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Dear iy, Rothschiid,

Thunks for rour lotter of the 3rde I loovk forvard to hearing frow lir. Sherrill
when he has compleded his manuscripts. Should you ut any time beforv then want an
independent judgement of what I have beon working on, in terms of your specifisc
interesis as wemll as in toto, which I think You nuay in time come to see could also
interest wou as rmuch if not more; a young friend of Bud's and mine is working on
this aspect with ne. Mo is Jim Lesar, 1231 4 St., 57, ashington, LeCe 200243 202/
484=602%, Jir is a lawysre

There is now nothing that can be done ubout it, but today is the day by which
souething should have been done. I an aprehensive that today may also be the boginning
of a new era in our country.

Looking backward, I regre$ very much that I was so preoceupied with whuat I have
been working on that I did not have time to thisk things through belore you phoned.
Aad I, I would have renlized that what haprened %o Justice Fortas intercoted me at the

Time it hapoened and 4% is included, in a form I no longer remember clearly, in o
1968 bosk I could not get printed. This is %o say & book I wrote in 1968 znd then
added to dwring the early days of the Hixon administration. later I was able to get
part of it published as Frame-ip. The original vork is titled Loup 4'Ftat. I look
back on 1% not sithout sone pride because the part that nover got into print pretty
accurately forecast what has come to pass. Passageswritten years in advance of the
testinony bEfore the frvin comdttee read like that testinony. I saw whut I termed an
ameriforn evup d'etat taking place and the assault on Justice Fortas as part of it.

rror this I know I have a rudimentary ile on those ovents, Howover, I am certain
thore is nuch wore aveilable and at some time I would want +o €0 over a feirly full file,
if it has beon coliected. There is a good probebdlity tiai there will be cuplications of
naees and thet these can lead to fakrly substantial evidence, *

If Bud $0la you anvthing at all about e, he probubly suif I 4ry to be honest snd
straightforwam, even when I know it can be agninst my interest. Thits I told you that
1 would expect secret evidence to have been memory-holed by now but that public mntertals
could not be. iwo of irs Sherrill's books I have roflect his understending of what can
be done with the proper assembling of the none—secret, so I think he w3l unéeratand thise
I now tidnk that o thorough rensacking of the non-secret should tie the past to the
Jatergating present. Several clear conncctions sre beginning to emerpe in Jim's tracing
of some of ny newer evidence, lind leady ovidence, proofs.

Une of the problems with uy work has becn & lack of resources. in what 1 wm: now
workdng on that I think will interost you I have some checiing o do in Hexico Gitye
Jim nuy be sbie to do ciotgh in dashingbon, frouw w}u;‘.t:%éf svailable there, and he is
going to try to find time for it beginning today, but it is also possible that there
will have o be cheeldng down there, This is o mettor of extrame delicacy. So, I ask
if you have a thorouzhly dependabl: person there vho cant be trustod to do what is SL.8Y s
this sinple checkdng, an¢ .hat is nod eagy, renain silent sbout it

T,

iaere xs an odd facet in all of tids thet Loy dnterest you, perhaps as a novelist
relishes a strang: twist. let ne preface this by telling vou that I kmev both Fortases
slightly in the past. They may not ropember pe, Cirol was a yoing luwyer with the Labor
Sourd who souctires helped the Senste comittee for which I worked back in the “0s. {ind
Like my wife, she then vore lisle stocking in enti-Japenese protest.) 4s & lawyer, the
Justice represented e and others whon we were the victims of the kindg of thing that
befell hime after he returmed to privete practise I tried without success to intercst
him in gy vork. le did mot find sime to discuss it with me so he never had the chence



Jim. whe A1 Ay I dep 3 . . i -

Il;;:- ;_fhf:\n you give Sis L.?_:Sud, please tell him about the YAR patiern you also have observed,
17 been coliectn}g a iile on tlis so I was locking for it and & think I have more than

you uave indicated. Yhey permcate, they and their older mentors and associates.

to ilowm whether o 0% 4% coude really have inferestod hinme

Because I do didnk we share interests, I alse think there ie more you should know
about 0.

I aw not what is generwlly waderstood as ah investigubor and in UBS & wus not a
spooke Bud wWill tell you thas + huave never gone out to get wnything for ldm witlout
coming back with es much as he especied or Lorv. le will remember thef none of tnis,
no mabior how faroud it ooy hawe scoened, huae not stacked upe iight now he hes such &
case, wher: it was e, word of sone of the roet disrepuleble agrinst that of” one of the
country's bestelgown and nost successful lawyers. Vhat I oeve him wag pmore than cnoush
for Mz to file in court e he did file ite Because I am financielly immobdle it took
two years %o ot added corroboration, but the man who had it, when he cane to #ashington
t40 weuks a0, browght Lt with hime Jvim has 1%, is going over those contermporansous
records, and tells ¢ they are contirmotory and in poirt, Jim will remember rore of these
ecases than Bude. Partly frou my expericnces, partly from the overview and general theories
froa which 1 work, & often see what the law-trained mind dees note the expericncess that
have been most helpfid arc those investigating for the Jenste, those of an lavestigative
reporter, and perhaps most of 4il, Ghose as an analyst in luteliiguncss she closest I
ever care to heing a spook was 0 give information to British lntelligonee Lefore feard
Habbor, when i did what 1 believe remnins the definitive work on hazl curtels. { I asg
prodict Pearl durbor and all the Japapese then wid later did. It was published less than
three months beforc that aitack.) ihe ropubation I budlt in intelligence caused air sorts
of jobs others could not do to be bounced to me, from all the branches, even the white
House when others had failed. in no case did L have to 2o to other than existing sources
to get whnt was needed. The job that awaited me, banged on my investisptive-reporting
reputation, when mwy security was cleared, comes to mind as an illustration, partly
bucause of a pleasing reminder of it more than 20 years later when L was trying oo get wy
firat book publishede Four of our men who had volunteered for a behind-the Lines drop
had been couvicted of an attack on wilitary poiice in a Washingbon suburb, The cone
viction had been sustained on appeal and they were scrving sentences, Fix weeks after
I started they walked out, free, and + interviewed no single wiiness, i worked wntirely
on the existing records, putting then together as they hau nov beel. iou wiy recall that
we had some oretty fair lawyers in 055,

In 1905 & publishing execgtive who I had never uet remonbered 1y nace because he had
then been in V25 hsadquordscers and knew of this worke Be went for my book, tove iut in the
strange way those thingn worlk, Isaac Don lLevine wns conomited and ¥illed it, When 1 ob-
tained the Warren Comdssion's once topsecret executive sessions, 1% boceme elerr that
Levine had been parth pris bLocause of more than his politieal proconceptions,
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The oxtensive files I have coliected in the past ten years on my assessinstions
inquiries rveflect my own approaches and I think their correctness cnd procuctivity. I
believe that some dey they will be an exceptionnlly valusble university srchive, They
are, of courpe, available for examination, inciuding in evaluation of se. 4n fact, I
would welcom: this.

As I do louk forward =0 hearing from kHr. Sherrill, I alse honx that vour own affairs
will bring you near here so we can neet and tali aad so thed you uay cuestion me iU you
have the intercst. I believe you may find that your prémary interest is part of what
led 4o the Wabtersate in the broadest scense, thet it is comwmeted with the-e vho fignre in
it, and Thot for nll the work that has been done and all that has becn writizn sbout
the Waturpate, 1 have done vork that others have not and have what today could be
decisive, if anything can be,

«nd if svents do nuot overtage us.

Sincerely,



