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K—And I've thought for months that somcthing was
wrang.

P—Sorry to hear you say that. No—that's my prob-
lem—what to do. Poor (expletive removed)—they're
all—they've got a right to a fair trial.

K—TI've tried about two or three thousand in the last
twenty years and 1 did (uniniclligible). The two aspects
of this that have an overriding importance beyond them
is the institution of (unintelligible) and also the criminal
justice system.

P—Right. Only the people have got to have confi-

dence (ummdlmblu) and fr:mldy you could come out-

stronger.
K—Yeah.
P—You just prove that you will take on even your
fricnds.
K—That'sright. . == . .. " R
q465 .
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 H—What you can do is express your faith in the |
system. You know there is a lot to be gained from thxs
if the damn system comes out right.

P—That’s right.
H—In restoring pcople’s faith in the system, rather

than in this jackass kangaroo court. _ :
_P—Yeah, L MR
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P—I read (unintelligible) front page the Haynes
Johnson (unintelligible) story today about—story on
(unintelligible). ;

E—1I haven't had a chance to read that. I saw the
headlines.

P—It’s not corroborated of course, but they said
their survey of the country and all showed that the

* President’s support that first the support regarding the

war was not (unintelligible)—the cconomy is the prob-

lem (unintelligible) but the overriding issues that are

(unintelligible) Watergate. (unintelligible), but John

that is just not true. _ e s S
yHs

— e e e —
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P—Fine. Well; John, you have hag a hell of a week
—two weeks. And of course poor Bob is going through

the tortures of the damned,
E—Ycah. That family thing is rough.

P—I know the family thing, But apart from -the

family thing, you know,
-his life, hours and hours

charged against,
do that. Or am | wrong?
E—No, you are right.

P—Well, maybe I am not right. I am asking. They

say, clean the boards, Well, is that our system?

E—Well that isn't a system. You know, that is a

machine. That's—
P—That’s right.

426
you? But you know,
is to say, well look,

charged, out they go

1s jt?

—You know I don't think it is. I don't think thatis

anyway to run a railroad.
_.,W Y e 1 q.‘gz”

—Well, the point is, whatever we say about Ha
TrEman, etc. whli:;(; it hurt him a lot of people admired
the old bastard for standing by people

E—Sure—
P—who were guilty as hell

E—Ye :
P—-anrf damn it T am that kind of person. I am not

G peE . s iinder
one who is going to say, look, while this guy is un
attack, I drop him. Js there something to be said for
that, or-noc? e,

E—I don't’ think, number one, I don’t thmk' you

* would gain anything by it. The problem doesnt go

. away. .

PZ—-NO they will say, oh, that Nixon's top person,

~ closest man to him, in the office four or five hlou:s a

~ day, and out he goes. Everything must be wrong!

E—Yep—that is it. That is liking scparating Siamese
twins, _

' P—We have donc so many good things, you know,
which Bob has worked on so arduously, and damn it,
so there will be fragments here and there, Well, p.coplo
make mistakes, but you don’t fire a guy for a mistake

‘do you?

E—No.

P—Not for a well-intentioned mistake, But my whole =+

- view of drawing up the line, * 411

he is a guy that has just given
and hours you know, totally
sellless and honest and decent. That is another thing!
Dumn it to hell, I am just about to say. Well you know
You get the argument of some, anybody that has been
you should fire them. I mean you can’t

T feel, honestly,—I mean, apart
from the personal feeling we both have for Bob, don’t

I raised this myself. One way out
as long as all these guys have been
and they can fight this battle and
they can return when they get cleared. Is it not good,
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the thing about Bob, as I say, is this: T get back to a
he not? In my

=]
fundamental point. Is he guilty or is

view, he is not, you know.
E—Yep.
P—And if he isn't—even if it means that the whole
country and the Congress and all the members of the

Senate and House say resign, resign, the President says,
No. I will not take a resignation from a man who is
innocent. That is wrong. That is contrary to our system,

and I am going to fight for him.

E—Uh, huh.
P—If evidence is brought out to the contrary, finc.

