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W
alt W

. R
ostow

 says that had 
P

resid
en

t K
en

n
ed

y
*
 liv

ed
, h

e 
w

ould have been forced to fol-
lo

w
 th

e sam
e co

u
rse to

w
ard

 
escalation of the V

ietnam
 w

ar 
as P

resident' Johnson did, and 
p
o
ssib

ly
 w

o
u
ld

 h
av

e d
o
n
e so

 
earlier. 

M
r. R

o
sto

w
, an

 ad
v
iser to

 
both P

residents for eight years, 
h
as co

m
e to

' th
is co

n
clu

sio
n
 

after reflecting and studying' his 
n
o
tes;iilp

rep
aratiM

i to
  w

rite 
a bO

ok on m
ilitary and foreign 

policies betw
een 1958 and 1968. 

In tw
o long interview

s in the 
office suite he shares here w

ith 
form

er P
resident Johnson, M

r. 
R

ostow
 review

ed W
ashington's 

V
ietnam

 M
oves since P

resident 
K

en
n
ed

y
 to

o
k
 th

e first step
s 

to
w

a
rd

 in
c
re

a
sin

g
 U

n
ite

d
 

S
tates tro

o
p
 su

p
p
o
rt in

 S
o
u
th

 
V

ietn
am

 in
 1

9
6
1
 "w

ith
 th

e 
k
n
o
w

led
g
e it m

ig
h
t tak

e h
im

 
dow

n a very difficult road." 
"H

e didn't go into this think-
ing 'W

ell, it's just a few
 m

ore 
chaps,' " M

r. R
ostow

 declared. 
"H

e w
en

t in
to

 it b
ecau

se h
e 

said
, 'I'v

e g
o
t to

 h
o
ld

 S
o
u
th

-
east A

sia co
m

e h
ell 

or 
high 

w
ater.' " 
M

r. R
o
sto

w
 w

as a lead
in

g
 

figure in the planning of coun-
terinsurgency strategy for U

nit 
ed S

tates forces in V
ietnam

 dur-
in

g
 th

e early
 m

o
n
th

s o
f th

e 
K

ennedy A
dm

inistration, 
and 

th
en

 b
ecam

e h
ead

 of th
e S

tate 
D

ep
artm

en
t's p

olicy p
lan

n
in

g 
board. F

rom
 1966 until last Jan-

u
a
ry

 h
e w

a
s P

resid
en

t J
o
h

n
 

son
's sp

ecial assistan
t for n

a- 

tional security. 
D

iscussing the V
ietnam

 w
ar 

an
d
 o

th
er fo

reig
n
 p

o
licy

 d
eci 

sions by the Johnson A
dm

inis-
tration, M

r. R
ostow

 appeared 
p
articu

larly
 sen

sitiv
e to

 th
e 

contention of som
e liberal crit-

ics th
at P

resid
en

t K
en

n
ed

y
 

w
ould have de-escalated the in 

v
o
lv

em
en

t o
f U

n
ited

 S
tates 

troops and taken a softer posi 
tion

-  o
n
 O

th
er issu

es, am
o
n
g
 

them
 the 19.65 m

ilitary inter-
vention in the D

om
inican R

e- 
public 	

, 
"H

e w
asn't about to do

this," 
the 

form
er P

resid
en

tial aid
e 

sa
id

. "
H

e w
a
s v

ery
, ' v

ery
 

tou
gh

."
 

In fact, M
r. R

ostow
 suggested 

th
a
t h

a
d

 P
resid

en
t K

en
n

ed
y
 

ca
m

p
a
ig

n
ed

 a
g
a
in

st S
en

a
to

r 
B

arry - G
old

w
ater in

 1964 h
e 

w
o
u

ld
 h

a
v
e resp

o
n

d
ed

 m
o
re 

forcefu
lly to th

e "
m

ilitary d
is-

in
tegration

"
 of S

ou
th

 V
ietn

am
. 

Instead, he said, P
resident John-

son
 con

sid
ered

 it n
ecessary to 

tak
e it m

ore m
od

erate lin
e in

 
th

e face of th
e R

ep
u

b
lican

 can
-

didate's belligerent posture. 
"W

h
at th

e P
resid

en
t o

f th
e 

U
nited S

tates faced in late 1964 
an

d
 early

 1
9
6
5
 w

as w
h
eth

er 
he accepted defeat IA

- V
ietnam

 
and S

outheast A
sia- it had com

e 
to that point," M

r. R
ostow

 said., 
"W

h
at w

o
u
ld

 Jo
h
n
 F

. K
en

n
; 

have done? H
e w

ould not have ' I  

accepted defeat—
and he m

ight 
n
o
t h

av
e b

een
 as in

h
ib

ited
 in

 
d
ealin

g
 w

ith
 G

o
ld

w
ater. H

e 
m

ight have m
oved earlier." 

M
r. R

ostow
 also challenged 

the contention that M
r. K

ennedy 
w

ould have avoided using U
nit-

ed
 S

tates m
ilitary' forces in

 th
e 

D
om

in
ican

 situ
ation

, an
 issu

e 
frequently raised 

b
y
 th

e la
te 

Senator R
obert F. K

ennedy and 
his supporters. 

