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re Befo an- audieisce, of foreign journalists 
recently, president' Johnson heaped so  
much 	'ow Walt Whitman Rostow that 
the Presidential side seemed, in the words 
,of one of the visitors, to puff up "as proud 
as a peacocli."  . 

Rostow has reason to be proud and he 
has reason to be as happy as a bureaucrat 
can be. His long-time tough recommenda-
tions for the Vietnam war are now Johnson 
policy. 

As far back as June, 1961, Rostow was 
saying that the kind of "operation run from 
Hanoi against South Vietnam is as clear a 
form of aggression as the violation of the ., 
38th parallel by the North Korean Army in 
June, 1950." 

In October, 1961, afte;a visit to Vietnam, 
Rostow backed a recothmendation by Gen. 
Maxwell Taylor that an American military 
task force of perhaps 10,000 men be sent 
for self-defense and pe eter security and, 

fl  if the South Vietnam were hard pressed, 
to produce an emergency reserve. That 
repqrt as much as anything led President 
Kennedy to take the eversible steps into 
the Vietnam war. 

In addition, as 	ur Schlesinger Jr. has 
since recounted, "Ro tow argued so force-
ibly for a continge Y Plan of retaliation 
against the North, 	dilated to match the 
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