._/?./,%;’) 26, 1923~ 8

P—Well, i

-
i

H

T

frankly think—TI would hope you can

heip on the PR there by saying—

D—T il be happy to help on it

P—T would like for vou to say—and you are {ree to
talx. You are to suy, "I told the President zbout this.
1 told the President first there was no involvenient in
the White Flouse, Aftcrwards, T wold the President tha
I—" And the President said, “Look, T want to get to
the boitom of this thing, period.” See what 1 am driving
at—not just the White House. You continued your in-
vestization, et cetera, and the President went out and

investigated on his own. Which T have done, belicve
me. T put a littie pressure on Magruder and a few of

D—Uhn, huh. .

P—And as a result of the President’s actions this
thing has been brokea.

DThats right, ...
e 37

Qi d 16, 1775- &
4

P—They're going. to belicve this (inaudible) if it
breaks today. 1 don’t want—you and 1 don’t want the
Washingion Post to break it _

HP—No sir. ) -

P—And after all—we have broken this—you, the
Department of Justice, damn it—you scc—_-d‘cmnn-
strated that the judicial system docs work—isn't that -
right?>~—sometimes it takes time.

HP—I'd say that’s correct.

P—But it does work.

#»* &
P——(Inaudiblé)"somclhing, but the nced, as you
see, we've got to show that the President takes the
nitiative, When T get backed up here as this, Henry,
Ican’t be here (inaudiblc).-

' &

&'/:-r.i/ /7, /973 <D

P—So basically we are in 'arprctt position
retty good position to
say—that except as I said I don't want the Wash;
Post to break this case. e
ﬁ?l’—I—Th:\. t's right, We don’t cither.
—I want the Department of Justice—and, franki
the White House—because as vou ca 08 el oo
¢ g H n N [ -
‘operate (inaudible),. ’ nji et

6%2
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+ But tiie point 3—100 52ys vou will

have ecither seven minutes of John Chancelior axd

Weicker interpreiing what was quid i o scerel session
or ¢o You wint {our siinutes of that and mayde liree

miauics of Haldeman?
n—Well, that is 2 good pol
P—1Is that something to be consiceres?
E—it surc is. At lcast we get a listle piece of it that
wiy.
P—You know—you sce & man loaking honest and
carnest etc., denying icf

5.—-Ycah, yezh

- o
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K- And wo want to give some thought to having in soch an
cvent having a special prosecutor,

E—What is the procedure for that?

K-—Well, 1 don't know. I think that the President
oould appoint somebody as a special prosecutor to
direct the FBI to cooperate with him, giving them an
opportunity to hire some attorneys, you know, on his
staff and then just have complete wuthority to have his
own investigation, and # there’s evidence thal comes
out that there wers acts of criminal bahavior, have them
preseated to a grand jary, then eed with it

E—Could you havé so y brief owt how that's
done? Just so we know? And the question would be
whether the President or Sirica or you or yow-know-
who actually does it? ,

K—Well, it wouldn't be the fedge. The judge has no
jarisdiction. I think it would be the President.

E—OK . :

K—But ft has its own problems that by doing that,
you in effect say publicly, well, OK, the Department of
Justice and the attorney general and the U.S. Attorney
and the FBI are all corrupt. I've now found that out
and have got to get mysell a new—

E—Of courss, we've resisted that right stralght
through.

Sixor, on » il 30, 1U73:
! - .y 1 £3 - L]
"I 'wive ingtoclea hin the new ~iterney Generel, £llict Richar.son) trat if he should
conaider it qunropriate,he K44 has the vutherity to nume g special supervising prosecutor

"

for .utters nriving out of ihe: cuses"
Richardson, on vy 7, 1472 _

"I kave decifed that I will, if confimwed, &ipeir® ¢ siecial prosecutor and give hin
w1l the inde enderee, authority and atuff suppert aeelnl to Sarry oul the tasks entrusted

to ndr,"

Sonale Zedglem, on Octoher 20, 1473:

"lreldent Nizon hes toright ddschurged Archibald Cox, the specizl prosecutor in
THG el MU0 Cldveeelssurtnierniors, the office of thre Wutergale special prosecution has
teen nunlisieriseeedtn fiiction tu investigate anc procecute those iuvolved in tiw wotorgn:te
tatter Will e transferrsd back into the institutionsal frrzework of the le,mrticat of

