
R
osen

b
erg S

aid
 to C

on
fess to In

form
er 

B
y W

illiam
 C

hapm
an 

W
ash

in
g
to

n
 P

o
st S

taff W
riter 

Julius R
osenberg, w

ho w
ent 

to
 h

is d
e
a
th

 p
ro

fe
ssin

g
 h

is 
in

n
o
cen

ce o
n
 sp

y
 ch

arg
es, 

a
lle

g
e
d
ly

 g
a
v
e
 a

 d
e
ta

ile
d
 

co
n
fessio

n
 to

 a cellm
ate w

h
o
 

tu
rn

ed
 o

u
t to

 b
e an

 F
B

I in
-

fo
rm

er, acco
rd

in
g
 to

 Ju
stice 

D
epartm

ent docum
ents. 

R
o
s
e
n
b
e
rg

 a
lle

g
e
d
ly

 
d
escrib

ed
 	

in 	
rich

 
d
e
ta

il—
n
a
m

e
s
, d

a
te

s
, 

p
la

c
e
s—

h
is re

c
o
rd

 a
s a

 
re

c
ru

ite
r o

f s
p
ie

s
. H

e
 

alleg
ed

ly
 	

talk
ed

 	
of 

p
h
o
to

g
ra

p
h
in

g
 s

to
le

n
 

m
aterials an

d
 o

f fin
an

cin
g
 a 

business venture to he used for 
tran

sm
ittin

g
 in

fo
rm

atio
n
. H

e 
re

p
o
rte

d
ly

 to
ld

 o
f se

c
re

t 
journeys to upstate N

ew
 Y

ork 
to

 p
ick

 u
p
 m

aterial fro
m

 an
 

accom
plice. 

T
h
e so

u
rce fo

r R
o
sen

b
erg

's 
alleg

ed
 jailh

o
u
se co

n
fessio

n
 

h
as b

een
 h

id
d
en

 in
 g

o
v
ern

-
m

ent files for nearly a quarter 
of 	

a 	
cen

tu
ry

. 	
H

is 
n
a
m

e
—

Je
ro

m
e
 E

u
g
e
n
e
 

T
artak

o
w

—
em

erg
ed

 in
ad

-
v
erten

tly
 w

h
en

 th
e Ju

stice 
D

e
p
a
rtm

e
n
t w

a
s fo

rc
e
d
 

recently to release docum
ents 

by a suit brought by the sons of 
Julius and E

thel R
osenberg. 

T
h
e
 R

o
se

n
b
e
rg

s w
e
re

 
ex

ecu
ted

 in
 

1953 
fo

r c
o
n
- 

sp
iracy

 	
to 	

co
m

m
it 

espionage—
arranging to steal 

a
to

m
ic

 se
c
re

ts. T
h
e
 c

a
se

 

c
re

a
te

d
 a

n
 in

te
rn

a
tio

n
a
l 

u
p
ro

ar in
 th

e early
 '5

0
s, an

d
 

th
e
ir frie

n
d
s a

n
d
 re

la
tiv

e
s 

in
sist to

 th
is d

ay
 th

ey
 w

ere 
fram

ed by the governm
ent. 

T
h
e
ir so

n
s, R

o
b
e
rt a

n
d
 

M
ich

ael M
eero

p
o
l, b

ro
u
g
h
t 

th
e freed

o
m

-o
f-in

fo
rm

atio
n
 

suit hoping to obtain evidence 
o
f th

e fram
e-u

p
. In

stead
, th

e 
m

o
st sen

satio
n
al in

fo
rm

atio
n
 

o
b
tain

ed
 so

 far h
as b

een
 th

e 
rev

elatio
n
 o

f an
 in

fo
rm

er to
 

w
h
o
m

 R
o
sen

b
erg

 alleg
ed

ly
 

d
escrib

ed
 th

e esp
io

n
ag

e acts 
th

at h
e d

en
ied

 o
n
 th

e w
itn

ess 
stan

d
. 