Then w;:&\}:ill take a look at it. -
' : Y28
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P—Well, a year from now. It will soon be different.
E—Oh, ycah,
P—Nope, scriously—
E—Six months.
P—Nopc, sooncr than you think. Let me tell you,
. John, the thing about all this that has concerned me is
' dragging the damn thing out. Dragging it out and being
—and having it be the only issue in town. Now the
thing to do now, have done. Indict Mitchell and all the
rest and there'll be a horrible two weceks—a horrible,
terrible scandal, worse than Teapot Dome and so forth,
And it isn’t—docsn’t have anything to do with Teapot. -
E—Yeah. ' :
P—I mcan there is no venality involved in the damn
404

thing, no thicvery or anything of that sort of thing.
Nobody got any paper. You know what 1 mean?
E—Ycah. That’s true, '
‘H—Glad 1o hear it.

405
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Pl 1hc'right thing. We all have to do the right
thing. Damn it! We just cannot have this kind of a
business, John, Just cannot be. ]

37y

P—Lct me te!l you what concerns me, if T may. T
want to talk to the special prosccution a little bit. You
know, it’s embarrassing and all the rest, but it'll pass.
We've got to—we've got to just ride it through Dick,

. K—Yes . '
- P—Do the best we can. Right?
K—Yessir. '
P—We don't run to the hills on this and so forth. The
; main thing is to handle it right. :
v . K—Those are my inclinations Mr. President.
P—Well you know—we've got to handle it right.
~ K—That'sright.
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P—You know in one scnse, Bob, it's better to (un-
intelligible) a couple of these small things but it’s much
better to hand it to the Grand Jury. McCord may
move on the theory that Mitchell will be sorry and the
others too (urnintelligible) the damn thing—and the
Ervin Commitiee get credit in the Watergate thing?

H—TYeah, <

P—I don’t know. Am I sceing something (unintel-
ligible) that really isn't (unintelligible) or am 1?

H-—No, no. That was the-thing I was trying to get at
this morning. That what that proves is the President’s,
in my view, the President’s course was right. The
President wasn’t covering up. The President was co-
opgra.lmg with the proper place and the propcr place

. 318 '

had come to the proper result, which is to find out in
an orderly manner without tarring innocent people, to
find out what's going on.
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D—well, 1 thought (inaudible) by kecping on top
of it it would not harm you. Maybe the individuals
would get harmed.

P—We don’t want to harm the pcople cither. That
is my concern. We can’t harm these young pcople
(inaudible). They were doing things for the best in-
terests of their country—that is al.

, LEp |

M 27, 1973- 8

P—(unintelligible) I just don’t want to see guys get
hurt that didn’t know what the hell they were doing.

HP—And we don’t want to either. ;

P—(unintelligible) T

Y
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P—Well, so be it. I noticed in the news summary
Buchanzn was viewing with alarm the grave crisis in
the confidency of the Presidency, cte.

D—Well the best way— '

P—How much?

D—Purdon? _

P—How much of a crisis? Tt will be—I am thinking
in terms of—the point is, everything is a crisis. (ex-
pletive deleted) it is a terrible lousy thing—it will re-
main a crisis among the upper intcllectual types, the
soft heads, our own, too—Republicans—and the Dem-
ocrats and the rest. Average people won't think it is

much of a crisis unless it affects them. (unintelligible) )

6otls”
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"= 'The p;or)I-, who

arc most dlsturbcd about this (unmtdhpblu) are the

(adjective deleted) Republicans, A lot of these Con-

gressmen, financial contributors, ct cetera, are highly

moral. The Democrats are just sort of saying, “(Ex-
pletive deleted) fun and games!”
87 -
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H—TIsn't that ridiculous—this silly thing.

. P—Yes (Expletive deleted). Goldwater put it in con-
text when he said, “(expletive deleted) everybody bugs
everybody clse. You know that.”

D—That was priceless.
P—It happens to be totally true. We were bugged
in ’68 on the plane and in *62 even running for Gover-
v nor—(expletive deleted) thing you ever saw.

