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K---And I've thought for months that something was 
wrong. 

P—Sorry to hear you say that. No—that's my prob-
lem—what to do. Poor (expletive removed)—they're 
all—they've got a right to a fair trial. 

K—I've tried about two or three thousand in the last 
twenty years and I did (unintelligible). The two aspects 
of this that have an overriding importance beyond them 
is the institution of (unintelligible) and also the criminal 
justice system. 

P—Right. Only the people have got to have confi-
dence (Unintelligible) and frankly you could come out -
stronger. 

K--Yeah. 
- P—You just prove that you will take on even your 
friends. 

K—That's right. 

(2/24.:1 /s-- /73_ • 

H--What you can do is express your faith in the 
system. You know there is a lot to be gained from this 
if the damn system comes out right. 

P---That's right. 
H—Tn restoring people's faith in the system, rather 

than in this jackass kangaroo court. 

1/4 
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P—I read (unintelligible) front page the Haynes 

Johnson (unintelligible) story today about—story on 

(unintelligible). 
E—I haven't had a chance to read that. I saw the 

headlines. 
P—It's not corroborated of course, but they said 

their survey of the country and all showed that the 

President's support that first the support regarding the 

war was not (unintelligible)—the economy is the prob-

lem (unintelligible) but the overriding issues that arc 

(unintelligible) Watergate. (unintelligible), but John 

that is just not true. 

YLts 
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P—Fine. Well; John, you have had a hell of a week —two weeks. And of course poor Bob is going through the tortures of the damned. 
E—Yeah. That family thing is rough. 
P—I know the family thing. But apart from the family thing, you know, he is a guy that has just given his life, hours and hours and hours you know, totally selfless and honest and decent. That is another thing! Damn it to hell, I am just about to say. Well you know you get the argument of some, anybody that has been charged against, you should fire them. I mean you can't do that. Or am I wrong? 

E—No, you are right. 
P—Well, maybe I am not right. I am asking. They say, clean the boards. Well, is that our system? E—Well that isn't a system. You know, that is a machine. That's- 
P—That's right. I feel, honestly,-1 mean, apart from the personal feeling we both have for Bob, don't 

426 

you? But you know, I raised this myself. One way out is to say, well look, as long as all these guys have been charged, out they go and they can fight this battle and they can return when they get cleared. Is it not good, is it? 
E--You know I don't think it is. I don't think that is anyway to run a railroad. --.  . 

P—Well, the point is, whatever we say about Harry 
Truman, etc. while it hurt him a lot of people admired the old bastard for standing by people 

E—Sure- 
P—who were guilty as hell 
E--Yep 
P—and damn it I am that kind of person. I am not one who is going to say, look, while this guy is under attack, I drop him. Is there something to be said for that, or- not? 
E—I don't think, number one, I don't think you would gain anything by it. The problem doesn't go away. 
P—No they will say, oh, that Nixon's top person, closest man to him, in the office four or five hours a day, and out he goes. Everything must be wrong! E—Yep—that is it. That is liking separating Siamese twins. 
P—We have done so many good things, you know, which Bob has worked on so arduously, and damn it, so there will be fragments here and there. Well, people make mistakes, but you don't fire a guy for a mistake 

do you? 	• 
E—No. 
P—Not for a well-intentioned mistake. But my whole .,; view of drawing up the line, 

1-111 
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P- . And 

the thing about Bob, as I say, is this I get back to a 

fundamental point. Is he guilty or is he not? In my.  

view, he is not, you know. 
E—Yep. 
P—And if he isn't—even if it means that the whole 

country and the Congress and all the members of the.  

Senate and House say resign, resign, the President says, 

No. I will not take a resignation from a man who is 

innocent. That is wrong. That is contrary to our system, 

and I am going to fight for him. 

E—Uh, huh. 
P—If evidence is brought out to the contrary, fine. 

Then we will take a look at it. 

