Jim, )
Tris is not in the letter to Bud on my trip to see Bdlfsone Therc wou,d ne no
point in discussing it with Bud.

One of the giveaways is Wolfson's reference o Turner as having made mejor,
singificant ecntributions to what is kmown about the JFK assassination.

The reslity 8 thst Turner is responsible for the largest single disaster in
1% and has not only done no original work of his own but hasn't oven been a good
thief. I am not aware of tie nature of his receny Dremer work. I do believe he
should have the technical competence. But 1'm not prepared to believe that he has
come up with anything.

What I do believe from this is that Bud, refusing to recongize the reality with
which he more than ance has been confronted avout Turmer, may well have made &
succesaful piich to Wolfson to finance Turmer,.

I'm sorry L was not with Bud when he spoke to Wolfsom because I would be sorry
if any of this reacts against Bud. However, + imow I n.wer told him that I have
thig smokingegun type of thing on Ford and don't believe that you represented
envthing at =il like what Polfeon seemed to expects

I nover hed a chunce to make any kind of piteh,

Itwasmaimmlmesanﬂttobemmr&whenheaskedmabautthems.
There is no excuse for this blunder, I regret .t much, He has z high opinion of
Willisms. He should know how Williams srewed ithe Yepmocrats and threw away the best
shot anyone had on the Wakergate! That he couldn't even take a compebent depositiom.

If anything comes of this, and I expect nothing, it will be only if the present
economic sktustion is not pinching Wolfson hard and from the impression he formed
of me. I overheard him spesk to the young Barerra boy of my dedication, as he had
earlier to me,

Un the Foremsn deposition, I completed Haile's direct enc just god started on
your quesiioning when the plane landed yeeberday. I have marked it up and made a few
notes that uay interest you. There is & real basis for proparing something for the
record if there is any chance that Paile can introduce this. I am assumong that he
«ill not be able to and that his purpose was %o do it inctead of arodueing the
live Foreman to the courts

1 see more in the Cowles stuff than you mentioned. Of course you had little
$ime cod xay well be aware of these possibilities.

593‘&,



9/14/74
Dear Bud,
There are several ressens for ny writing you about my vieit with Wolfson as soon
as I got home.

Nothing care of i%, but it was by no means without ogther rewards. I's indebted
%o both of you for ite

I'm also sorry I was not with you when you and he spoke, It was a Wery busy day
for you and I was being devil's advocate with Ken's recent work,. I knew only that
Wglfson was disturbed by Fprd's pardoning Hizon and the earlier representation of
the renge of his intersts, slightly from you, more exbtensively from Ayvin,

While I am sure you said nothing you intended %o be taken that way, I have the
belief that Wolfson fo the impression yowlwere assiring him I had Ford with the smoking
gun s¥ill in his hand.

Once he was satisfied this wac not the situation, he had/ little interest and
the conversation was about other matiers.

He is an impressivex man. Very sharps in many ways. I am glad o have met xummx
hin for a number of reasons nome of which indicates any benefit to me or the work I do.
I have the impression that much of his life has been spent in making spot decisions
because they were necsssary tc what he was deing. Phis means making spot analyses,
on the basis of past experience and immediste impressions.

It is one thing to do this with business matters, wherc experience oan be a
dependsble guide and where s man learns in time to have confidence in his Sudgement,
It is quite a different matter o do this in political affairs of extreme conpletxity
and essentially Bysantine eharacter where theze are few people who have an adequate
comaond of what is required for bamie understanding.

He is deeply congerncd about the econopiyand inflation and the contunuation of
the eneggy evisis as he should be, vhether or not from fmmediate pain,. But what I did
not see is any recognition that this does not exist by itself, that its cause is not
espnomie but politiecal and not that in the usual sense.

(What was partioular gratifying is that whon he spoke of economic problems there
was no single comment that I could even extend into a personal or a selfish concernm,
++ was social concern and where it was specifie it was in terms of the needs of those
1ife has blessed with less of the comforts %o be enjoyed. Forgm example, the nedd for
housing and how it may be met even todays )

Witk 5 Ford as President and #ith a Congress the more foreward leoking nembera
of which are sitherdsolated or without real suoodr® the prospects for any eceonomie
ifprovement of anyi tantial character arc, in my non-econcmists opinion, so close
%o non-existent 1 conder the reality to be impossibility. This is a simplification,
but in terms of the simplification the question 1s not is there this sunking gun,
There is, at least for the immediate, no possibiliky of getting rid of Ford. Bub there
is what can be a reality, doing something that can give weight to the decentSminded
in Congress, reduce the political hamsyds %o them, snd putting Ford on a position where
his indebedness to Nizon mmm §888ES8 the slightest of his problems.