B-59

N 24, 1973

P —they've got problems, and we've
got problems. You sce this Vesco thing coming up
burns my tail. I raised hell with Haldeman on this and
be didn’t do anything about. I guess he couldn’t. What

: 78

(expletive omitted) became of our investigation of their
financial activities? (Expletive omitted) They cancelled
debts, they borrowed money. What the hell is that?

77




P—What did Scgretti do that came off?

D—He did some humorous things. For example,
there would be a fund-raising dinner, and he hired
Wayne the Wizard to fiy in from the Virgin Islands
to perform a magic show. He sent invitations to all
the black diplomats and seat limousines out to have
them picked up, and they all showed up and they hadn’t
been invited. He had 400 pizzas sent to another—

P—Surc! What the hell! Pranks! Fuck did all those
things in 1960, and all the rest.

b- 5%
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From 1968 canpndin upeechs ‘ "

Aneriea is in trouble today not bocuvuie her pcoplo have failsd but becuuse her
* Jeadrrg have failede ot ws begin by counitiing ourselves to the truth, to cec it
like it is, and to tell it likc it iu, to find tLo truth, to spcak tho truth, and to

live the truth.

(uoted in Wagh, POGT, 7/1 2/73)
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P—{s it (oo lete w o the has

>—Yes, 1 ibink itis, The hangrout road—

.:_"1‘1.: "lu"i"*ﬁl: road (i‘n:.t dibile).

33—t was dicked around Bob and {and—

P—Ehriichman always ol it should be hunz-out.

—=Weli) 1think 1 convineed Bim wiy he would not
wiuni to hang-oat cither, There is a cerliain domino
situntion Lieres I some ihings strt coing, a lot of
othier things are going o start goiny, and there can be
a ot of nroblewms if everything starts falling. So there
are dungers, Mr. President. 1 would be less than candid
it 1 dida't tell you there are. There s a reason for not
everyone going up and testifying.

P—I sce. Oh no, no, no! [ dida’t mean to have
everyone go up and testily. :

D—Well 1 mean they're just starting to hang-out
and say here's our story— ' i

~out road?

119

P—I mecan put the story out PR people, here is the
story, the true story about Watergate.
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P—Do you think we wan? to go this rou
it hang out so to speak?

D—Well, it sn’t reaily that—

TI—Is a fimiied hang oul.

D—it is a limited haug oul. IUs not ai 2bsoiute
oul,

P—But some of the questions look big hanging
publicly or privately.

)

D—What it is doing, Mr. President, is geiting

oy

ot

LH
.cn"‘

up above ané away from it. That is the most imiportant

thing. _

P—Oh, I know. I suggested that the o
they all came down negative on it. Now what
changed their minds?

D—Lack of candidate or a body.

H—Laughter. _

- .
W am slass
dilles Neady

e 30
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7’ (f':"e) = I saw Dean

at least (unintelligible) times, At Camp David, he was

a statement. He said

that you can put out,

Uiing I can 1o get to

{o write the (expletive deleted) up so we could put out

, “I really can't write a statement
» So I must say, I've done every=-
the bottom, Biil, as you can sce.

1 said, “John, you got to let it all hang out—now find

out—you got to tell
we'll &
be niobled to death

me what the hell the score is so

~ow how to deal with this, We're not going to

by a thousand hurts.”
72/

and
has
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© - Liddy said if they all got counsel iristan:ly and said we

will ride this thing out. Alright, then they started making
demands. “We have to have attorneys fees, We don't
have any money ourselves, and you are asking us to
take this through the clection.” Alright, so arrangements
were made through Mitchell, initiating it. And I was
present in discussions where these guys had to be taken
care of. Their attorneys fees had to be done, Kalmbach:
Wwas brought in. Kalmbach raised some cash,
142

P—They put that under the cover of a Cuban Com-

mittee, I supposc?