I 
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P—Well, a year from now. It will soon be different. 
E—Oh, yeah. 
P—Nopc, seriously-- 
E—Six months. 
P—Nope, sooner than you think. Let me tell you, 

John, the thing about all this that has concerned me is 
dragging the damn thing out. Dragging it out and being 
—and having it be the only issue in town. Now the 
thing to do now, have done. Indict Mitchell and all the 
rest and there'll be a horrible two weeks—a horrible, 
terrible scandal, worse than Teapot Dome and so forth. 
And it isn't—doesn't have anything to do with Teapot. • 

E—Yeah. 
mean there is no venality involved in the damn 
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thing, no thievery or anything of that sort of thing. 
Nobody got any paper. You know what I mean? 

E—Yeah. That's true. 
H—Glad to hear  it.  
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P—It's the right thing. We all have to do the right 

thing. Damn it We just cannot have this kind of a 
business, John, Just cannot be. 

3 r 
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P—Let me tell you what concerns me, if I may. 
want to talk to the special prosecution a little bit. You 
know, it's embarrassing and all the rest, but it'll pass. 
We've got to—we've got to just ride it through Dick. 

K—Yes . 
P—Do the best we can. Right? 
K—Yes sir. 
P—We don't run to the hills on this and so forth. The 

main thing is to handle it right. 
K—Those are my inclinations Mr. President. 
P---Well you know—we've got to handle it right. 
K—That's right. 

Yrr 
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P—You know in one sense, Bob, it's better to (un-
intelligible) a couple of these small things but it's much 
better to hand it to the Grand Jury. McCord may 
move on the theory that Mitchell will be sorry and the 
others too (unintelligible) the damn thing—and the 
Ervin Committee get credit in the Watergate thing? 

H—Ye a h. 
P-1 don't know. Am I seeing something (unintel-

ligible) that really isn't (unintelligible) or am I? 
H—No, no. That was the-thing I was trying to get at 

this morning. That what that proves is the President's, 
in my view, the President's course was right. The 
President wasn't covering up. The President was co-
operating with the . proper place and the proper place 
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had come to the proper result, which is to find out in 
an orderly manner without tarring innocent people, to 
find out what's going on. 
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D—Well, I thought (inaudible) by keeping on top 
a it it would not harm you. Maybe the individuals 
would get harmed. 

P—We don't want to harm the people either. That 
is my concern. We can't harm these young people 
(inaudible). They were doing things for the best in-
terests of their country—that is all. 

/17 • 
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P—(unintelligible) I just don't want to see guys get 
hurt that didn't know what the hail they were doing. 

HP—And we don't want to either. 
P—(unintelligibleL _ 	_ 

719 
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P—Well, so be it. I noticed in the news summary 
Buchanan was viewing with alarm the grave crisis in 
the contidency of the Presidency, etc. 

D—Wcil the best way 
P—How much? 
D—Pardon? 
P—How much of a crisis? It will be—I am thinking 

in terms of—the point is, everything is a crisis. (ex- 
pletive deleted) it is a terrible lousy thing—it will re-
main a crisis among the upper intellectual types, the 
soft heads, our own, too—Republicans—and the Dem-
ocrats and the rest. Average people won't think it is 
much of a crisis unless it affects them. (unintelligible) 

• 



. The people who 
are most disturbed about this (unintelligible) arc the 
(adjective deleted) Republicans. A lot of thzse Con-
gressmen, financial contributors, et cetera, are highly 
moral. The Democrats are just sort of saying, "(Ex-
pletive deleted) fun and games!" 

67 	• 
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H—Isn't that ridiculous—this silly thing. 
P—Yes (Expletive deleted). Goldwater put it in con-

text when he said, "(expletive deleted) everybody bugs 
everybody else. You know that." 

D—That was priceless. 
P—It happens to be totally true. We were bugged 

in '68 on the plane and in '62 even running for Gover-
nor—(expletive deleted) thing you ever saw. 

B 

--they've got problems, and we've 
got problems. You see this Vesco thing corning up 
burns my tail. I raised hell with Haldeman on this and 
he didn't do anything about. I guess he couldn't. What 

78 

(expletive omitted) became of our investigation of their 
financial activities? (Expletive omitted) They cancelled 
debts, they borrowed money. What the hell is that? 