Jasiice, <newve 1t will be carricd out with tiorouhness and vigor,"
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from Hixon vtutorent of April %0, 1973%:

Ag the new Attorney Genornl, I have today mwaed

hm absolute authority to make all deeisions bearing

case and rolated matteras
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FLEDGE Ol SYBCIAL PROSLCUTOR

from remarks at Republican fund-raiving dinnor, Iy 9, 1973

A1l Ancricans can’ have IXXEX confidence in the fnct that the new nomineo for 3
Attorr.wy Genexyd,, Illiot Kichnrdson, and the gpecial prosecutor that he will aproint
in this case will have the total cooperation of the executive branch of this Qo;.rcrmaent.
They will get to tho bottom of this thing. Thoy will sce to it that all of thoze who are
guilty are prosecuted and arc brought to Justice. That is the pledge I make tonight
and that. I think the American people are entitled to it ' ’
But I would add that the place where that should happen iB in the courts of law,

~ o - (MTines, 5/10/73)

From liixon lettér to Richardson, Oct. 19, 1973:

’

I am instructing you to direct Special Prosccutor Archibald C
5 0Xeoothat he ia to .
make no further attempts by judicial process to obtain tapes, notes, ;; memoranda of
Prgaiientia%hcomzrsatéons. I regret the necessity of intruding, to this very limited
extent, on the independence that I promised you with regard to Wat 5 ;
your /appoin’cment. " . ' = : o ergare_whe_n : a.rmoun.cad\

: (Wagh, POST, 10/24/73)

e
ENDING SEC. RICHARDSON'S confirm-?
- tlon as attorney general, I have asked:
i him {o Involve himself immediately in the in-
vestigative process surrounding the Water-
_ ) .| gate matter. As attorney general, Mr. Rich-
5 il . *{ ardson will assume full responsibllity and

.+ .. 1 authority for coordinating all federal agen-f . .I i J :_ L "._ : b -'.'

cies in uncovering the whole truth about|

changes in the law to prevent future cam-f , = .~ = - LA

paign abuses of the sort recently uncovered.! o Ca

4 He will have total support from me in get-.

"1  ting this joh done. &
; —White House statement. May 1. w7y -

~ this matter, and recommending appropriate| .- o *"'_ g A L ; e .' o Vi

"\""'_!-.Jb.v‘;'.';'f_'-;_-l,»fu :._

.-.' B Iﬂ' . :_. 7 . o’ ' : L % '- R r I.-‘.I" ~ i i :
e : : 1 L ‘ N HIS PRESS CONFERENCE . todsy,, }° . Y
i"“ S : - T . Special Prosecutor Archibald Coxt;nta:: ;- o 2
o P 1 it apparent that he will not comply wi b 4 o
3 "'Ih;}jll.lghhl‘dh;a?e 3:,:.::15:;%:: lfpt::;g ' " linstructions I issued to him, through Attor-, i d :

- BRO e pesy I t0 '\ * ", {ney General Richardson, yesterday, Clearly '’

_ 1 prosecutor, I hava felt It necessary 1the government of the United States cannot . | - > &
1 direct him, as an employe of the execu- {function If employees of the executive { = . . L

~.{ tive branch, to make no further attempts | branch are free to ignore in this fashionthe |.

by judicial process to obtain tapes, notes - . - |instructlons of the President. Accordingly fn | . -+ e

or memoranda of Presidential conversa- | - " - {vour capacity of acting attorney general, I {' - e

4— tions.” ’ . i ~ ]direct you to discharge Mr. Cox immediately f: . " .t
S ==President Nixon R '\ *Jand to take :all steps necessary toreturn to x- - V.o )
2 © o 19.1978 | the Department of Justice the functionsmow k", * o

RN ptanet ot L o being performed by the Watergate Special [ ' .- . -~ ';I

: b AT T ,I-_ WER TR 2 w6 T S 3’romul[°n rorce‘ S E . l" . ¢ :-:

N ; R : . _’»A —Letter to Robert i Bork, Uct. 20,1973 { - ". 7, il B

- 4 L Fha 5 . A ‘ . !1 % - ; :"I
vy " 1 .- : !ﬁmf}wﬁ‘;;?(”r' . .‘--“" DRG] ._r{'-_..’.] ..-, 4 -:.._‘_}