D—Well, they had a Cuban Committce and they
had—some of it was given to Hunt's lawyer, who in
turn passed it out. You know, when Hunt’s wife was
flying to Chicago with $10,000 she was actually, I un-
derstand after the fact now, was going to pass taat
moncy to one of the Cubans—to meet him in Chicago

and pass it to somebody there,

P— (unintelligible) but I would certainly keep that

cover for whatever it is worth. ;

" : . 143

/ ./ . o, ;/ . i -
* XK sk

i
pencd up to this time, are covered on t.heir'situa_tign,
because the Cuban Committee did this for them during

the election? ol
D—Well, yeah. We can put that together. That isn’t
of course quite the way it happened, but— s v
P—I know, but that’s the way it is going to have
happen. s sty RS e,
i

",

- P—These fellows though, ‘as far as what has hap-
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H—Of course there is nothing Jeb said that is incon~
sistent with anything that Chuck has said.

P—Oh, that could be right, Chuck could say, yes, the
Liddy project; sure but I thought the Liddy project was
somcthing clse.

H—That's right. That’s what he docs say.

P—He does, huh? e

H—.-Ycah. : > '

' 44

\
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p- John, too, I wonder if we shouldn’t reconsider, if you
shouldn’t, I mean you have to consider this—rather
than having Colson go in there completely blind, give

> him at least a touch up—or do you think that is too
dangerous.
iy E—Say that again—TI didn’t quite hear it.
- P——Colson—rather than just saying nothing to him,
if it isn't just as well to say—Ilook you should know that

accordmg to Klcindienst?

Magruder is going to testify, etc:, or is that dangerous :

E—I'm not so sure. I have to call him _anyway to- _

_ 1_'norrow P L =

“*"r‘:)'a&

* E—Well, I can say something very brief. I don’t need

to indicate that he said anything to me,

P—Yeah, that you understand that he has talked.
I mean, not to the Grand Jury but to— .

E——Yeah, I think I could safely go that far.

P—And say that he should know that before he goes,
and be prepared.

E—Friday—1I will call him in the morning.

P—Let me put it this way: I do think we owe it to
Chuck to at least— !

E—Sure

P—So that he doesn’t, I mean, go in there and well
frankly on a perjury rap—

E—1I understand. I don't think he is in any dangeron ; -

that but— .

. P—Why woulda't he be in any danger, because he's
got his story and knows pretty well what he is going to I
say? :

F ;

E—Yeah, T think he is pretty pat, but T will talk to
him in the mormng and give him a cautionary note
a.n)“wa)h - 1

420 o 4 i
i
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P—Thank God. Don’t ever do it John. Tell the
truth. That is the thing T have told everybody around
here, (expletive omitted) tell the truthi AJl they do
John is compound it.

P—That (characterization omitted) Hiss would be
free today if he hadn't licd. If he had said, “Yes I
knew Chambers and as a young man T was involved
with some Communist activitics but I broke it off a

‘number of years ago.” And Chambers would have

dropped it. If you are going to lie, you go to jail for
the lic rather than the crime. So belicve me, don't ever
lie,
D—The truth always emerges. It always docs,
P—Also there is a question of right and wrong too.
D—That's right.
P—Whether it is right and whether it is wrong. Per-
haps there are some gray areas, but you are right to get

itoutnow. _ . S ek

28T
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P—Well T owanted 1o et vou i bed eartior tonizht

andast alzhl, aid §owaat 1o get 10 bed oo, Let me say

Gost, 1 just waat 0 kaow i tiere are aany developments
[ should ko EOT Soarse, @y vou
Kaow, anything you icil nte, as § ihinx [ woid you cariier,
will not be passed oa.

FP—I understand, Mr. President,

P—Because [ know the rules of the Grand Jury.

: ;
Tl
el

L0UL DO, secuny, i

-2

Lonil 17, 0075- 5

P—Petersen has said to me, he says that there is—
because of the evidence that has come in here—that

Huldeman and Ehslichmaa  should (uniatelligivle)
now I'm Iaced with that damned hardship,

(Muterial not related to Presidential actions deleted)
) .

