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P—I know it is. The point is—lct me put it candidly.
If T do not suspend you, he will probubly give him
immunity, That's the problem (uniatelligible) unbear-
able, If you do tuke a leave, I think he will—it's pos-
sible—uwell, it’s possible that he would (unintelligible)
even if you do leave—that he would (unintelligible)
[ agree. But Dean is the guy that he's got to use for
the purpose of making the case.

v . o 425 -
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: #~ _but be-
live me I've been thinking about that all day vesterday
~—whether Dean should be given immunity, The point
is—I don’t know that it can happen, but I can call
Potersen in and say he cannot be given immunaity, but
nobody on the White House staff can be given im-

627

mwnily. And I—whether he'll carry that order out—
that’s going to be an indicator that that's Dean and
(unintelligible). . b5
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? —Woell—the (unintcllipible) stuff regarding

Bob. Strachan has got to be worked out. 1 don’t know
Low that's going to work out. Bob, did Strachan have a
—the plan? What he says about whether he did have 2
plan—whether he did show it to you—remains to be
seen, .

{—I{e apparently said he éid not.

P—AIl right. The other point is whether Strachas
got information now that is the stufl that is clearly
identifiable according to Petersen as being telephone
taps. Strachan will probably say no it was not.—And
so, that’s that.

H-—And they said Magruder makes charges against
me? Interesting! :

P—Bob, I don’t know whether he does or not. Let's
be damned sure (unintelligible). He's certainly going
to say that Dean was involved and that Mitwchell was
involved.

E—And he'll say Strachan was involved.

P—He'll say Strachan was involved. -
E—And, “Who's Strachan?” Well, Strachan was Mr.
Haldeman’s employee. But, my prediction is that if the
Judge says, “Well, did Mr. Haldeman tell you to do
anything or this or that,” he'll say, “No sir, he was

never involved in this.” )

H—THe told me that is what he would say.

E—And he told me that is what he would say.

H—He told John that is what he would say in front
of his lawyers. That's what he had said, and he flatly
says that is what is the truth.

e —— .
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- . ' P—Alright. The sccond point, with regard to Peter-
sen, ah, that the—that's the highest—I better get him
in and tell him (unintelligivle).

Fl—Yeah, and the no immunity thing. i

p—And just flatly say, “Now this is the way I'm
going to handle the matier. I cannot let people go
simply because charges are made until they are corrob-
orated. That's my decision,” and so u_}rth. And sce-
ond, “I've thought over the immunity thing and .I want
nobody on the WH staff given immunity. I don’t want
anybody shown any consideration whatever.,”

E—This has been a law and order administration.

P—Right, and tiird, “I'm directing everybody to
cooperate (inaudible) They've been told they are not
to. I've already helped him on that. 1 haven't helped

659

him, T've tried. But T will not have a member of the
White House Staff testifying in the Senate against

<« nthers, N
60

i : , : W 17, 1773 - .

P—But I just wanted to be sure to check the points
you want with Petersen. He will be in just 10 minutes
so, (1) no immunity. However, I would say that for any
of the top three. .

E—Uh, huh. .

P—In other words, so that T can, if it sort of appears
that if you want to give it to Strachan, that is OK. See?
Don’t you think that is a good line? .
_ E—I think that is good.

663

e e me—

- ‘ E-Z-Then privately to him, your policy with regard
to immunity for top people.

P—Yecah, and leaks from the Grand Jury.

E—T wouldn’t limit it to three. I would say any top
: person, like Dean or up. '
! P—Yeah.

P—Then T will say, as far as a fcllow like Strachan,
that is finc. You can do what you want,

. i G e .  w m e
.
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P—Haldeman and Ehrlichman at this point had (in-
audible) with Rogers—I not only let him read what

! ) : vou had given me but then T claborated everything I
Lm_w '1b_out this thing. His judament is this that on
- _ Zhrlichman it is a very 1‘1i1 (inaudible)

- HP—Very thin indeed
P—never going 0 (lmumblg)——'ﬁu said pa*tacul::r.y
he said if 'h\.v have any witnesses for the fact that he
handed a packet to the Director of the FBI and Huat
670

didn't leave the country (inaudible) discussions. I
' don’t know—1I am rot trying to judge it—but -
HP—No, 1 understand—I agree that it is very thin
P—-’I“n.y better have a damin lot more than that or
they arce not going to get Ehrlichman
HP—That's r{gh;._ .