" : G ! % et L g % ‘-.'. wl- .\--', ‘ ; ’- i ‘\‘

' A ';" 1' i T g ' " i g

i . ' ' 7 iy



i

H
i
£

AL ey,

Bt S I

NATIOUAL (ZiCURITY A FBUsoOH TN XHPOATION

Nixon speoch of May 9, 1961, in rosponse to Kennedy plea to preao of April 27 for more
"golf-restraint” on national security issucot , _ ,

llo reporter worth his salt would deliberately publish information hurtful to
national gecurity. Prosident Kennedy's remark will incvitably encournge governmeng

- officials to further withhold information to which the public i3 entitled.,.,

The plea of security could woll become a cloak for errors, misjudgements, and
other failings of government, The whole concept of a return to secrecy in peacetime
demonstrates a profound misunderstanding of the role of a free press as opposed to

that of a controlled press,

P

r st E : i . (Quoted by Karianne Means in
_ e Faggs w | P 3 © . Pnila, INQIRER, 12/14/73)
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RLISTERG DIUAK-IH COVER UP

Ziegler rosponse 1o MYTimes story that Nixon twico tried to provent tho rolecase to tho
court of datuiln of the broak-in at Ellsberg's puychiatrist's office: ;

»

Any roforoncu or sugrestion made by anyono tlvtt/;rusid(}nt woilld have proceeded .
" in any othor way than to provide informuation to the court is completely unfounded.

" from MTines, 5/10/73

| [ L

from statenent accompnruin{, .;TJL’I'E.M*JI"‘ BY THE I ;ﬂ-:SIDHNT, Hay 22, 1973:

It wen not until the time of my own invesitgation that I learned of the break=in
at the office of Dr, Ellgberg's poychiatrist, end I specifically authorized the furnishing
of this ulfom.at:.on to Judgo Byrmne.

l

, - from Nixon stabenent is';uod Auguzt 15, 1973: 7
On May 22 I an.d that "it KB wac rot until the time of m:f

i . own invc:t.iutlon that l .
Y . . learmed of the break|n i !
5 @ ' the office of Mr. Bllcbcrs‘a ] , £ 2

. ; chhlalrlst, and [ specifi- i ihrs o v

' an g ! eally suthorized the furnish- , Calna i o

: : ing of thls informastion to . - =y e Yy :

o - . Judge Byrne™ After a very - s iy M i, i
: RN - . careful review, I havedeters:-, . .. ¢ - - 0T LT

ARy W , = - mined that thls statement of R
! mine ls not precissly acce-.
" rate. It wsa on March I7th .
! that I first learned' of the:
. | preakin st the effice of Dr, ' . S s A e _
oo, s v , ¢ Flelding, and that was'foatrl:. | T T TN

L i e : ' d‘y'hfo“mmmmd" - A -I"-...'I'_\ ‘-.‘;,.‘;--.-' " =X
] ' 3 , " y'my own Iinvestigation o™t .t Zorge A e L
. i - R R s H Maﬂ:hzlst. I was toh‘l m 8 4 i S LY \I'; i 5 £ _} St g
- i " . J:.l‘.h.ut‘,m:t.hlmz by-way‘of eﬂ-< _ ol PRSI, P B e ey
P

b~ |
i

i —
S

g - . . : ‘ , den had been obtained in
' o o B ' eak-n. On April 18th §:
R Ry o S o B . llumedt.hattha.lummne-

& byt N ps i partment had Imterrogated .t 0. o L0 Ul
e . ¥ or was going to Interrogate - SR R T
i o : - ; - Mr. Hunt about thls bresk-
_ 2 I in, L was gravely concerned - S b PR e
P [ - that other activities of the R : o B P
 Bpecial Investigstions Uit | - . TR s g o e
wight be disclosed, bf-cause I knew this could neriously injure the national securi‘l:y. 5N
- Consequently, I'directed Mr. Peterson to stick to the Watergate investigation and stay : b T i
out of national security matters, On April 25th Attorney General Kleindienst came.to me .
and urged that the fact of ihe break-in should be disclosed to the court, despite the = . " «i’:
fact that, since no evidence had been obtuined, the law did not clearly raquire (TR PR
concurre.d, and author:.zed hin to report the break-in to Judge Byrne. iy