+

P—Wait a minute. Wait a minute. Then Petersen
said, he ‘said, “We've got to have corroborative testi-

mony.” So you see what I mean?
E—Yech.,

P—Before we could get—Let me put it this way. He
realizes that before he could try to give Dean immunity
¢’s got to have corroborative testimony on the value of
Dean’s evidence. That’s what he’s trying to get at the

' present time. That's why he was calling Strac:2an, Col-
. son, Kalmbach, et al. The purpos: of it being, John, to
get corroborative evidence that would say, well, Dean’s

evidence is so valuable as far as other people are con-

-cerned, that we can therefore give him immunity. =~
- # o

P—Yeah, (hnintcl!igihle) And Tl tell you what
Petersen did tell me. He did say this much. I said,
“what about Dean?” and he said, “Well, we haven't

ade a deal with him yet.” I think I told you about

this—
E—Yep. : ;

P—I said, “Why do you have to make a deal?” And

. he says “Well, he wants to make. a deal.” And T said,
“What do you mean lct him ofi?” He said, “Well,

that’s what you do, Mr. President.” I said, “Well,” I

¥ 633

" s

said, “you're sort of (unintellizible).” We've had some
real good talks. L3y

o
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PD—Well, that’s rich
the fetter Is im

et when

are only @ form {or you, You work it oat and d
out so that it would be onz that would apnly to yeu
and work oul the answer to Earlichman and Hulde-
man's letter. Just a jorm that I cun give anybody—

Strachun— _ e I

020 7¢, 1975- C
AT /

P—I toid kim I would like 1o have that letter and ;
he said, “What sbout Haldeman and Ehrlichman?” I
said they have already told me that they will re
in case—naturally nobody is goiag to resiga around .
Lere uniil somcbody—until i
tntil T can satisly myscif wi
said, “Weil, do you mind il
prepare them? I would like to prepare them 0 that in
the event T have to go to trial they won't prejudice mie:
in that.” I said, “Fine, fine. Prepare me what you
think your letter of resignation should be.” So there it
is. So he is thinking in both terms, apparendly. T am
just guessing and T think that it is altogether proper,
because he should have a letter of that sort, But I told
him, as I told Haldeman and Ehrlichman last night,
there.is no question about people resigning around here.
T've got their letters of resignation in hand anytime I

Btk o 5 2

want them.” .
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from llixon U'Ii.l.tt(.‘l}:‘.‘-llt of Aprdl 30, 19733

It was the system that has brought the fucts to light and that p:ili bring thoso -
guilty to justice—a system that in this cagve has included a deteruined Grand Jury, -
honest prqsecutors. a cowgugeous Judge, John Sirica, and a vigorous free press.
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e C(Ll'll get Someshc

ﬂics are f..onau.\...u..x See ;!
hem see what is in one.

|
inspired o put that out, Let t

pid 17,0975 &

P—Azd I have a fecling for a guy that's supposed
to uphokd the rights of innocent before {'L\ﬁlniu:n"'b.t..)
are guiliy or not. Well, let mie say this. I've got to live
with myself. 1 .don’t want to do it in that (Lmntu..nl-
ble). That isn’t fair..”
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I mlinw:/%f!i}tSmmtu will find, booed on his record since ho wag roninated, that
hie has beon fair, ho has been efficicent and that he will be & {;ood,‘ oshnll ve ooy,
lavman in the tradition of Jeo Edgar Hoover and I wa sure that the Senate will ovor=

whelrdngly approve hime

from Elu‘lic}wum-Dccm phona conversation, March 7 or 8, 1973
(gource: Senate Vatergate Hearingu, Book 7, pe

BHRLICHN
slowly in the wind,

Dall: That's right.
wnere he was coumding out.