11 
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P—What did Segretti do that Came off? 
D—He did some humorous things. For example, 

there would be a fund-raising dinner, and he hired 
Wayne the Wizard to tly in from the Virgin Islands 
to perform a magic show. He sent invitations to all .  
the black diplomats and seat limousines out to have 
them picked up, and they all showed up and they hadn't 
been invited. He had 400 pizzas sent to another— 

'---Sure! 	the hell! Pranks! Tuck did all those 
things in 1960, and all the rest. 
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From 1968 campsiol speoch: 
• 

America in in trouble :today not becitue her puoplo have failed but because her 

leudors have failed. lot tut begin by committing ourselves to the truth, to Doe it 

like it is, and to tell it like it io, to find the truth, to speak the truth, and to 

live the truth. 

quoted in Wash. PO3T, 7/103) 
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1-7or the. 	Co;- 

*out 	 ves.ervations. 	is a 	ua 

Z-ne. 	 '."(1 (.11.7 it. 	 ju..t n-:. 

();!..4.:r 	that. 

in 	ar.d s:.:11 have the same probie.n, 

to 	1,.;:io. it ail is" a2p..ot.eil. 1: we d- th..t. 	. . 

let it 	:atn..-; out. 
—Arid let it ail hans out. Let's wi. a Segretti- 

etc. 
,P—We have .oassetl tllat point. 

,• 	 e'' 

P—ls it too itt.̀.e Logo the hang-out road? 
D—Yes, I think it is. The hang-out road- 
P—The ha:ill-out road (inau:iibie). 
i)—It was kieked ai.ound Bois and and- 

akvays Mt it should he hang-out. 
0-VU, I think I Lotivinced liiin why he would not 

want to Itiinr,-titit either. There is a certain 4,10mino 
sititalion here. If some thins stint goinn, i Iot of 
oti;er thik,s are :•:,oin:y, to start.goin:j, and iere can be 
a lot of problenis if everything starts faiiing. So there 
are dangers, Mr. President. I would be less than candid 
if I didn't tell you there arc. There is a reason for not . 
everyone ning up and testifying. 

see. 'Oil no, no, no! I didn't mean to have 
everyone no up and testify. 

D—Welt 1 mean they're just starting to hang-out 
and say here's 91.1r story- 

. 	 119 

P—I mean put the story out PR people, here is the 
story, the true story about Watergate. 

P—Do you think we wan: to co this route now? Le: 
it hang OL. so to speak?, 

D—Well, it 	really that— 
a limited hang out. 

1)—it is a  	ham, Oat. It's not an absolute iiait 

out. 
P—Ilut some of the questions look 	han2,inr, Oat 

publicly or privately. 
220 

D—What it is doing. Mr. President, is getting you 
up above and away from it. That is the most important 
thing. 

P—Oh, I know. I suggested that the other day and 
they all came down negative on it. Now what has 
changed their minds? 

D—Lack of candidate or a body. 
}I—Laughter. 

A7-5— 6 

(ei›fa) I. saw Dean 
at least (unintelligible) times. At Camp David, he was 
to write the (expletive deleted) up so we could put out 
a statement. He said, "1 really can't write a statement 
that you can put out." So I must say, I've done every-
Cling r can to get to the bottom, Bill, as you can see. 
I said, "john, you got to let it all hang cut—now find 
out—you 1;ot to tell me what the hell the score is so 
we'll know how to deal with this. We're r.o: going to 
be nibbled to death by a thOusand hurts." 

