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pear lire Hothschald,

Zhanks for rour lotter of the 3rde I look forvard to hearding frow to0, Sherrill
when he has coupleted his manuseripts Should you at any tine belore then went an
independent judgement of what I have been working on, in terus of your specific
interests as wemll as in toto, which I think you uay in time come to see could also
interest you as much if not more, a young friend of Bud's and mine is working on
this aspect with me. lie is Jinm Lesar, 123% 4 Ste, 5§, Washington, D.C. 200243 202/
484=602%, Jin is a lawyer,

There is now nothing that can be done about it, but today is the day by which
sonething should have been done. I an aporehensive that today moy alse be the beginning
of 4 new era in our country,

Looking backward, i regret very much that I was so prececupied with what I have
been working on that I did not have time to think things through before you phoned,
Had I, I would have reslized that what haprened to Justice Fortas interested me at the

time it happened and it is included, in & form I no longer remember clearly, in a
1968 bouk I could not gzet printed. This ic to say a book I wrote in 1968 and then
added %o during the early days of the Hixon administration, Leter I was able to get
part of 1% published as Frame-Up. The originel work is titled Soup d'Btat. I look
back on i% not .«ithout some pride beecause the part that never got into print pretty
accurately forecast what has come to pasa, Passageswritten years in advance of the
testinony bEfore the Ervin comnittee read like that testimony. I saw what I termed an
Ameriform coup d'etat teking place snd the assault on Justice Fortas as part of ite

From this I know I have a rudimentary file on those events. However, I am certain
there is much more available and at some time I would want to zo over a fairly full file,
if it has been coliected, There is a good probability that there will be ¢uplications of
nemes ald that these can lead to fairly substantial evidenee,

If Bud told you anything at all about mes he probably saiff I try to be honest and
straightlforward, even when I know it can be against my interest. Thiis I told you that
i would expect secret evidence to have been memory-hoied by now but that public materials
could not be. Two of iz, Sherrili's books 1 have reflect his understending of what can
be done with the proper assembling of the non-secret, so I tidnk he will understand thise
1 now think that a thorough ransacking of the non-sscret should tie the past to the
Watergating present. Several clear connections are beginning to emerge in Jim's tracing
of some of my newer evidence. liot leads svidence, procfs.

Une of the problems with my work has beon s lack of resources. in what I am now
woridng on that I think will interest you I have some checking to do in Hexico Citye
Jim may be sble to do enough in dashington, fron what‘f"ﬁ'é? available there, and he is
going to try to find tine for it beginning today, but it is also possible that there
will have o be checking dowm there, This is a metter of extreme deliecacy. So, I ask
if you have a thoroughly dependabl: person there who can be trustod to do what is essy,
this simple checking, ana .hat is not easy, remain silent about it.

There is an odd facet in all . of thi: that vay interest you, perhaps as a novelist
relishes a strange twist, Let me proface this by telling you that I knew both Fortases
slightly in the past, They nay not remember me, Corol was o yong lawyer with the Labor
Board who sometires helped the Senate comdttee for which I vorked back in the “0s. (ind
like my wife, she then wore lisle stocking in anti-Japanese protest.) As a lawyer, the
Justice represented me and others when we vere the victims of the kind of ¢hing that
befell him, after he returned to private practise I tried without success %o interest
him in my work. He did mot Ting time to discuss it with me so he never had the chance
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I:.m, imen you g:wo'*:,;as to Bud, plesse tell hin about the YAF
have been collecting a file on this so I was lo: king for it

you have iundicated. They perucate,

i e 4
pattern you also have observed,

A end I think I have nore than
they and their older mentors and associates. ’

to lesrn wh.ther o» not it coule really heve interested hiu.

Because 1 do think we share interests, I also think there is more you should know
aboul M.

I am not what is generally understood &g an investi utor end in 0SS I wes not a
spooke. Bud will tell you thal i have never gone oub fo get anything for him without
coming back with as much as he expected or .ore. v Will resember thaf none of tris,
no matter now favout it nay nave socomed, hes not stacked up. Right now he has such a
case, where it was the word of soue of the riost disreputable aguinst that of one of the
country’s best-knovn and most suctesslul lawyers. What I gave him was mors than enough
for hin to rile in court au he did file it Because I an fiuancially imcobile it took
two years o get added corroboration, but the man who had it, when he came to Washirgton
$wo wecks apo, brought it with hime Jim has it, is going over those contenporsnaous
records, amd tells e they are coniirmatory and in pointe Jim will remember more of thuse
cases than bude Partly frou my experiences, pertly from the overviow and general vheories
fron which 1 work, L often see what the lew-trained uind does riote The experiences that
have been most helpful arc those investigating for thy Senate, those of an investigative
reporter, and perhaps most of «li, those as unk analyst in inteliligonec. The closest 1
ever carme to being a spock was to give information %o British Intelligonee before fearl
Habbor, when I did what L believe remains tie definitive work on Hezi cartels. \ I did
predict Pearl Hurbor and all the Japanese then it later did. It was published less than
three months before that atvack.) The reputation I built v intelligence caused all sorts
of jobs others could not do to be bounced to me, from all the branches, even the wWhite
House when others had failed. In no case did 1 have to go to other than exigting sources
to zet what was needed. The job that avaited me, based on nmy investigative-rcporting
reputation, when iy security was cleared, comes to mind as an illustration, pertly
because of a pleasing reminder of it more than 20 years later when I was trying to get ny
£irst book published, Four of our men who had volunbeered for a behinf-the iines drop
had been cenvicted of an attack on military poiice in a ¥ashingion suburb, The cone=
viction had been osustained on appeal ami they were s.rving senteonces, Six weeks after
I started they walked out, free, and i interviewed no single withess. I worked entirely
on the existine records, putting then together as they hal not been., You may recall that
we had sope oretty fair lawyers in Go3.

v

In 1565 & pubiishing executive who I had never met remembered LY uase becausc he nad
then been in US3 headguerters and knmew of this work. lie went for wy book, tove sSul in the
strange way thess things vork, Isaac Uon Levine wns consulted and xilled it. Lhen £ Obe
teined the warren Comdssion's once tcpsecret executive sessions, it became clear that
Levine had been parth pris becsuse of more than his political proconcaptions,

The oxtensive Tiles L have coliected in the past ten years on my assassinations
inquiries reflcet my own approaches and 1 think their correctness wnd productivity. I
believe thus soue day they will be an exceptionally valuable university archives They
are, of course, uvailsble for examination, including in evalustion o nce 4 Tect, I
would welcons: this.

is I do look Torwerd o hearing frow Hr. Sherrill, 1 also hopc that your own affairs
will bring rou near herc so we can neet and talk and so that you way cuestion me iy you
have the intercst. I believe you nay find thet your prémary interest is part of what
led to the watorgate in the broadest sense, that it is connwetod with thoue wio figure in
it, and what for all $he work that hae been done and all ihat has beon wantien aboul
the Waturimte, L have done vork that others have not and heve what foday coula be
decisive, if anything can be.

«nd it ovents do not overtaxe Us.

_ Sincerely,

B ki Ci v I} - - ‘
vbs dud Fenmsterwuldd via »in Lesar