BHRLICIWN: W11, OK, you're
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All: Well I think wo ought to let hin hang there. Let him twist slowly

I was in with the bous IZAK this morning end that's exactly
He said I'm not sure that Gray's snart

Bureau the way he's handling himself,
on to

htorunthel

i

L}
.
Te
Vo
s g5
" -~ o
2 s
- .
'
. .
= A
L
L ‘
L3
i i . .
. v - .
o cpasd ™
o ~a R e
i v . s
3 e e 3
. . e
. . "
e 7t E s
- §-a ) ke
B Ry . St
% - ' i
A Gt % r
. s e i
. A e, i
. at
i 7 '
: “ig 1
T bt .
a - '
Con
- -
L ;
i o -
. * i
S i e
S
} - B u e .
' oy Vg =i Y
e . v P
= 3 * i
2 L] ..
i EN
- - .
: '
T
o ] "
in. i
PR S -
. L T
] B S ¥y
] i
. . =
;" "
’ 3 y
.
L]
'
. "



A AT R R N I il =1

._todoit. L

YVewusts 13, 002

£ -
) Gruy, iIn my
opimon, siculd not be the head of the
ing throush the hell of tine hearings, he will not be a

sood Dircetor, as far as we are concemed.

it} 4
r2l Afwer go-

~ 5 . o . o .

L/ ves. ae can't do it because ke is

coing to be under such surveillance by his own poople
S0

Khiadi -

—cvery move he is muking—that it would be 2 &
thing for Par. Not that Pat wouldn't wanit to play ball,
but he may not be able to.

P—1I agree. Thaat's what I meant.

[-sC7

FVrsetss B2, 73|~ A

P-—No, he is just quite stubbora and also he isn't
very smart. You know—
D—He is bullheaded.
132

P—He is smart in his own way but he’s got that

typical (expletive deleted) this is right and I am going

F33F
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- E—(first part not sudible) Eastlard is zoing to post- |
pong further hearings on G

A

<o/

&

L e
aliow ihings to cool off a litde bi
dead on the Fioor.

P—LIc's provubly right—poor guy.
: 194

H—GCray, the symbol of wisdom today and future

counsel for romorrow,
D—Mayboe somcone will shoot hini.

Laughier,
, i‘-. 5‘\-
N ) LN A
e 71 7t

P—Well lets talk about Gray—the problem with

hirz is I think he is a litde bit stupid.

P—TFrankly, I thick too maybe Kleindienst doesn’t

help him any.
J 97

ay fer two weeks and
. He tiaks Gray is
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: E How about this—why don't

telephone—and get him down there, Itis sort of a lin

with Buker saviag he doesa™t b

the White House, Well, of course, he dida't want that—

that is his feuli—not our fagit, We have to aceent that

would rot be tiie righi thing—on the other hand, it
RS

is essential_for you to give him guidance.

vou get him oon th
iy

o
-
A
-

.

huave any coitact with

: S Alright, let's
leave it this way—you will handle Baker now—you
will babysit him starting like in about ien minutes?
Alright. '
(End of telephone conversation)
i Yeog

et

Rt Rt e

o T

i
5
7




&
ak

‘ flow bud
woule it hurt the country, John, to have the FEI so
terrioly damaged?

D-—Do you mind i T take this buck and kick it
around with Dick Moore? These otier cucsiions, 1
think it would be damzzing to the FBI, but maybe it
is time to shake twe FBI and rebuild it T um not so
sure the Tl is ceverything it is cracked up to be. I
zm coavineed the FBI isn't everyihing the public think
it is. )

P—XNo. |

D—I know quite well it isn't.
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LEdzar Hoover, on the other hand, I have seen
socially at least @ hundred times, He and I were very
close rivnds,

D—This is curious the way the press—

P—(cxpletive deleted)—[Hoover was my crony. He
was closer o mc thea Johason, actuaily although Johu-
son used Lim more, But as for Pat Gray, (expletve
deleted) I oever saw him,

D—While it might have been a lot of blue chips to
the late Director, | think we would have been a lot
better off during ihis whole Watergate thing if he had
been alive. Because he knew how to handic that
Burcau—Lknew how to keep them in bounds. i

P—Wcll, Hoover performed. He would have fought,

: 77

That was the point. He would have defied a few -
people. He would have scared them to death, He has
2 file on cverybody.

aR Pk e A . =
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P—Support your own—and this was necessary to do.
If we had had Hoover under more control, as Lyndon
Johnson did, it would bave been better.
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