&
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P—That’s what I'll tell them I will do. Now the oth-
er thing I want to tell you though that—and [ say this
strongiy—I have thought about it a lot—T don't care
what you do on immunity to Strachun or any other sce-
ond people but you can’t give immunity to any top
people—not Dean—needless to say you don’t want to
to Haldemaa or Ehrlichman. Dean is the counsel to the
President—after the flap with Gray—1I wentt over this
with Rogers—he says—afier your flap on the Gray
thing and the rest—it would like that you're...

HP—Right—you know why I asked )

P—1I just want you to know that you if give immunity
but I will have to talk (inaudible).

HP—OX, well, let me put it this way, T will not do
that without your knowledge. If it is necessary for me
to do that I will come to you first and then we can
reach an agreement that yes you will have 1o disavow it
and that was the decision of the prosccutor. I don’t
want to make that decision, Mr. President. I don’t
want to immunize John Dean; I think he is too high
in the cchelon but—it’s a— : '

P—The prosecutor’s got the right to make that de-
cision?

HP—Yes, sie

P—You better, I think. , . .

HP—. . . the poiat of it s, if it comes to a question
of— :

P—T think it would—Ilook—because your close re-
lationship with Dean—which has been very close—it
would look like a straight deal—now thaf’s just the
way you've got to figure it. ' -

S 675

e — e m e e

: Ehrlichman and the refusal to immunize Dean means
. that Haldeman and Ehrlichman go free. That js the
decision that we are going to ultimately come down to,

P—\Well you will have to come into me with what
you've got (inaudible) then there ., .

HP—I will

P—and let me handle Haldeman and Ehrlichmaa,

HP—I will sir.

_ P—Do you get my point?
: HP—Yes, sir,

P—If it comes down to that—T may have to move
on Haldeman and Ehrlichman—then -for example you
come to me and say look here’s what—Look I am not
going to do anything to Haldeman and Ehrlichman

. - just because of what Dean says—I can’t do that, It’s
_ 8ot to be corroborated.

i e TR e g
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P My point though now is 2 different
ons—it is the question of the immunity. That worries
kell out of me.

HP—Welil that—

P—The immunity worries me for the reasoa that it
just is . . I dom't think it’s good to give it. 1 don't
think in view of the fact that we had this hell of a
flap—you know that is the reason Gray wasa’t con-
firmed—because of Dean. '

677

P—Woell if T sound like a devil's advocate—I am.
g - &79

I have been saying the same to the .}pmsccutors-—how
in the hell can I imniunize John Dean? 3
P—That's the point. Well, T feel it stropgly——,l
mean—just understand I am not trymg' to t?‘rot&lct aﬂn.)‘s-

body—I wamdtIhg d;:.:un rfaf:}s; cltfh 3:_3&1 can get the fac

o on't care W or— )

{rOIiEI}PD—b-?\:IIr?nPrcsidcn:, i;‘dlhthoughikyguo::'tcrc trying to

Uy cbody, I would have waixe )
' L pn;)titigohn;»ggcgn‘t testify in open court—or :m);thmg
or that sort it doesn’t ‘makc any d:f}‘::rc?cc—l;-t ?(;1‘11
going to make my decision on the basis ol W ;1 l} L
tell me Dean has told you and—just 2 little feel o

2 the whole thing. But I've got to do it my way.

£59

P—Well, let’s begin with this proposition. Let's not
: get in the wicket where we’ve got Dean in an immuni-
.. typosition. He'll talk. He'll talk.

i¥a

.

P—Well what thchell—hc can talk 'without :‘my_ . V)

immunity can’t he? Oh I guess if he is a defendant
he wouldn’t talk to you.

HP—That’s right. .

P—(inaudible) of course he wouldn't (inaudible).’
Is that your problem? .

HP—You know if T get—yes—of course even if I
come up with a lesser charge that deamn Sirica is just
o liable to blast hell out of all of us to preveat him to
. e plead even to a lesser charge. The ideal position

would be the same as Magruder—you plead to one
count felony indictment—take your chances.

P—Frankly, the Dean thing troubles the hell éﬁtmc_:f_'“m' b?f
me—I[ would like in one scnse I would like to see ' .

the poor bastard you know, out of it and in another
sense I think the immunity thing scares me to death,

DWWl it clane mao tan T aaran e
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Crom tape of a conversation botween Ehrlichnan and Colson, Apl'ii 7, 1973
(sourco~——senate Vatergate Honrings, Rook Ty be 3011)2

COLEON:  There's a couple of things you'and I nced to do to protect cach other's
Llenk keve but we'll talk nbout that, but no, I'm sorious, Y
HILICITIAN: Fadir onough, o e . . -
COLSUH:  Let's get it clearly understood that son of i bitch [Dcan] docsn't get
imoawnitye I wani to nail him, ; : .
EILICHAAN s Well I'n doing my best, . : : ' e
-7 - COLSOls No, I want to nail hime, I'11l take imaunity first, ’ B
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; P—Ducan’s credibility is totally destroyed you know.
= H—Dcan (inaudible)

P—Sure, Dean was in charge of the investigation,
Did they ask him that? Yes. 1 put it up to Ron and I
made this point to Ron. “You know Dean somchow
has sold out the White House, the Administration, cte.”