Wolfson says he and overyone else wantsto forget Watergate aend get on with other
and more pressing matters. To me this is like one wants to forget a cancer, for
there are no matters that are notdominated by Watergate and there will be neme in the
near future, He is, incidently, wrong in thinking that people no longer care about it.
This is the Hixon defemse line that took hold because so many Hixonieas and 80 many
afraid the face the real/ issues orveated by a Nixzon as President and what they required
kept repeating it. This attitude is also a oonsequence of khe refusal rather than the

failure of the more decent politicsl figures and all ihe media without exception %o
really investigate The Watergate and Nixon in ihe fullest sense. It has not happened yet.



We had a few mmmmnts alone after supper. At supper he ssked me to explain to
a very attracti¥e young boy, larry Barerra, s little of the real story of the JFK
assassination because after supper he and I would be talking about snother matter.
This made me wonder about whether becanse of the other matiers that keep him busy
Wolfson had really ever taken the time to get his own perspective on the JFE assassi-
pation. And those that followed, In any event, 4t meant a chopping up on any presenta—
tion I migh: have made.

Larry is the son of Blas Barerra, a Cuban who loft Cubs long before Casiro 4o
magke a betier Iife for himself and who, I can belicve Wolfson did not exaggerate at
all in saying, has, without education but by his own native talent d shoer determie~
nation, has risen to the $op in his line, I thinkheisatr&in&r%whatever the
specialdy, it is in horses, the purpose of his wisit with the Welfsons.

Rain prevented what all the others were to have done, so Wolfson andk I had only
a short while alone bofors all the others joined us. It is in this brief period that
I conoluded he expected from what you had said that I would be bringing hin the suoking
gm. I was caught by surprise. There ig no such thing bud because it doesn' ¢ exist
but because there is no way thet anyone who has i% cane safely produce it. (The only
veal alternative I gee is to take a lawyer’s approach, put a case togother and then
do what is possible to make that omse availsbls. I think that from what he knovs, 88 &
lawyer Jin has Yold you that I have this kindum of case hdready out together and
that with opportunities could add 4o it considerably. Ome of the benefits to me of
this trip is the awarcness that spending any more time on that sspect will be a futility
and I won ¢ do 1% now.) :

When the others joined us conversation turned immediately to horses and to
Baperra’s recollections of his childhood in Cuba and to his view of Castre. We
broke up about 10330 becane they had work to do with the horses the next day.
They put me up in the guest house, where I was aléne, and while I worked on ether
matters I had carried with me I alsc thought about whaidm had haprened and, not
knowing that they had herse work planned for the smtire next day, hopeito be able to
put matiers to Wolfsonm in a way he might be prepared $o consider. However, he had
Baverrs there for purposes quite important to him so, naturelly, it all ended with
breakfast, when he said goodbye to me.

I was just a bit surprised when he had no curicsity about the tulging portfolis
* had from which I had withdrawn merely a few docwments 1a response to his jnitial
questions. Not lmowing his interest was limited to this single smoking gun I hed
stayed up quite late and gotten little sleep to have a selection of unpublished and
I think vrather sensational evidence to show him, This preparation had %o be hasty
because of an unforseen development with the new book to which I had $o devete some
time (I never got a chance to show Wolfson any of it or any of the Pord part) and
because an extraordinarily heavy thunderstorr that seemed to be eentered éirectly
over us caused interruptlons in the curren$, hence the copying I did.

At one point I was incantious, During supper he had asked me of my interest in the
Hedskins and I said it was less sines Willisme had taken it over. Bt was & mistske not
to depart from my normal mamner of forthrighiness because the first thing he asked me
when we were alone is the reason for this. When I %old him he could not credit 1%, It
is, however, exactly as I seid and vim, who is habdling it for me, cap eonfirm that
there can be no reasonable doubt. Soon after this that he could not acoppt, 1 presume
now from personsl friendship with Williams, we were into what had been suppressed by
the Senate CIA “oversight” comrittee. 1t is by normal stundards quite a shocker and I
mean only that part I heve in documents. He ssid that Symington is one of his best friepds
and he supposes Symington is getting a little senile now.



bis need $o meke maximum use of the real $alents of Baverra while Barerra was there,
perhaps it might have been fdifferent. Aside from this need, very real and very
important o him, I think that what he had to do with Bararra ana the horses was amch
in his wind the few moments we had alone. Regardless, I believe that in tyese few
moments we had alone he mads his mind up negatively and, in fact, we never got te
abything he might do about anything., His negative attitude was spparent from the moment
it was apparent he exzpected this smoling guns

