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E
IF P

allas g
lo

ry
in

g
 ,N

erv
e 

W
ed

n
esd

ay, A
u

gu
st 16, 1978 

fficer allegedly w
ith R

uby at buy 
A.  ssassm

ation
s pan

el gets gu
n

; m
erch

an
t can

't recall policem
an

's n
am

e 

i
B

y E
A

R
L

 G
O

L
Z

 
D

allas nightclub ow
ner Jack R

uby 

- W
as w

ith
 a D

allas p
olice officer w

h
en

 

h
e bought the revolver he used to kill 

et cused assassin L
ee H

arvey O
sw

ald, 

ttle m
an

 w
ho sold

 h
im

 th
e gu

n
 said

 

.1tiesday. 
' • B

u
t R

ay B
ran

tley, w
h

o op
erates a 

/gardw
are and sporting goods store at 

1S10 Singleton, said he could not rem
ain- 

t
he nam

e of the officer w
ho accom

-
ed R

uby to his store to buy the gun 

it early
 1

9
6
0
, th

ree y
ears b

efo
re th

e 

assassination. 
e• H

e said it w
ould not be unusual for 

t
e officer, w

h
o sou

rces b
elieve w

as a 
u

ten
an

t, to b
e in

 h
is store b

ecau
se 

lec H
olicem

en trade w
ith m

e." 
M

eanw
hile, R

uby's _38-caliber C
olt  

,b
ra

 w
a
s d

eliv
ered

 to
 th

e H
o
u

se 
lion

s -C
om

m
ittee T

u
esd

ay 
ter 

th
e 

in
d

ep
en

d
en

t 'execu
tor of 

Illu
b

y's 'estate refu
sed

 to release it 
-d

irectly to th
e com

m
ittee u

n
d

er  

' 	

con- 

i
 essional subpoena. 

-. R
E

P
. JIM

 M
A

T
T

O
X

 of D
allas deliv-

ed the gun to the com
m

ittee, m
eeting 

- elti executive session T
uesday. 

Several m
onths before R

uby bought 
e gu

n
 h

e ord
ered

 fou
r oth

er C
olt 

. ' 

C
obras shipped by B

rantley to H
avana, 

C
u

b
a, to a R

u
b

y frien
d

 w
h

o w
as an

 
associate of organ

ized
 crim

e figu
res, 

R
uby told the W

arren C
om

m
ission. 

B
ran

tley told
 T

h
e N

ew
s T

u
esd

ay 
th

at "
offh

an
d

"
 h

e cou
ld

 n
ot recall 

sending the four guns in 1959 to form
er 

D
allas gam

b
ler L

ew
is M

cW
illie, th

en
 

m
anager of th

e T
rop

ican
a C

asin
o in

 
H

avana_ 
B

rantley -also told
 th

e F
B

I h
ou

rs 
after O

sw
ald w

as shot that he "had had 
n

o b
u

sin
ess d

ealin
gs w

ith
 Jack

 R
u

b
y 

prior to that tim
e (the 1960 sale of the 

revolver that killed O
sw

ald)." 
M

attox said the shipm
ent of guns by 

R
uby to H

avana "is a pretty substantial 
con

n
ection

 to th
e C

u
b

an
s. It m

ak
es it 

a
ll lo

o
k

 k
in

d
 o

f su
sp

icio
u

s . . . T
h

e 
oth

er C
u

b
an

s B
oatin

g arou
n

d
 an

d
 

O
sw

ald
 h

avin
g th

e -C
u

b
an

 con
n

ec-
tion

s"
 

T
H

E
 H

O
U

SE
 com

m
ittee im

plied to 
M

attox their investigators w
anted the 

revolver to ch
eck

 "
an

y p
ossib

le lin
k

 
b

etw
een

 th
is w

eap
on

 an
d

 an
y oth

er 
offense that m

ay have been com
m

itted 
w

ith this w
eapon." 

M
att=

 said the com
m

ittee "assured 
m

e as exp
ed

itiou
sly as p

ossib
le th

ey 

• 

w
ould get it (the gun) back tom

e-" 
T

he executor of R
uby's estate, D

allas 
attorney Jules F

. M
ayer, said he w

ould 
trust only M

attox, a personal friend, to 
loan

 th
e gu

n
 to th

e com
m

ittee w
ith

 
w

ritten
 a

ssu
ra

n
ces it w

o
u

ld
 

be 
retu

rn
ed

. H
e said

 a p
erson

 h
as b

id
 as 

high as 5125,000 for the 549 w
eapon. 

T
h

e H
ou

se p
an

el h
as h

eard
 allega-

tion
s "

th
at th

e gu
n

s w
ere sw

itch
ed

 in
 

som
e w

ay," M
attox said, so "that there 

m
ay h

ave b
een

 m
ore th

an
 on

e gu
n

 
involved_ 	

. 

"T
H

E
Y

 JU
ST

 H
A

V
E

 every kind of 
th

eo
ry

 in
 th

e w
o
rld

 flo
a
tin

g
 p

a
st 

them
," M

anox said, "that D
allas police 

w
ere in

volved
 in

 a con
sp

iracy an
d

 if 
th

ey w
ere in

volved
 th

ere w
as n

o w
ay 

they could be trusted to have done the 
proper ballistics tests. Y

ou nam
e it and 

they have heard it" _ 
T

h
e com

m
ittee h

as in
d

icated
 th

e 
revolver w

ill b
e given

 a b
allistics test, 

w
hether the F

B
I tested it in 1963. 

"
I d

on
't k

n
ow

 w
h

at th
ey w

ou
ld

 b
e 

gain
in

g b
y tak

in
g th

e gu
n

 u
p

 th
ere,"

 
B

rantley said. 
H

e said
 th

e gu
n

 "
d

efin
itely"

 w
as 

w
h

en
 sold

 to
 R

a
b
y
 m

 J
a
n

u
a
ry

, 
-is" 	

- • ' 	
• : ; 	

1
 

"T
hat's the reason it w

as so easy to 
tra

ce b
eca

u
se it h

a
d

 b
een

 p
a
ssed

 
through last the factory that m

anufac-
tured it to us," B

rantley said 
R

uby also bought another revolver 
from

 B
ran

tley to sh
ip

 to M
cW

illie on
 

M
ay 10, 1963. just six m

onths before the 
assassination, the F

B
I said. 

T
H

E
 .38-C

A
L

IB
E

R
 Sm

ith and W
esson 

w
as shipped to M

cW
illie in L

as V
egas, 

N
ev., w

h
ere h

e m
oved

 after h
e w

as 
forced to nee H

avana in 1961. H
is last 

job in H
avana w

as pitboss at the C
apri 

C
asino being operated for reputed F

lor-
id

a M
afia ch

ief S
an

tos T
rafftcan

te, 
baton/tad sources said 

R
uby bald the W

arren C
om

m
ission 

M
cW

illie asked for the four C
obras in 

H
avana because "

h
e w

as a little w
or-

ried
 of th

e n
ew

 regim
e (F

id
el C

astro 
h

ad
 tak

en
 over in

 C
u

b
a) com

in
g in

, 
and evidently be w

anted som
e protec-

tion
_ H

e called
 m

e or sen
t m

e a letter 
that I should call R

ay B
rantley." 

R
uby noted in his W

arren C
om

m
is-

sion testim
ony that B

rantley "denies I 
ever called. E

vidently, he feels, m
aybe 

.b
e feels, it w

ou
ld

 b
e illegal to sen

d
 

'm
e gu

n
s °ale th

e cou
n

try."
 

?
"
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