H—That’s a good statement, It is a good idea. It puts
you exactly in the position that you should be in now.

g5 e

P—Dcan is the only one who can sink Haldeman
or Ehrlichman. A SR S———

. gy

Lpvf 27,0975 - B
P—I don‘t_\-vant to hurt John Dean. Believe me—I'd
like to help him. .}
T ' 7%

P—AIl right. We have got the immunity problem
resolved. Do it. Dean if you need to, but boy I am.
telling you—there ain’t going to be any blackmail,

HP—Mr. President, I—

P—Don't let Dick Kleindienst say it. Dean ain’
— “Hunt is £oing to blackmail yow.” Hunt's not going
to blackmail any of us. “It js his word, basically,
against yours.” It's his word against mine. Now for
—who is going to believe John Dean? — -

- i 75¢ g
P Daom o it ensdible, e i st
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(L.auzater)

fE—J ust glad the ol
P—Yeah, the one

rest: Jackson; and Hu

5
i
W

—] get a littic chi

of those people.
P—Yeah. [ would

moment.

_..,-_‘-/.. 2 "'_! il
s sorry he seat those burgiars

H—You ure very welcome, sin

rers didn’t get eaual
he scnt 1o ,\ulu.\.(.. and all the

o, ele.

i1 sitting over there now th 1

d hate to be

2

+
L

hose fellows. at the
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L—1 Sl Dot sure that you will ever be able to da-
ver on the clemency. [ moy be ¢ Just too hot, .
J—=You can't do it nuh,'c:lhy until witer the *74 cice-
:.-'un., tasl’s for sure. Your point is that even tien you
coulda’t do it. '

D—Thavs right. It may fuether involve yoa in a way
you shouid not e invoived in this,
P—No—it is wrong 1h~u 's for sure.

Ty
i

=
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i . . ki) Rreral! .
Do wan’t the Auorney General call Siiter:, or s
that wo duticerous tor Rim?
- B ‘) . g > g
Z—Weil he doesa’t have to do that—Tlenry 2otersen

follows that thinz on ¢ Juily basis.

P—lieary Petersen?
a : Ry - i, P [ el Alhaete 00 - L3
Ze—rienry can let Dick know, aed that's alt there is

it

. P—Alrizht. You just tell Dick. You sce the prob-
Tem is, there, tiiat Dick thinks I am—ii he s2)
furpished the Grund Jury tiinzs to the White House

taat there is 4 proolen

1
g

E—It"s a tender probdicm. I think what he has to
do—

P—No you could szy this. Our need—our inicres
iiere—you could say is whether there are any Whit
ouse poople involved here and we will move on them,

E—That's rizht. Aad the Presidat wants 10 know.

P—That is the purpose. Not to protect anybody,
but to {ind out what the hell they are saying.

E—Absolutely. That is the only busis on which to
go. . . s

s 25y

-
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P—What good will thut do John?

it beals iae socks oil nim if he ever gets oll

1he u.-\u.-:\auio-t.

P—Cun you use the tape?

F——Weli no, You can use Hi;by.
P—Why niot :
E—Well, s dilegal
H—No, it’s not. It is not.
- P—Daa’t vou have to tell somicbody—

LE—Put ubcn.pcr
H—There is no beeped required. Check the Wash-
ington faw.,
- P—VYeah,
Y

Ial
£ =

beep and ! know that—

H—>~No. It ali depends on where you are. The basic
luw 'in most states is that you must disclose to the
__othcr purty thut you're recording the conversation.

PRt

g

I never heard anybody
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'monot saneesting—in1 not supzesting I'G ke
to resivit i would not like 10,

p=Yah.

Ho—1'd be wiling o without creating iy sticky
probicms.

1p——The duty of 0uT, all our, the Guly of our whole
saff thouzh is o play there role— 2

H—["m frec {rom somic other things taal 1 can cu
joose, which 1 could Go. The problem that is there oOn
the other side is, thare is some pluses 1O it. What zbout
thut?

401

P—\Wiih an Auorney <General added in? And 2
White House Counsel, possibly. ;
F—Preity big bag, Joan.
FE—The biggest.
pP—policy, that's tie point.
H—Ycah .
P—As far as cqual'protcction, perspective, but i'll
take some timc. )

Yo