P
resident K

ennedy,. M
r. R

os-
tow

 recalled, expressed to hi 
early in 1961 a determ

ination 
not to tolerate "another C

uba" 
in the W

estern H
em

isphere. 
T

ells of T
ask Force 

"I'll tell y
o
u

 o
n

e th
in

g
 —

 I 
d

on
't k

n
ow

 if th
is is in

 th
e p

u
b

-
lic reco

rd
 —

 b
u

t h
e w

a
s d

e-
term

in
ed

 th
at th

ere w
ou

ld
 n

ot 
b

e an
oth

er C
u

b
a,"

 M
r. R

ostow
 

sa
id

. "
W

e h
a
d

 a
 sm

a
ll ,task

 
force, O

f w
h

ich
 I w

as a m
em

-
b

er, to fin
d

 w
h

at w
ou

ld
 b

e th
e 

leg
a
l b

a
sis fo

r u
sin

g
 m

ilita
ry

 
p

ow
er. T

h
at w

as K
en

n
ed

y. S
o 

w
h

e
n

 p
e
o
p

le
 sa

y
 h

e
 n

e
v
e
r
 

w
ou

ld
 h

ave d
on

e it in
 the D

o-
m

inican R
epublic, you're god-

dam
n right he w

ould have!" 
M

r. R
d
sto

w
's c

o
m

m
e
n
ts 

am
ounted to his first answ

er to 
critics w

h
o
 h

av
e ch

arg
ed

 th
at 

by escalating the V
ietnam

 w
ar 

P
resid

en
t Jo

h
n
so

n
 d

ep
arted

 
from

 the policies of his prede-
cessdr, 

A
 sp

o
k
esm

an
 fo

r S
en

ato
r 

E
dw

ard M
:-,K

ennedy, the 1-`. 
P

resident's 
brother, 

said
 last 



night that the Massachusetts 
Democrat would not comment 
on projections of his brother's 
policies. Arthur M. Schlesinger 
Jr. .and Theodore, C. Sorenson, 
two former aides to President 
Kennedy who have written 
extensive accounts of his 
Administration; could not be 
reached yesterday. . 

Mr. Rostow, 52 years old, is  

an athletic -man with Mining 
silver hair and penetrating blue 
eyes. He was intervievied in 
his bright office on the top 
floor of the new nine-story 
Federal Office Building in down-
town Austin. The interview, 
lasting four hours, took place 
Thursday and Friday morning 
after he had played his daily 
set of tennis. 

The former Massaciussetts 
Institute of Tec4oblogy eco-
nomics professor and author of 
the book, "The Stages of Eco-
nomic Growth," from which 
President Kennedy borrowed 
the phrase "New Frontier," ap-
peared stimulated by his return 
to an academic setting. He 
joined the faculty of the Uni-
versity of Texas on Feb. 1. 

Mr. Rostov, talked relentless-
ly about subjects ranging from 
the economics of underdevelop-
ment to student protests and 
the state of the arts, sto 
occasionally only to 	a 

freitcalarette. =ally, he 
ivu around on an orange sivii:ie 

chair to face a huge plate glass 
window with a brew 
northern view of Texas sky and 
landscape. It overlooks miles of 
rolling hills that surround the 
university where even critics of 
Mr. Rostow's hawkieh position 
at the White House have ac-
cepted him as a respected cor-
league- 

"Professor Rostow is doing 
a magnificent job not only by 
communicating his enthusiasm 
to the very young, but also to 
the experts on our faculty," 
was the judgement of Harry 
Ransom, Chancellor of the Uni- 
versity: 	.r.-• 

Mr. Rostow in recent years 
has come under sharp attack 
from among some of his former  

colleagues in the Kennedy Ad-
ministration who also opposed 
his hawkish 'posture: 'He was 
askedabout this,. and whether 
it meant. that he had broken 
is previous allegienCes, 

"The problem is MK* he re-
plied after e -pause.. "That the 
image of Kenaedi. that they 
cooked, „up reftecwarns , was. 
cooked up bkTpeoplel Who had 
very little to do:with 
and foreign policy. It was done 
basically Mr other purposes: to 
held johini. " 	' • - ' 

"The point about `it is that I 
know 	awful 'Jot, about the 
contours of President Xen-,. 
nedy's mind in-. 1901 when he 
made T his • decisioni and I IMO* 
what he said right down to the 
timet just -before -his death:He 
mad .-his flattest reeffirmation 
in 1 3of the domino teen' 
and so on. I. knew whit he • 
thought he was getting "into-in 
1961 in a way. I'. think that no 
other living petsen s. probably 
does." 	 , . 	• 

Mr.. Rostov/ left na doubt 
that his book oW the_lapt. de- 

cade 
of ~jpr 

to be calle 	 of 
Power," will represent kie vigor-
ous defense of the Johnson Ad-
ministration as an expansion of 
President Kennedy's 
The book will be 'published.. 
early, in 1971 by The MacMillan 
Company, which is understood 
to haVe paid a .6125,000 id• 
vance to Mr. Rostritvok literari 
agent, .hilian Bach 

,The title. reflects.' 	'Roo 
tow's conviction that, more ani 
more, the big powene will have 
to build a world of partnership 
and fair shares. Iiithisnonnee-
tion,. he Said . that Pnisideni 
Jobnitui -"did vastly more than 
Miciple 'understand toMilk! this 
alternative, to *elation. " ' 


