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W
ash

in
g

to
n

 M
erry-G

o
-R

o
u

n
d

 
' 

	
- 

R
oselli H

inted M
ob A

rranged,K
ennedylK

illin6 
W

ashington —
 M

afia m
obster John 

R
o
selli m

ay
 h

av
e tak

en
 th

e secret o
f 

th
e Jo

h
n
 

F
. 

K
en

n
ed

y
 assassin

atio
n

 
w

ith
 h

im
 to

 h
is d

eath
. ' 

H
e w

as m
urdered a few

 w
eeks ago. 

H
is h

ack
ed

-u
p
 b

o
d

y
 w

as stu
ffed

 in
to

 
an oil drum

 and dum
ped into M

iam
i's 

B
iscayne B

ay. 
B

efore he died, R
oselli hinted to as-

. so
ciates th

at h
e k

n
ew

 w
h

o
 h

ad
 ar-

ranged K
ennedy's m

urder —
 the sam

e 
co

n
sp

irato
rs h

e h
ad

 recru
ited

 earlier 
to

 try
 to

 k
ill C

u
b

an
 

P
rem

ier 
F

idel 
C

astro. 
B

y R
oselli's cryptic account: 

—
 C

astro learned the identity of the 
u
n
d
erw

o
rld

 co
n
tacts in

 H
av

an
a w

h
o
 

had been trying to knock him
 off and 

believed, not w
ithout basis, that K

en- 
_ ..nedy w

as behind the plot. 
—

 S
o
 h

e d
ecid

ed
 to

 tu
rn

 th
e tab

les 
..an

d
 u

se th
e sam

e cro
w

d
 to

 arran
g

e 
' K

en
n

ed
y

's assassin
atio

n
. . 

—
 T

o
 sav

e th
eir sk

in
s, th

e p
lo

tters 
lin

ed
 u

p
 L

ee H
arv

ey
 O

sw
ald

 to
 p

u
ll 

th
e trig

g
er. 

R
O

SE
L

L
I C

O
U

L
D

N
'T

 
b
e p

in
n
ed

 
d
o
w

n
 o

n
 n

am
es o

r d
etails, so

 it w
as 

d
ifficu

lt to
 assess w

h
eth

er h
e k

n
ew

 
w

hat he w
as talking about or w

hether 
h
e m

erely
 d

escrib
ed

 w
h
at.  he thought. 

m
ight have happened. 
T

here is no real evidence to support 
- R

o
selli's sto

ry
, b

u
t th

ere are en
o

u
g

h
 

cu
rio

u
s circu

m
stan

ces to
 ju

stify
 tell-

. in
g

 it. H
ere are th

e h
ig

h
lig

h
ts: 

—
 

R
o

selli, a flam
b

o
y

an
t m

o
b

ster 
w

ith
 u

n
d

erw
o

rld
 co

n
tacts in

 H
av

an
a,–  

w
a
s re

c
ru

ite
d
 b

y
 th

e
 C

e
n
tra

l In
-

telligence A
gency in 1960 to assassi-

n
ate C

astro
. 

—
 H

e had no authority over the un-
d
erw

o
rld

 elem
en

ts in
 H

av
an

a. T
h
ey

 
w

ere under the loose control of F
lor-

id
a's -M

afia ch
ieftain

, S
an

to
s T

raffi-
cante, w

hose gam
bling enterprises in 

H
av

an
a h

ad
 b

een
 clo

sed
 b

y
 C

astro
 

after the 1959 revolution. T
rafficante 

w
as lo

d
g
ed

 fo
r a p

erio
d
 in

 a C
u
b
an

 
jail, w

h
ich

 d
id

n
't en

d
ear C

astro
 to

 
him

. 
A

fter T
raffican

te m
ad

e it b
ack

 to
 

h
is F

lo
rid

a h
au

n
ts, h

e left p
art o

f h
is 

o
rg

an
izatio

n
 in

 H
av

an
a. S

o
m

e o
f h

is 
h

en
ch

m
en

 ev
en

 m
an

ag
ed

 to
 d

ev
elo

p
 

c
o

n
ta

c
ts in

 C
a
stro

's in
n

e
r c

irc
le

. 
T

hese w
ere the people R

oselli w
anted 

to
 u

se to
 k

n
o

ck
 o

ff C
astro

. B
u

t h
e 

d
id

n
't h

av
e th

e. statu
re in

sid
e th

e 
M

afia to m
ake the necessary arrange-

m
ents w

ith T
rafficante. 

-- S
o
 R

o
selli called

 in
 h

is p
atro

n
, 

th
e C

h
icag

o
 g

o
d

fath
er, S

am
 G

ian
-

cana, to deal w
ith T

rafficante. H
e per-

su
ad

ed
 G

ian
can

a th
at it w

o
u

ld
 b

e to
 

their advantage to w
in the good w

ill of 
th

e C
IA

:: 
—

 G
iancana flew

 to F
lorida to m

ake 
th

e p
relim

in
ary

 
arran

gem
en

ts. H
e 

w
as in

 th
e m

id
d
le o

f th
ese d

elicate 

d
e
a
lin

g
s, in

c
id

e
n
ta

lly
, w

h
e
n
 h

e
 

learn
ed

 th
at h

is g
irl. frien

d
, sin

g
er 

P
hyllis M

cG
uire, had developed a ro-

m
an

tic attach
m

en
t in

 L
as V

eg
as to

 
,c

o
m

e
d

ia
n

 D
a
n

 R
o

w
a
n

. E
n

ra
g

e
d

, 
'G

iancana w
anted to fly straight to L

as 
V

egas and end the rom
ance. B

ut R
ob-

ert M
aheu, a H

ow
ard H

ughes associ-
ate w

h
o
 h

ad
 recru

ited
 R

o
selli fo

r th
e 

C
IA

, talked G
iancana out of it by of-

fering to bug R
ow

an's hotel room
 and 

prom
ising the m

obster a full report. 