R
o
se

n
b
e
rg

 w
a
s in

 th
e
 

F
ed

eral H
o
u
se o

f D
eten

tio
n
 

a
w

a
itin

g
 tria

l w
h
e
n
 h

e
 e

n
-

co
u
n
tered

 T
artak

o
w

, a co
n
-. 

v
icted

 car th
ief. In

 a series o
f 

m
eetin

g
s, w

h
ich

 T
artak

o
w

 
rep

o
rted

 to
 th

e F
B

I, R
o
sen

-
berg allegedly told him

 of his 
e
sp

io
n
a
g
e
 a

c
tiv

itie
s a

n
d
 

n
a
m

e
d
 a

c
c
o
m

p
lic

e
s th

e
 

g
o
v
e
rn

m
e
n
t c

o
n
sid

e
re

d
 

prosecuting later. 
T

h
e
 re

v
e
la

tio
n
s a

re
 c

o
n
-

tain
ed

 in
 Ju

stice D
ep

artm
en

t 
m

em
o
ran

d
a th

at refer to
 F

B
I 

in
terv

iew
s o

f T
artak

o
w

. H
is 

n
am

e w
as su

p
p
o
sed

 to
 h

av
e 

been kept secret, but som
eone 

forgot to delete it in tw
o places 

p
rio

r to
 re

le
a
s
in

g
 th

e
 

docum
ents. 

A
ccording to T

artakow
, one 

d
o
cu

m
en

t say
s, "R

o
sen

b
erg

 
s
ta

te
d
 th

e
re

 w
e
re

 tw
o
 

(espionage) units operating in  

th
e N

ew
 Y

o
rk

 area, o
n
e u

n
it 

b
ein

g
 h

ead
ed

 b
y
 R

o
sen

b
erg

 
and the other unit by tw

o other 
m

en
. R

o
sen

b
erg

 said
 o

n
e o

f 
th

ese m
en

 w
as in

 E
u
ro

p
e at 

the tim
e of R

osenberg's arrest 
( in 1951) and the other fled one 
w

eek
 after h

is arrest." 
L

ittle is know
n of T

artakow
, 

e
x
c
e
p
t th

a
t h

e
 h

a
d
 b

e
e
n
 

se
n
te

n
c
e
d
 in

 1
9
9
9
 fo

r in
-

te
rsta

te
 tra

n
sp

o
rta

tio
n
 o

f 
sto

len
 v

eh
icles. T

h
e files d

o
 

n
o
t in

d
icate W

h
y
 o

r w
h
en

 h
e 

b
ecam

e an
 F

B
I in

fo
rm

er. It 
co

u
ld

 n
o
t b

e learn
ed

 w
h
eth

er 
he is still alive. 

A
 n

a
tiv

e
 N

e
w

 Y
o
rk

e
r, 

T
artak

o
w

 w
as in

 h
is late 2

0
s 

w
h
e
n
 h

e
 w

a
s in

 ja
il w

ith
 

R
o
se

n
b
e
rg

. H
e
 h

a
d
 b

e
e
n
 

arrested
 in

 S
ep

tem
b
er, 1

9
4
9
, 

an
d
 w

as serv
in

g
 a tw

o
-y

ear 
term

. H
e w

as released
 ab

o
u
t 

th
ree m

o
n
th

s b
efo

re th
e term

 
ex

p
ired

, h
av

in
g
 earn

ed
 w

h
at 

th
e Ju

stice D
ep

artm
en

t calls 
"g

o
o
d
 tim

e
" fo

r jo
b
s p

e
r-

form
ed w

hile in custody. 
T

artak
o
w

 w
as n

o
t called

 to
 

te
stify

 a
g
a
in

st th
e
 R

o
se

n
-

bergs. H
ow

ever, it is believed 
th

at h
e p

ro
v
id

ed
 in

fo
rm

atio
n
 

th
at th

e F
B

I ch
eck

ed
 o

u
t fo

r 
p
o
ssib

le
 u

se
 in

 th
e
 R

o
se

n
-

bergs' conspiracy trial. 
T

h
ere are in

d
icatio

n
s th

at 
th

e Ju
stice D

ep
artm

en
t h

ad
 

d
o
u
b
ts a

b
o
u
t T

a
rta

k
o
w

's 
usefulness and reliability. 

O
n
e d

o
cu

m
en

t d
escrib

es 
h
im

 a
s "a

 c
o
n
fid

e
n
tia

l in
- 

O
sw

ald "killed both P
resident 

K
en

n
ed

y
 an

d
 (D

allas P
o
lice) 

O
fficer (J.D

.) T
ip

p
it," b

u
t h

e 
sa

id
 a

 fre
sh

 in
v
e
stig

a
tio

n
 

m
ig

h
t also

 sh
ed

 ad
d
itio

n
al 

lig
h
t "o

n
 w

h
a
t m

o
tiv

a
te

d
 

O
sw

ald
 . . ." 