Of course I was disappointed, But X was there, thanks to him, and as I thought
that night of this and the impressions I had formed. I decided that after breakfast
I would undertake to show him some of what I had brought in s more organiged fashiom,
when I'd antiecipatedfthere would not be these other intrustions. I also thought it
would be possible for him to see that his congern with infletion and other emonomic
matters were not and could not be separste from these matters. I worked on some of
the discovery materials after the others retired until I had completed them and eould
discuss them with Yim and started leng before there was any sign of life anywhere
elge to put tha stuff I had taken together., In briefest form. Aré I went through the
proofs of the new book making 3 few page citations to what I thought might be of most
interest to him so that I'd economize on his timee 211 I tock over %o the main house
when I went thewe for breakfast a few moments before the time he hpd sald they'd
roturn froz the horses is the st of books I had taken him, T didn't even get 2
¢nznce to give them to hime ALl %alk was of the horses and as soon”as we ate he was
so znxious to leasve he was a Bt impatient that “sverva had %o make a phome eall. I
left Hirkm the books on a table for him abi n message that they were for him with his
house boy. As soon as we finished breakfast he thanked me for coming. ind as soon as
they veturned to the horses I phoned and made my reservation for the first flight baeck,

Pyooons of various ranks are not new to me. I met the vream of industry and
msnagement of the period when I worked for the Senate. (Including the head of the
lsw firm that Ceddy joined for a while,) Compared to Wolfson the late Plerre duPont
i3 a dumdum, It is precisely because he is self-made and has his own kind of excellent
mind and wide political acquaintances and friendships that this expericnce is valuable
to me. If 1 draw many conclusions from it I mention only a couple thet I think may be
of interest to you in any further common offoris we may make %o iuterest others in what
vwe believe is important to the country and what they will not likely be wiliing to
believe at the outset is in their personml interest.

If they demonstrate iu advance a narrow interest it will probably be a wate of
their time =nd ours to spesk to them bscause the demends of these narrow interests
will be waesal ané we will not be able to satisfy them. (Even though I had been led
to believe that Wolfson thinks Bittuan sold him out he had no interest in Bitimen's
erisingl activitics in The Watergste only som» of which have been indicated putliclys)

If the time for diseussion is limited, and with busy people of many interests this
is not improbsble, making an effort is a futility. Ditto is any others are present.

if they have been subjected to soms of the exaggerated cpinions so cormon, all the
prevalent theorising generally presented as established fact, reality can't compele and
will seem insignificant.(What Wolfson seems to think & of Garrisen is enough in this avea.)
If they have meen anything like Compubers or the underground press, waste no time.

This one expericnce alune tells me that more than s sincere sccial consciousness
and a genuine interest in justice and in the state of society is not enough for a begin-
ning, I think that in these Wolfson must rask very high among his peers. 1t was not
enough for him to have any interest except in this smoking-gum unreality. He had no
interest in an overall perspective. Because of the impression I formed of him this is
more of a disappointment.

A summary conclusion is that I think prospects of any outside assistance of any



kind is esactly what my early expericnee told me it is and would be, improbable, and

that its chances are in the present dirmer than they were then becsuse of all the

exzcesses of all the well-intended nuts. (A few remarks by Wolfson makes &t clear

mat sharp as he is he can_ 't discriminate between those who have done real work and
the fakers and nosaurs.)

In another aense this has been . bad oxperience for me because &f confirms the
need for what I do that is uzwelcom. There gimply 1s no willingness to credit fact
end reality and there is no willingness %o take the time to learn either, This tends
to fortify the conclusions £ have drawm from my experiences with book publizhers and
themediaandtanam that the prospeots are so dim that I must continue to write

the making of a record the primary consideration, Bothing susstantial in these
areas had oommercial prospect. The one thing I san do that I can hope is other than
still another futilisy & is to make & record. Lhis memns that any draft of any book
has to be what is generally regarded as prolix and vendentious. If it does net
inelude all the littic things others naf pick up later it is inadequate, asnd if i%
saould by any chance recaive serious publisher consideratiom, overvhelming evidence
and detail will be a minimum reguircment for acceptability.

These boliefs are what has dominated z)1 =y work mince the first, They have made
what 42 no% generally acceptable to others instinctive with me. If they should tura
out 40 be wrong, this experience tonds to persuade me even mere that for me there
is no real altornative,

Porhaps some time in the future we will have an opportumity to discuss this
if it should interest you.

Back to the smoking gun. He clearly expected thie and I do not think you really
promjsed it. What I think you promised I do have. As I thought this over later that
night and early the next morning I hed planned to put it %o him in a comprehensible
way. There was no chance,

He did tell me that he had sment you a copy of Bittman's letter or memo or more
then ons when Becker long ago approached Bitiman. He said to ask you Yo give we a copy.
I wrote this part months sgo but I would like to see if Bittman's version is other
than Pord's, which I have and have written about.

Sincerely,



