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ROLLING STONE, APRIL 24, 1975

to Groden, his blowup shows not only
that President Kennedy was killed by
a shot from the front (and therefore
from a shot on or near the grassy
knoll) ; it also shows the rifleman stand-
ing there on the grassy knoll holding
the rifle up in the air as the presidential
car disappears through the railroad
underpass.

Interestingly enough, when Groden
showed this film at Bernard Fenster-
wald's home in November 1973, nei-
ther he nor anyone else made any men-
tion of a rifleman on the knoll. Groden

sayy it wasn'l until Junary 1974 that

he started scanning the Iast 18 frames
of his Zapruder film and then began to
see that what he thought was the wheel
well of the presidential Lincoln wasn't
the wheel well at all, but the rifieman—
“because the car was moving forward
and the ‘wheel well' was moving back-
ward.”

® David Lifton is an engineering-
physics graduate of Comell and a drop-
out from graduate school at UCLA who
ought to have three doctorates by now
in the disciplines he has picked up dur-
ing ten years of work on the assassina-
tion: history, political science and his-

toriography (a study of the way history
is written). In 1967 Lifton did a 30,000-
word analysis (with David Welsh) in
Ramparts which argued that there were
three assassins firing in Dealey Plaza on
November 22nd, 1963.

In 1968, shortly after most nf the

supported that movie's attempt to prove
how several assassination teams might
have worked in Dallas. Lifton is a 35-
year-old bachelor whose Brentwood
apartment has 22 filing drawers on the
assassination.
Lifton hu 2 work in progress which
hall icity of the evi-

transcripts of the Warren C
executive sessions were declassified, Lif.
ton published them privately as Docu-
ment Addendum (o the Warren Report.
Lifton has served as a consultant to Dr.
Cyril Wecht and it was he who pro-
vided the producers of Execurive Ac-
tion with the documentary record which

dence on winch the Warren Commis-
sion based its major findings.

® George OToole, a former com-
puter analyst for the CIA, has turned
to a new technological tool as an impor-
tant adjunct in his assassination re-
search, The tool is [Cont. on 37)

Add Dick Gregory, the comedian
turned activist, to a long list of assassi-
nation buffs who've been sleuthing
around with a set of photos taken by
three press photographers at Dallas,
November 22nd, 1963,

The photos show three men, short,
medium and tall, being led through
Dealey Plaza by two Dallas policemen
to the Dallas County Sherifi"s Office.
The cops released the men without,
apparently, getting their names, “They
were just tramps,” the policemen were
supposed to have said, “and we lot
‘em go.”

For years, buffs looking for “the real
killers of JFK" have been trying to
identify the tramps. Richard Sprague,
A computer sclentist from New York
and former board member of the Com-
mittee to Investigate Assassinations, has
maintained that one of the tramps is a
Minuteman from Washington D.C.
named Fred Lee Crisman. Sprague
dubbed the tramp of medium height
“Frenchy" and it was Sprague who fed
Ramparis and the New York Times the
intelligence that “Frenchy™ bore a stag-
ling resemblance to a widely circulated
police sketch of @ man wanied for the
assassination of Martin Luther King
in 1968,

In 1972, after years of trying to link
up the tramp photos with, mainly, anti-
Castro Cubans and some of their Amer-
ican compsatriots, the buffs started
scanning photos of the actors in the
Watergate scenurio. Could any of the
Watergate crowd have been in Dallas?
And if so . . . Eurckal, they said, the
short guy was E. Howard Hunt and the
tall one was Frank Sturgis.

short man does bear a resem-
blance to current photos of Hunt, to
be sure, but the tramp photos were

Frank Siurgis

taken in 1963, when Hunt was 45, and
the short tramp looks at least 55. Some
facial features of the tall tramp appear
to bear some similarity to Sturgis's,
the shape of the nose and chin most
particularly. But the gestalt is different.
The tell tramp is obviously Nordic and
Sturgis is obviously Latin, Further-
more, there is a great disparity in
height between the tall and the short
tramps. The tall tramp seems 40 be &t
least eight inches taller than the short
one, Sturgis seems (o be no more than
two or three inches taller than Hunt.

To the buffs wanting to believe, how-
ever, the photos were too good ta drop.
They “proved™ a CIA complicity in the
plot to kill Kennedy. Underground
newspapers all over the country began
to reprint the tramp photes, alongside
those of Hunt and Sturgis, with the
blatent assertions that the tramps were
Hunt ond Sturgis.

Two months ago, Ruu.mn Stone
had the tramp pho(m by the

The Mystery Tramps in Disguise?

Institute of Forensic Sciences in Oak-
land, California. There, criminologist
Charles V. Morton measured the facial
characteristics on comparison photos of -
Hunt and Sturgis and tramps and con-
cluded that the tall tramp was definitely
not Sturgis. The short tramp was prob-
ably not Hunt—though the details in
the fuzzy photos of the short tramp
were insufficient to provide Morton
with an absolute basis for an opinion.
However, reported Morton, “at least
one definable characteristic appears to
argue strongly against identity, This is
the shape of the ear," According to
Morton, the helix of the ear in the
Hunt photos is concave and the helix
of the ear of the short tramp is convex.

officials who could corroborate his
presence there. Hunt said he'd given
their names to the FBI, which -grilled
him rather recently about his where-
abouts during most major political
crimes of the last 50 years. Hunt add-
ed: “T'd like you to tell the world
T've had these FBI interviews. so that
your colleagues in the media would
put some pressure on the FBI to re-
veal the results of their investigations.
Those investigations would help clear
my name.” Hunt promised he'd sue
anyone worth suing who charged that
he was in Dallas in November 1963 or
part of & plot to kill JFK.

Hunt made similar disavownls on
network TV and local TV :bﬂm du.rmg

All this seemed hat super-
fluous in light of Hunt's angry denials
to me that he was even in Dallas on
November 22th, 1963. I found Hunt
at the Hotel Sheraton Russell in New
York in November. He told me where
h= was on November 22nd, 1963—in
at u meeting of soms CIA

N b 1974, 1

tramp photos (with one of the tr:.rnps
now labeled “Hunt”) seem to have a
life all their own, have become part of
the collection of artifacts surrounding
the JFK assassination mythology. Dick
Gregory found the tramp photos cireu-
lating at the Assassination Information
Bureau convention in early February,
latched on to them (along with Robert
Groden's Zapruder film blowup) and
ok tramp photos, Groden's blowup
and Groden on the road,

Because Gregory is who he is, how-
ever, something of a folk hero who
commands attention from the media,
the Rockefellr Commission called
Gregory to testify before it in Washing-
ton for a firsthand account of his
charges. There Gregory stopped short
of identifying the short tramp as Hunt
but played the role of “aggrieved citi-
zen.™ If this isa't Hunt, said Gregory,
then the government has an:obligation
to tell us who it is.

—R.B.K.
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FRAME 413: *

Groden believes that the head and rifle of a fourth assassin

can be seen at lower right through tree branches (see diagram p, 36).

FRAME 454;
_‘@nd indkade fe fence at right, says Groden,

o‘\l‘lg '9! assassin,can be seen (see djagram p. 36).
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