B
elin

 v
o
iced

 d
o
u
b
t th

at a 
reopening of the investigation 
so

 m
a
n
y
 y

e
a
rs a

fte
r th

e
 

t. 
assassination "w

ould disclose  

fo
rm

a
n
t o

f u
n
k
n
o
w

n
 

reliab
ility

.. . ." It ad
d
ed

 th
at 

"
w

h
ile

 c
e
rta

in
 o

f th
e
 in

-
fo

rm
a
tio

n
 fu

rn
ish

e
d
 b

y
 

(T
a
rta

k
o
w

) h
a
s
 b

e
e
n
 

co
rro

b
o
rated

 to
 so

m
e ex

ten
t, 

the m
ajority has not." 

A
 1956 m

em
orandum

 from
 

T
hom

as K
. H

all, then chief of 
th

e
 Ju

stic
e
 D

e
p
a
rtm

e
n
t's 

S
ubversive A

ctivities S
ection, 

d
ealt w

ith
 th

e p
o
ssib

ility
 o

f 
u
sin

g
 T

a
rta

k
o
w

 b
e
fo

re
 a

 
grand jury to seek indictm

ents 
of pet-sons associated w

ith the 
R

osenbergs. 
H

a
ll w

ro
te

: "
T

h
e
 in

-
fo

rm
a
tio

n
 fu

rn
ish

e
d
 b

y
 

(T
artak

o
w

), w
h
ile su

p
p
ly

in
g
 

g
re

a
te

r in
s
ig

h
t in

to
 th

e
 

R
o
se

n
b
e
rg

 a
c
tiv

itie
s, is 

c
le

a
rly

 h
e
a
rs

a
y
. In

 th
is

 
character, and standing alone, 
it d

o
es n

o
t co

n
stitu

te an
 ap

-
p
ro

p
riate b

asis fo
r co

n
v
en

in
g
 

a g
ran

d
 ju

ry
." 

T
artak

o
w

's in
fo

rm
atio

n
 is 

d
e
n
o
u
n
c
e
d
 a

s "in
h
e
re

n
tly

 
in

c
re

d
ib

le
"
 b

y
 M

a
rsh

a
ll 

P
e
rlin

, a
tto

rn
e
y
 fo

r th
e
 

M
eeropol brothers. 

H
a
d
 th

e
 g

o
v
e
rn

m
e
n
t 

b
eliev

ed
 T

artak
o
w

's sto
ries, 

P
erlin

 asserted
, It co

u
ld

 h
av

e 
put him

 on the stand to testify 
against R

osenberg. 
If th

e M
eero

p
o
ls, w

h
o
 to

o
k
 

th
e n

am
e o

f th
eir ad

o
p
tiv

e 
p
aren

ts, an
d
 th

eir atto
rn

ey
s 

have found anything helpful in 
th

e files released
 so

 far, th
ey

  

are not talking about it. P
erlin 

sa
id

 h
e
 h

a
s fo

u
n
d
 "

c
o
n
-

trad
ictio

n
s" an

d
 "co

n
flicts o

f 
testim

o
n
y
 th

at th
e g

o
v
ern

-
m

ent had know
ledge of" at the 

tim
e
 o

f th
e
 tria

l. B
u
t h

e
 

d
eclin

ed
 to

 id
en

tify
 an

y
 o

f 
th

o
se

 c
o
n
tra

d
ic

tio
n
s la

st 
w

eek. 
W

ith
 o

n
e
 e

x
c
e
p
tio

n
, th

e
 

T
artakow

 story so far appears 
o
n
ly

 in
 C

rim
in

a
l D

iv
isio

n
 

m
em

o
s referrin

g
 to

 F
B

I in
-

terview
s still concealed in the 

files. 

T
he exception is one page of 

an
 F

B
I in

terv
iew

 in
 w

h
ich

 
T

a
rta

k
o
w

 re
p
o
rte

d
 th

a
t 

R
o
se

n
b
e
rg

 h
a
d
 "se

rio
u
sly

 
c
o
n
sid

e
re

d
" a

 p
la

n
 to

 In
-

filtrate the F
B

I. 
"H

e (R
o
sen

b
erg

) stated
 to

 
e
ffe

c
t th

is su
c
c
e
ssfu

lly
, it 

w
o
u
ld

 b
e n

ecessary
 to

 co
n
-

cen
trate o

n
 y

o
u
n
g
 m

en
 w

h
ile 

th
ey

 w
ere still in

 h
ig

h
 sch

o
o
l 

an
d
 h

ad
 n

o
 co

n
n
ectio

n
 w

ith
 

p
ro

g
ressiv

e attitu
d
es," th

e 
F

B
I account quotes T

artakow
 

as say
in

g
. "H

e said
 to

 d
o
 th

is 
it w

ould lake a long, long tim
e 

a
n
d
 m

u
c
h
 p

la
n
n
in

g
."

 


