgt Page “ﬁ}
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His body will be sent to Chi-
cago for funeral services. ‘

A sister, Mrs, Eva Grant, said
Ruby died peacefully,

A lawyer, Elmer Gertz of
Chicago, said-Ruby looked B0
years old in his last days.

He was 55.

SLAIN AMID THRONG

Ruby stepped from a crowd of
newsmen and officers, jabbed a
32-caliber revolver t toward Os-
wald's abdomen and killed him
with one shot on Nov. 24, 1963,
two days after Oswald assassi-
nated President Kennedy.

Ruby shot Oswald as he was
being led through the basement
of the Dallas eity jail for trans-
fer to the coun‘ry jail.

Oswald died in Parkland Hos
pital, the ecity-county hospital

been pronounced dead two. days]
earlier.

Ruby was taken te the countx.
jail and had remained the;:J

until he was taken to Parkland
where he died at 10:30 A
CST (11:30 A.- M. EST).
CONSPIRACY DENIED -
Ruby insisted there was no
conspiracy. He said he killed
Oswald to spare Mrs. Jacque-

ine Kennedy the anguish oﬁ(
javing to come to Dallas to
testify. At other times, he saidy
he killed Oswald *to show the

\world that Jews have guts.”

| It was reported that during

|his time in jail Ruby had hal-

lucinations that Jews were be:
ing persecuted because of what.
he had done,

Ruby denied knowing Oswald
and denied knowing Dallas po-
liceman J, D, Tippif, whom
Jswald also was charged with
shooting to death soon after the
issassination,

One of his last requests in
he hospital was for a lie de-
:ector test that he hoped would
arove once and for all that
‘here was no conspiracy. But
solygraph experts and doctors
;aid the advanced state of his
sancer and the drugs used for
;reating it would make such a
test meaningless.

SHIFTED TO HOSPITAL

Ruby was taken to the hospi-
tal on Dec. 9 after jail doctors
had treated him for about three
weeks for a severe cold.

The hospital announced an
admission diagnosis of pneu-
monia and listed Ruby in ser-
ious condition. Some 24 hours

'lcer. Extensive

examination
-\showed af the malignancy
had invaded his pancreas, lungs
'\widespread that its sour: d
not EE defermined.

Doctors said this meant that

surgery and X-ray treatment

they could do was try, without
any real hope, to arrest the
cancer with chemicals.

2D TRIAL ORDERED

The Texas Court of Criminal
eals Tast November order-

i

E

police  festi hat!
i i toe:

B tima Nad —for—this|
{o_he -considered—part—of—the

crime—itself. :

At the time of the shooting,]
Ruby was 52, a squat, husky
man who acted as his ows
bouncer and might unprediet-
ably throw a patron out of his
joint for looking “‘at the girls
wrong’* or might, like a Damon
Runyon character, turn around
and ‘‘give you the shirt off his
back.”

He usually carried a pistol,
friends said, probably because
he also carried large sums of

‘|later, doctors said he had can-

were impossible and that all|

money. But nobody had ever
known him to use the pistol
until he killed Oswald with it.
FATAL LEFT TURN

Ruby said the chance that
brought him face to face with
Oswald was a decision to make
an illegal left turn.

He was on his wa the
do i ice,

a block west of the police sta-
send a_mone n
to_one of his strippers wha

needed §25 to pay her renf. -
r&s_he_agg_ssd..the_mﬁu—stk
'fion, he decided tn make an
illegal left _ t.
g%gjamug_xm..hwid,-end
as he returned

jn_hsl'._a.t_m_n.slnsk..
TOUGH KID IN' SLUMS ;

Ruby was born March 25,
11911, in the Maxwell st., slum
of Chicago. He was the sixth of
nine children of an immigrant
Polish carpenter, Joe Ruben-
stein and his wife, Fannie.

His real name was Jake,
Rubenstein.

His sister, Eva, mcknamed
him *“Sparky” becausa of his
quick temper and the way he
fought to win at anything—
street games or brawls with
the tough Italian kids up the
street.

Even when he was 10, said 1us
brother Earl, “he was always
geeting into fights and winnin*
DEm'l’

His parents split up . when
Ruby was 12 and he was placed
in a foster home. -

DROPOUT AT 16

He dropped out of high schoul-
at 16 and worked at-odd-jobs:
like scalping tickets to sports
events,

In 1933, he moved to San
Francisco and sold newspaper
subscriptions door to door.

