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t 6, 

Washington Bureau of The News 

- WASHINGTON — Jack Ruby's .38 cal-.... 
taper Colt Cobra was turned over to the 
•=flouse Assassinations Committee Tues-

day by Rep. Jim Mattox, 
Mattox said he received the gun in 

Dallas Sunday from Jules F. Mayer, 
executor of the Ruby estate, who had 
declined to turn it over directly to the 
committee. 

He quoted Mayer as saying that he 
trusted Mattox with possession, but, "I 
don't trust any of those guys up there." 

Mattox said he received assurances 
in writing that the weapon would be 
returned undamaged to Mayer. The 
congressmen went to the committee 
late Tuesday after hearings on the 

King assassination. 
"The purpose is to check out any 

linkage between Ruby and the gun to 
anything else," Mattox said. "There 
have been all kinds of rumors about 
conspiracies with the Dallas Police 
Department, the FBI and the district 
attorney's office." 

Mattox said that although he has not 
supported the committee activity, "If 
they are going to do it I want a thor-
ough investigation." 

He added that he learned from 
Mayer that although the longtime Dal-
las attorney was one of the first per-
sons Ruby talked with after the shoot-
ing of Lee Harvey Oswald and had vis-
ited Ruby in jail, the Warren 
Commission did not question him. 

Associated Press Wirephoto 

Rep. Jim Mattox . . holds the 
pistol that Jack Ruby used to 
kill Lee Harvey Oswald. 
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Mattox carries Ruby's 

gun to investigators 
t 0 RUTH EYRE 

Staff Writer 

e 	The snub-nosed revolver used by 

Jack Ruby to kill Lee Harvey Oswald 

was to be turned over to the House As-

sassinations Committee for ballistics 

s tests today by U.S. Rep. Jim Mattox, 

who agreed to carry the gun to Wash- 

, ington for the executor of Ruby's estate. 

Mattox, a friend of the Dallas attor-

ney Jules F. Mayer, executor of Ruby's 

estate, said he had brought the weapon 

by airplane to the capital Sunday and 

would turn it over to the committee in 

l executive session this afternoon. 

"I felt it best not to disclose I was 

bringing it to Washington until I got it 

here because of the value of the gun," 

Mattox said. "He (Mayer) had been of-

fered $125,000 for it, and frankly, it is 

probably worth a good bit more than 

that." 
Mattox said Mayer asked him to de-

liver the gun personally to the commit-

tee while it was in session so the com-

mittee would be on record as promising 

to return the weapon undamaged. 

"Since early June, the assassinations  

committee had been attempting to serve 

Mayer with a subpoena and obtain ac-

cess to the weapon," Mattox said. "He 

was reluctant to accept service and turn 

the gun over because of the position the 

government took toward Marina Os-

wald and her attempts to obtain the ri-

fle Oswald purportedly used to assassi-

nate President Kennedy. 

"There was a long drawn-out court 

battle which cost $75,000, and she still 

was not able to obtain the gun." 

Despite written assurances Ruby's 

gun would be returned, Mayer insisted 

that Mattox turn it over to the commit-

tee rather than an investigator, accord-

ing to the Dallas congressman. Mattox 

said Mayer is charged with maintaining 

the assets of Ruby's estate and "this is 

about the only thing left"of value. 

Mattox said the committee intended 

to run ballistics tests on the .38-Special 

Cobra Colt and trace its origin to learn 

how Ruby obtained the gun. He said he 

anticipated the committee would have 

the gun for approximately two weeks. 

Mayer could not be reached today for 

comment. 
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