—
 O

n
ce G

ian
can

a an
d
 T

raffican
te 

set it up, R
oselli used the H

avana un-
d

erw
o

rld
 to

 p
lo

t C
astro

's d
em

ise. A
t 

first, they tried to plant C
IA

-supplied 
poison pills in C

astro's food. T
he pills 

w
o

u
ld

 h
av

e m
ad

e it ap
p

ear th
at h

e 
d
ied

 o
f n

atu
ral cau

ses. W
h
en

 th
is 

failed, snipers w
ere sent to a H

avana 
rooftop. T

hey w
ere caught, and C

astro 
learned about the w

hole operation. 

T
he C

IA
 called off the R

oselli op-
eration in M

arch, 1963, then recruited 
a C

astro associate nam
ed R

olando C
u-

bela to m
urder C

astro. 
In a S

eptem
ber, 1963, interview

 w
ith 

A
ssociated P

ress reporter D
aniel H

ar-
k

er, C
astro

 in
d

icated
 h

e k
n

ew
 ab

o
u

t 
th

e attem
p

ts o
n

 h
is life an

d
 w

arn
ed

 
th

at U
.S

. lead
ers also

 m
ig

h
t n

o
t b

e 
safe. 

T
hen, according to R

oselli: 
—

 C
astro

 en
listed

 th
e sam

e u
n
d
er-

w
orld elem

ents he had caught plotting 
against him

. T
hey w

ere C
ubans from

 
th

e
 o

ld
 T

ra
ffic

a
n

te
 o

rg
a
n

iz
a
tio

n
. 

W
orking w

ith C
uban intelligence, they 

lined up a form
er U

.S
. M

arine sharp-
shooter, O

sw
ald, w

ho had been active  

in a pro-C
astro m

ovem
ent. 

—
 O

sw
ald m

ay have shot K
ennedy 

o
r m

ay
 h

iv
e acted

 as a d
eco

y
. w

h
ile 

o
th

ers am
b

u
sh

ed
 h

im
 fro

m
 clo

ser 
ran

g
e. 

—
 W

h
en

 O
sw

ald
 w

as arrested
, th

e 
co

n
sp

irato
rs feared

 h
e W

o
u
ld

 b
etray

 
th

em
 an

d
 b

rin
g

 a U
.S

. crack
d

o
w

n
 o

n
 

the M
afia. S

o Jack R
uby w

as ordered 
to elim

inate O
sw

ald, m
aking it appear 

as an
 act o

f rep
risal ag

in
st th

e P
resi- 

d
en

t's k
iller. 	

• - 
T

hus, R
oselli explained the tragedy 

in D
allas. T

here is no proof, of course, 
b
u
t th

ere is so
m

e circu
m

stan
tial ev

i- 
d
en

ce, 	
. 

It h
a
s b

e
e
n
 e

sta
b
lish

e
d
, fo

r e
x
-

am
ple, that O

sw
ald visited the C

uban 
consulate in M

exico city.;tw
o m

onths 
b

efo
re th

e assassin
atio

n
. A

ir inform
-

an
t n

am
ed

 S
y
lv

a D
u
ran

 first A
ited

, 
th

en
 d

en
ied

, th
at sh

e h
ad

 o
v

erh
eard

 
the C

ubans speak to O
sw

ald about as-
sassin

atin
g
 so

m
eo

n
e an

d
 h

ad
 seen

 
them

 slip him
 som

e m
oney. 

T
W

O
 D

A
Y

S A
F

T
E

R
 the shooting, 

C
IA

 people cabled froin M
exico C

ity' 
th

at A
m

b
assad

o
r T

h
om

as M
an

n
 felt 

that the R
ussians, T

or exam
ple, w

ere 
too sophisticated to participate in a di-
rect assassin

atio
n

 o
f th

e: P
resid

en
t, 

but that the C
ubans w

ould have been 
stu

p
id

 enough to recruit O
sw

ald. 
It h

as also
 b

een
 estab

lish
ed

 
that 

R
uby, 

a D
allas n

ig
h
tclu

b
 o

p
erato

r, 
had been in C

uba an
d

tad
 con

n
ection

s 
in

 th
e H

avan
a.  underw

orld. O
ne C

IA
 

cable, dated -N
ov. '28; 1963, reported 

th
at "

an
 . A

m
erican

' .   gangster-type 
n

am
ed

 R
u

b
y"

 . h
ad

"
visited

' S
an

tos 
T

rafficante in his C
uban prison. 

Jack 
A

n
d

erso
n

 
w

ith 
L

es W
h

itten
 