72/ 



- Liddy said if they all got counsel instantly and said we will ride this thing out. Alright, then they started making demands. "We have to have attorneys fees. We don't have any money ourselves, and you are asking us to take this through the election." Alright, so arrangements were made through Mitchell, initiating it. And I - was present in discussions where these guys had to be taken care of. Their attorneys fees had to be done. Kalmbach was brought in. Kalmbach raised sonic cash. 
.142 

P—They put that under the cover of a Cuban Com-mittee; I suppose? 
D--.Well, they had a Cuban Committee and they had—some of it was given to Hunt's lawyer, who in turn passed it out. You know, when Hunt's wife was flying to Chicago with $10,000 she was actually, I un-derstand after the fact now, was going to pass tact money to one of the Cubans—to meet him in Chicago and pass it to somebody there. 
P—(unintelligible) but I would certainly keep that cover for whatever it is worth. 

'13 
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. 
P---These fellows though, as far as what has hap- pened up to this time, are covered on their situation, because the Cuban Committee did this for them during 

the election? 
D-WeU, yeah. We can put that together. That isn't 

of course quite the way it happened, but- P—i know, but that's the way it is going to have to 
bappea._ 	_ 

/ 
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H----Of Course there is nothing Jeb said that is incon- 
sistent with anything that Chuck has said. 

P--Oh, that could be right. Chuck could say, yes, the 
Liddy project, sure but I thought the Liddy project was 
something else. 

H—That's right. That's what be does say. 
P—He does, huh? 
H—Yeah. 

q/Y 
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p- John, too, I wonder if we shouldn't reconsider, if you 

shouldn't, I mean you have to consider this—rather 
than having Colson go in there completely blind, give 
him at least a touch up—or do you think that is too 
dangerous. 

E—Say that again—I didn't quite hear it. 
P--Colson—rather than just saying nothing to him, 

if it isn't just as well to say—look you should know that 
Magruder is going to testify, etc., or is that dangerous 
according to Klcindienst? 

E—l'm not so sure. I have to call him anyway to- _ 
morrow.," 

E—Well, I can say something very brief. I don't need-7. 
to indicate that he said anything to me. 

P—Yeah, that you understand that he has talked. 
I mean, not to the Grand Jury but to- 

E—Yeah, I think I could safely go that far. 
P—And say that he should know that before he goes, 

and be prepared. 
E—Friday—I will call him in the morning. 
P—Let Inc put it this way: I do think we owe it to 

Chuck to at least- 
E—Sure 
P—So that he doesn't, I mean, go in there and well 

frankly on a perjury rap- 
E—I understand. I don't think he is in any danger on 

that but— . 
P—Why wouldn't he be in any danger, because he's 

got his story and knows pretty well what he is going to 
say? 

E—Ycah, I think he is pretty pat, but I will talk to 
him in the morning and give him a cautionary note : 
anyway. 

420 
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A--Thank God. Don't ever do it John. Tell the truth. That is the thing I have told everybody around here. (expletive omitted) tell the truth! MI they do John is compound it. 
P—That (characterization omitted) Hiss would be free today if he hadn't lied. If he had said, "Yes I knew Chambers and as a young man I was involved with some Communist activities but I broke it off a number of years ago." And Chambers would have dropped it. If you are going to lie, you go to jail for the lie rather than the crime. So believe me, don't ever lie. 

D—The truth always emerges. It always does. P—Also there is a question of right and wrong too. D—That's right. 
P—Whether it is right and whether it is wrong. Per-haps there arc some gray areas, but you are right to get it out now._ 

51er 
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warned 	you in 'ped earlier tori•,:ht 
want to i;et to 1.7,,:d too. Let nt.: say 

first. I ;just wax. to know if there are as:' 
I should kaov.• about anti, second, that of zo.irse, as you 
know, any.I.:".7 you tell me, as i 	teid yea earEer, 
will not be passed on. 

iiP—1 understand, Mr. President. 
P—Because I know the rules of the Grand Jnry. 

P—Petersen has said to me, he says that there is—
because of the evidence that has come in here—that 
`Haldeman and Ehrlichrnan should (unintelligible) 
now I'm faced with that damned hardship. 

(Material not related to Presidential actions deleted) 

P—Wait a minute. Wait a minute. Then Petersen 
said, he 'said, "We've got to have corroborative testi-
mony." So you sec what I mean? . 