Four years later, he returned
to Chicago and helped orgamze’
a junkyard workers’ union. Buf
his partner in the union, Le
R. Cooke, died, and Ruby w
back to selling anymost anythin
until he was drafted in 1941, He
was trained as an Army Air
Force mechanic and was dis-

ch_arged in 1946 without ever
going overseas.

He came to Dallas to join
Eva, and in 1947 they opened
two night clubs. Ruby devoted
most of his time to the down-
town strip joint, the Carousel



Club.

POLICEMEN'S CRONY
““He wanted to i d

T
ew him at the Carousel. \Ruby’

a jsited.
Caroy 1 )
The Carousel stayed open a

few weeks after Ruby's arrest]

It closed and then reopened]
and finally closed again for
lack of a beer license.

Now the former walkup strip
joint on Commerce st. is the
Police Athletic League gym—
where the cops teach tough kids
from the slums to take care of
themselves.

un
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- Murder Conspiracy Denied by Oswald’s Killer

Jack Ruby’s Last Days: Lucid

By BERNARD GAVZER
DALLAS, Tex., Jan, 3 (AP).—]

Jack Ruby denied- it to the edget

of death. =

But even his family couldn’t|
help asking, because so many
other people seemed to be ask-
ing, whether he really acted
. alone, and not as part of a con-
- spiracy, to kill the assassin of
President John F. Kennedy.
And so, near the end, Earl
. Ruby asked his brother again,
+as he had many times before:

““Are "you sure, Jack, there
was nothing else?"

And Jack Ruby answered,
says his brother:

“T'm not hiding anything, I'm|

rotecting anybody. There

is_nothing to_hide, no one to
profect. Believe me.”

in Parkland Memorial Hospital,

i with cancer, Jack
ften seemed to b g-
i
e

—

R .

hallucinations in which he im
agined that millions of Ameri-
can Jews were being slain in-a
pogrom as punishment because
he, a Jew, silenced the killer of
a President.

Ruby could be rational on
certain levels and wholly irra-
tional on others, according to
those closest to him. For exam-
ple, he might be watching a
\football game on television and
|something would touch him off
—like a penalty against a play-
er, Worse is being done to the

As he lay in his guarded room

Jews, he would say.

~~

bt

MORNING, JANUARY 4, 1987

He swore also that rumors of
secret_meelings relating to th

He also was tormented b"!'!l’ { Dallas Pol =
D, Tippit_and the slaying off
' beasts.

-Ruby insisted that he alone,
without plan or prompting, shot
Lee Harvey Oswald.

act
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a

Os ven

These details' of Ruby's las|
days came from his brother,
Earl, a Detroit businessmanj
Elmer Gertz, a Chicago lawyer
prominent on the legal team
that won reversal of the death
sentence given to Ruby in 1964;]
and, through them, from other

members of the family. _

The Ruby murder trial axag
the Warren Commission report
supported conclusions that Ruby

abd

wald—a shooting that was wit-

Sunday, Nov. 24, 1963.

® But a-roiling controy

s Bout{heWarrel Teport.—has]
produced various theori i
mﬁﬁh
give Ruby a Fidden role. How:|

give Ru

“He simply could not co
e not only acte

ey _cou
it Into a premi

a role in a plot i

ed alone in shooting of Os-

sed by a television audience]
millions of Americans on|

le. How-
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ive
hat
but t
ake this an ist
ivi im
e

shiped
Ruby sought no forgive-
ness for shoo 5

L3

’_' Jack mentjon

—_—

Moments, Dark Phob

%ﬂ@ﬂﬁme family—¢
0 _one of spair.”
i ‘Andhbe_whispered'-‘that_h_e;@-

his name more than a few times

in {he many fmes I saw him,

basement every night.”

