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|Vietnam in
‘|down a very difficult road,”
'|ing ‘Well, it’s just a few more

‘east Alia come hell or high

* {terinsurgency strategy for Unit

By HENRY RAYMONT
Spectal to The New York Times

Walt W. Rostow says that had
President - Kennedy lived, he
would have been forced to fol-|
low the same course toward
escalation of the Vietnam war
as President’ Johnson did, and
possibly would "have done so
earlier. .

Mr. Rostow, an adviser to

has come. to*'this conclusio:

notes.'ifi preparation to ‘write
a hook on military and ‘foreign

former Presigent Johnson, Mr.
Rostow - reviewed Washington’s
Vietnam moves since President
Kennedy took the first steps
toward increasing  United
States troop support in South
t 1961 “with the
knowledge it might take him
“He didn’t go into this think-
chaps,’” Mr. Rostow declared.
“He went into it because. he
said, ‘Tve got to hold South-
water.’” .
Mr. Rostow was a leading
figure in the planning of coun-

ed States forces in Vietnam dur-
ing the early .mionths of the
Kennedy Administration, and
then becamie head of the State
Department’s policy planning
board. From 1966 until last Jan-
uary he was President John

son’s special assistant for na-

Rostow Likens W ar

AUSTIN, Tex., April 19 —| §

both Presidents for eight years,'.
after reflécting and studying his ,
policies between 1958 and 1968.| |

"~ In two long interviews in the
* |office suite he shares here with

The New York Times .
Walt W. Rostow and President John F. Kennedy, early 1961 *

tional securmy. .
Ewncmmﬁm the Vietnam war
and other foreign policy deci
sions by the Johnson Adminis-
tration, Mr. Rostow appeared
particularly sensitive to the
‘contention of ‘some liberal crit-
tics -that President Kennedy
would have de-escalated the in
volvement of United States
troops and taken a softer posi
‘tion™-an " other issues, among
them the 1965 military inter-
vention in- the:Dominican Re-
public G4
“He wasn’t about to do this,
the former Presidential aide
said. “He was very, :very
tough.” .
In fact, Mr. Rostow suggested
that . -had" President Nmmgon%
campaigned against Senator
w»ﬂ@ “m%oﬂnimﬁn in 1964 he
would have responded- more
forcefully to the “military dis-
integration” of South Vietnam.
Instead, he said, Presidenit John-
son “considered it’ necessary to
take ‘a_more moderate line in
the face of thé Republican can-
didate’s belligerent posture.
“What the President of the
United States faced in late 1964
and early 1965 .SwM whether
he accepted defeat in~Vietnam
and Southeast Asia- it had come
to that point,” Mr. Rostow said.:
“What would John F. Kenn

have done? He would not =u<mm_

Policies of Presidents Kennedy m:& Johnson

accepted defeat—and he might
not hédve been as inhibited: in
dealing with Goldwater. He
might have moved earlier.”

Mr. Rostow also challenged
the contention that Mr, Kennedy
would have avoided using Unit-
ed States military forces in the
Dominican situation, an issue
frequently raised by the late
Senator Robert F. Kénnedy and
this suppo L
President Kennedy, Mr.. Ros-
tow recalled, expressed to hi]
early in 1961 a determination
not to tolerate “another Cuba”
in the Western Hemisphere.

Tells of Task Force .

“Tll tell you one thing — 1
don’t know if this is in the pub-
lic record — but he was de-
termined that there would not
be- another Cuba,” Mr. Rostow
sald. "We had a small task
force, ‘of which T was @ mem-
ber, to find what ‘would be the
legal basis for using military
power.. That was Kennedy. So|:
when people say he ‘never
‘(would-have done it in: the De-
‘iminican Republic, you’re god-|
|damn right he JBE.N have!” -

+"Mr. - -Rostow's comments
amounted to his first answer to
critics who have charged that
by escalating the Vietnam war
President Johnson departed
from the policies of his prede-
cessor, :
A spokesman for Senator
Edward M- Kennedy, the 1~+~
President’s. .brother, said last
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an. aﬁfqﬂcmm with th!ninzcolleague:inthekannedy.&d-
sﬂverhnirandpenemﬂngblue ministration who also opposed
He was interviewed "in hi§ hawkish ‘posture; He was.
his bright office on- the topaskedtboutthil.lndwhether
floor of the new nine-story|it meant that he had broken
Federal Office Building in down-|is previous allegiances,
town Austin, The interview,| ‘“Ths problem isthis,” he re-
lastirig four hours, took place|plied after a ‘pause. “That the -
Thursday and Friday morhing|image “of Kennedy that they'
after he had played . his daily icooked. .up " ‘afterwards .
set of temnis, - . cooked up by pqople who hnd
The former Mass,lchussetts very littls to do with mjlitary
Institute of Techutlogy eco-|and foreign policy It was done
nomics professor‘and author of basically for other purposel to :
~ |the book, “Thé Stages of Eco- Yiedt Johsdson, * * 7" ¢ o
nomic Growth,”. from which| . “The point about it is_ tlut'l '
President Kennedy borrowed knaw an awtul ;Jot about the’
the phrase “New Frontier,” ap- contours of President Ken-

pedred stimulated by his return
- |to " an. academic getting He nedg" ® ‘Emo,{?sfnf ?%::
joined the faculty of the Uni- what he said riglit down to the
versity of Texas on Feb. 1, just ‘before.his death. He
Mr. Rostow talked relenuess- mnd his. flattest reaffirmation

ly about subjects ranging from in 1 og omino theory
tie econoinics of underdevelop-|on 4 o o "'}‘ﬁm what he :
Eeent to stud&n;t prowests and thought he was getting into.in .

state of nrts,lﬁp 19611nawaynh1nkﬂutno
thsh onally only 2 gthe,” uvmg penon probnbly
around on y, ﬂ;;:rhu book l‘ﬂ:t!xzi S dmg

t on

chair to hne a hulc . ) [
window wi m&tﬁz “d:e“

ministra of
university where even critics of|pregident Kennedy’l policies.
Mr. Rostow’s hawkish position|The | .book. will pubﬂghgd-_

night that the Massachusetts|

{at the White Housé Have ac- early in 1971 by The Macmillan

cepted him as a respected col-|Com y, which is understOOd
league. e o e
“Professor Rostow is doing vance to Mr. Rostow’s li

Democrat would not commernt|a magnificent job not only by|agent, iun Bach Jr.- .
on projections of his brother’s|communicating his enthusiasm g;.% M & reflects - Mr. “Ros
policies. Arthur M. Schiesinger|to the very young, but also to tow's convicﬁon thnt. mm'e ané

Jr. and Theedore, C. Sorenson,{the experts
two_former aides to Presidentiwas the judgemen
Kennedy

who - have : written/Ransom,

aceounts of hisvmlty

Administration; couid not be

I;z’yu.rsold,h

on our uculty imore, the big
ito buﬂdawordqftg‘a:-menhiy
mmuor of the -land fair
Mr. Rostow In recent “:3;,3" Gl vaciy more. s
Rostow in recen years|J n *‘did - vi more. than
has come under lhlm attack|people understand to buikl thia
from among some of his former altemntlve to jséhtlon.