E—Yeah. 
P—Before we could get—Let me put it this way. He 

realizes that before he could try to give Dean immunity 
he's got to have corroborative testimony on the value of 
Dean's evidence. That's what he's trying to get at the 
present time. That's why he was calling Strac. an, Col-
son, Kalmbach, et al. The purpose of it being, John, to 
get corroborative evidence that would say, well, Dean's 
evidence is so valuable as far as other people are con-
cerned, that we can therefore rive him immunity. 

. 	. 	. 
P—Yeah, (unintelligible) And I'll tell you what 

Petersen did tell me. He did say this much. I said, 
"what about Dean?" and he said, "Welt, we haven't 
made a deal with him yet." I think I told you about 
this- 

E--Yep. 
P—I said, "Why do you have to make a deal?" And 

he says "Well, he wants to make. a deal." And I said, 
"What do you mean let him off?" He said, "Well, 
that's what you do, Mr. President." I said, "Well," I 

633 

said, "you're sort of (unintelligible)." We've had some 
real good talks. 
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D—Wel!, that's ri;:ht• 	the thinl; 'Li in pllrar.ii;;;• 
the. letter I 	r".•I You don't eart 

wi!en it iN the:: problem, so that is why I wouki 

underst:ald tliose arc my dic:ations. 
0:•.ly a form for you. You wor:.: 	and worl; 

out SO that 	WOUto.1 1).2 Oil thtlt vuki nr.T.-Av to 
aid work out tac aniwer to E:Irii,:luann and 1-4.;*le-
man's letter. Just a form that I can zive anybody—
Sara.:ban— 

0:9.z"...-7)  • /6 t173- 

F—! told him I would like to have that letter and 
he said, "What about Haldeman and Ehrlichman?" I 
said they have already told me that they will resift:7 
in ease—natura:Iy nobody is going to resi,:n around 
here until.. somebad!.•—until I get better information, 
until I can satisfy myself v••ith Petersen, etc. And he 
said, "Weil, do you r'•-4  if take the letters and I 
prepare them? I would like to prepare them so that in 
the event I have to go to trial they won't prejudice me 
in that." I said, "Fine, fine. Prepare me what you 
think your letter of resignation should be." So there it 
is. So he is thinking in both terms, apparently. I am 
'just guessing and I think that it is altogether proper, 
because he should have a Letter of that sort. But I told 
him, as I told Haldeman and Ehrlichman last night, 
there.is no question about people resigning around here. 
I've got their letters of resignation in hand anytime I 
want them..."  
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frog Nixon statevo.q•t of Avril. 30, 1973: 

It wan thu syatera that has brought the facts to light and that will bring thoso 
guilty to jimtice—a system that .in thin coo has included a determined Grand Jury, 
honest prosecutors, A C011311(,•00t1.1 Judge, John Sirica, and a,vigorous free press. 
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P—Let's make a point that raw ;Iles, 1 mean mat 
point should be made that we are standing for the 
rights o: innocent individuals. The Ani.rican Civil Lib-
erties Union is against it. We tire against it. Hoover had 
the tra4.1ition, nttd it will continue to be the tradition. 
All flies are coniidentiai. S.ze if we can't ;.,et someone 
inspired to put that out. Let them see what is in one. 

/ /i:/ 7 - 

f have a feeling for a guy that's supposed 
to uphold the rilits of innocent before (unintelligible) 
are guilty or not. Well, let me say this. i'vc got to live 
with myself. 1.don't want to do it in that (unintelligi-
ble.). That isn't fair.. 