“Don’'t tell me! Don’t tell me!|large private _Toom which” had
I hear them screaming from the|one wall dominated by a wide

window. A nurse and two deputy]

. |
-
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sheriffs were alsways on duty.
ﬂiﬁ-.é-ilﬁ%ﬂ-hmﬂm com,prea- Jack Ruby also complained'Rub!ﬂ:s pent hours w;iltghing,telz-
Rehiion; ummmh He_did nof, W vision, especially foothall gameg: y T l:i
kind_of instrume that God told| secretly 1n_jail. When he @MM%M. S S
l;im_ln_dn.ﬂ._nz_mat_]__ he was aiperienced E}i} cully T breathing #%igﬁ;w—zgﬂmﬂﬁoned ‘GENEROUS MAN - .-, o
instrument _of any people, buf] ak-[for his sister, Eil : O To his brothers and sis ted,
fhafit happened without his ¢om e a a Ht]

ness from America's Jews.

was convinced that his crim

i 1 - 1"
seious will, EEHEEML_MOk ~ “Eileen, do_me a fa
But Jack Ruby sought forgive- proot that mustard gas = 1,
He[Was seeped inio [is cell. _He handed her a list forpas-
m%‘:ﬁf___w

tion

1

as

Jack Ruby was fo ’thé‘_illd.ijfa
“fine, sympathetic, ggg_grd_us
man."” :

" 3 ¥

had triggered a progrom ii]
which Jews were being trans-
ported to Dallas and tortured to
death in the basement of the

cer, he was certaia—#—had|
_H,__J_,_d_mm_hm-ﬁeﬂlm 7
owever, his family praised

the treatment Ruby received in

Dallas county jail.

“That is not true, Jack. It is
_not true,” Earl told him. And so
|did many others who he ordinar-
liily trusted.

Parkland, although they com-|
plained that his condition hid
been neglected or brushed. off
as "hamming it up” in jail.

v
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“This Teast meal.”

|

Ruby spent his last day in ay Near the end his mood — ac]

trami, corned beef kosher-dil

ickles, rye bread, lox, ¢ ]
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impulsive gct and that Fack-did

it entirely alone, they .tof ware
larguments. pur | ing
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lask _if there were any pihers-

[who might also have begn Je-
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pits. T know.'

“What about Oswald?" Was ‘he
ever in your night club, did

him?" 5
(*“The first yer _saw
0 5 3 -we | E

e

1 never saw him

in my club.and I never met him
before in my life,” Ruby said:

A few weeks after Ruby wRs

found to have cancer, he exprss-

sed a wish to take a he dete

test to prove that all he aéﬁd

was true. His worsening contli-
tion precluded such a tes;‘. >

DATA INCONCLUSIVE «* ~a§

from represenfatives. m

MMmission o A8,
Wd
Wm-

Ruby, a stIlp tease cll:fb opri‘r-
ator who generally viewed 'tc-
complished and cultured p
as inhabitants of a temde
world, had an uncharacten!{ﬁc
reaction to a meeting wilhyUsS.
Chief Justice Earl ngn von
June 7, 1964. - =
During the interview, a'ecnrd
ing’ to Attorney Gertz, Wa
asked Ruby to read sometl.@g
“I can't. I don't have iy
glasses,” Ruby replied. o
Warren removed his sﬁfc-
tacles and handed them over.
Ruby then read the passage
without difficulty. 3R

WARREN ‘SO NAIVE' . 3"

Months later, ertz asknd
e thoug the

you ever meet him-' of ge

He had received. such a_ test -

WF a0 you say that?’ And all

[he did was shrug his shoulde F"‘

“JACK CONFABULATED’.
“The things -

Mwmmf

insinuate knowledge

“For example, whem he ot
Oswald, he was in a blacko
He lmew he shot Oswald; butga
had no real memory of the gx-
perience. The same thing i iz thae
about his explanation of ‘why e
shot Qswald. He said he did¥it
because he wanted to ‘$pate
Jacqueline Kennedy the'ordeal
of having to come back "to
Dallas for a trial. g
“That was somethm he’ -‘--

so what he attempted to do° '
show thal he knew from. meg, ‘
t 5

U nething
when ethidg
h n m"_ %

e learned abouUﬂiﬂg '
VAGUE ON IMPACT . - - .?;

Was Ruby aware of the ealim-
ity he caused history by.shoﬁi
ing Oswald? n oA

“As for the impact on h:u:tn&
that was much too sophlsmeated
a concept for him,"” said Ge '
“It really did not register-in a
meaningful way with him.*.
Until he fell xll 0