- 7/S- 
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from Nixon prens conference of Dtrch 2, 1973: 

ithatcy 	•• 
I bOlinViy 	0011aL0 w3.1.1. find, bused on his record since ho wao nominated, that 

hzui hpon fair, ho has been efficient and that he will be a good, :ball we say, 

laws= in the tradition of J. fkli;ar Hoover and I am sure that the senate will over-

whelmingly approve him. 

from Ehrlichrum-Dean phone conversation, liarch 7 or 8, 1973 
(source: solutte  Wati..rettte Hearings, Book T, p. 2951): 

EHRLICHILIN: Noll I think we ought to let him hang there. Lot him twist slowly 

slowly in the wind. 
lEAN: That's rie,ht. I was in with tho boss VAX this morning and that's exactly 

where he-  was coming out. He said I'm not sure that Gray's mart enough to run the 

Bureau the way he's handling himself. .. 	. 	. , 	
. 

BlUILICHIldi: WU, OK, you're on top of it. Good. - • 
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• - 	Gray, in my 
opinion, shou!d not bethe head of the F31. After go-
ing throu!,11 the hell of the hearings, ha will rot be. a 
good Director, as far as we are concerned. 

„ 	he can't do it because ha is 
goin3 to be under such surveillance by his own people 
—every move he is rnalzing.—that it would be a diilleult 
thing for Paz. Nat that Pat wouida't 1..vralt to play bail, 
but he may not he able to. 

agree. That's what I meant. 
• 

6 - 

)1/1.11:. 
A 
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P—No, he is just quite stubborn and also he isn't 
very smart. You know- 

D—He is bullheaded. 
132 

P—He is smart in his own way but he's got that 
typical (expletive deleted) this is right and I am going 
to do it. 

1 3 3 • 
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E--(first part not auL:ible) IF.astiand is c.foinf.. to post-
von:: any furthLr hearings o:i Gray for two weeks and 
allow thinrIs to COO: olt a little bit. He thinhs Gray is 
dcnd on the Floor. 

P—Ile's probably ri;;Ilt—poor 
194 

13—Gray, the symbol of wisdom today and ft:tur 
counsel for tomorrow. 

D—Maybe soineone will shoot him. 
Laughter. • 

/ r.  

P—WeIl let's talk about Gray—the problem with 
is I think he is a little bit stupid. 

P—Frankly, I think too maybe Kleindicnst doesn't 
help him any.. 
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;° Ah=.a..,  
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How about this—wthy don't you ..z.zt him on the 
tulcdhonc—ancl get him 	there. It is sort of a line 
with Baker say:a .̂  he doesn't have any contact with 
the, White House, Well, of course h,.! didn't wt that—
that i:; his fault—not our fau4. We have to accept that 
would nk.): l 	ri'zht thing--on the other hand, it 
is essential for you  to  give him guidance. 

Alright, let's • 
leave it this way—you will handle Baker now—you 
will babysit him starting like in about ten minutes? 

(End of telephone conversation) 
c 



• I.:ow bad 
wouik: it hurt the country, John, t Lave the FBI SO 
Ierry dama.ged? 

D--i.)o you mind if I tako this back and kick it 
around with Dick Nioore? These ot::er clues:ions. I 
think it would htia::1::‘2Er.;; to th::: FBI, but maybe it 
is tin to shake the F131 and rebuild it. I :-.nt not so 
sure :::e Fin is everything it is cracked up to be. I 
em convinced the Fill isn't everything the public think 
it is. 

a—No. 
D—I know quite well it isn't. • 



Etitntr Hoover, on the other hand,. I have seen 
socially at least a hundred times. He and I were very 
close iri...nds. 

D—This is curious the way tli press- 
P—(expletive deletet1)—Hoover was my crony. He 

was closer to me than Johnson, actually although John-
son used him more. But as for Pat Gray, (expletive 
deleted) I never saw him. 

D—While it might have been a lot of blue chips to 
the hue Director, I think we would have been a lot 
better oli during this whole Watergate thing if he had 
been alive. Because he knew how to handle that 
Bureau—knew how to keep them in bounds. 

P—Well, Hoover performed. He would have fought. 
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That was the point. He would have defied a few 
people. Ile would have scared them to death. He has 
a file on cvegbody. 

/ j  /973 /973 - 8 
P—Support your own—and this was necessary to do. 

If we had had Hoover under more control, as Lyndon 
Johnson did, it would have been better. 

ps 