S e
-~

| . : o ;
! . e . S =, el w e #
' i 3

From United States, Coda, Title 18, "ectibn 3. il : o AT R g

s

Whoever, Imcwi.ng that an offense KXKXEX agaimt the Unitad utates has bcen connnitt:ed, iy

recelves, relieves, comforts, or assists IAXX¥) the offender in order to hinder or prevent \ S
his appmhcnaion, triul or ptmishment, in zm accessory aftur the fact. i * Bl g

L

.. From IIITimoa, 5/19/73: "Under Section 15, 1C, of Ttle 18, Usc, :Lt isa felonar to winfuny :
' obutruct, dolay or prevent the communication of, information relating to a violation of any -
criminal ptatuto of the United Status by any person to a eriminal invoatigutoru.oThe o) '_

maximun punishmont is'five yoara in prison, a i‘inn of 85 000, or both,""
I, %
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P—Who clse do you think has— -
D—Potential criminal Lability?

P—Yecah.

D—I think Ehrlichman does. I think that uh—
P—Why?

D—Because of this conspiracy to burglarize the Ells-

berg doctor’s office,
f—_-_That is, provided Hunt's breaks?

157¢
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___.Way, let’s don’t go beyond that.~ -

.

e Gyt et 1o Lip
) /

"’?%V ) 7~ oA
Dree A3 -

r- You sce, John is con-
cerned, as you know, about the Ehrlichman situation,
It worries him a great deal because, and this is why the
Hunt problem is so serious, because it had nothing to

- do with the campaign. It has to do with the Ellsberg
casc. I don't know what the hell the—(unintelligible)

H—But what I was going to say— ;

P—What is the answer on this? How you keep it
out. I don’t know. You can't keep it out it Hunt talks,
You see the point is irrelevant. It has gotten to this

* point— g
D—You might put it on a national security grounds
basis. 2
H—Tt absolutely was,
D—And say that this was—
H—(unintelligible) ~CIA—
D—Ah—
H—Scriously, :
P—National Sccurity. We had to get information for
national sccurity grounds.
. D—Then the question is, why didn’t the CIA do it
or why didn't the FBI do it? ¥ .
. . P—DBrecause we had to do it on a confidential basis.

H—Because we were checking them. -

P—Neither could be trusted.

H—It has basically never been proven. There was
reason to question their position.

P—With the bombing thing coming out and every-
thing coming out, the whole thing was national se-
curity, ' '

D—I think we could get by on that, -~

P—On that one I think we should simply say this -
was a- national security investigation that was con-
ducted. And on that basis, I think the same in the
drug ficld with Krogh. Krogh could say he fcels he did
not perjure himself. Ho could say it was a national
security matter. That is why—

163 -

D—That is the way Bud rests easy, because he B
".convinced that he was doing. He said there was treason | .
“about the country, and it could have threatened the
way the war was handled and (expletive deleted)— i

P—Bud should just say it was a question of national |
security, and I was not in a position to divulge it. Any- 1

’ 2 1 . . b ,by %
P—And Hunt would “get off by telling them the -

Elisberg thing. o o
D—No Hunt would go to jail for that too—he =

should understand that, _;
P—That’s a point too. I don't think I would throw .
that out. I don't think we nced to go into everything. o
(adjcctive deleted) thing Hunt has done, . |
D—No. . ; o
P—Some of the things in the national sccurity arca. |
Yes. T e

J76
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£~ Lets suppose I am called at some time. Our
position on that is that I wasn’t a prosecutor, that he
was sent out to do an investigation on Ellsberg. And
when we discovered what he was up to, we stopped
him. Now I suppose that lets Ellsberg out, because there *
are scarch and scizure things here that may be sufficieat
at least for a mistrial, if not for— -
P—Isn’t that case about finished yet? IR~
E—Oh, it will go a little while yet. :

185
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. . & . And Krogh is very frank in saying,
I' authorized this operation in Los Angeles, no two
ways about it.” He says, “If I am asked, that's what
I will say and T will resign and leave the Depart-
ment of Transportation and get out of town.” He said,
“Ic;ho,:fght at the time we were doing the right thing
and— '

P—Should he?

E—I don’t think he will have to. Number one. 1
GURT Ay Funt Wil siciv bie. 1 jee L T wruid

»* he awtional secadily tent over diis whole upera-

tion,

P—I sure would. :

E—And say there are a lot of things that went on
in the national interest where they involved taps, they
involved entry, they involved interrogation, they in-
volved a lot of things and I don’t propose to open
that up to (unintelligible) just hard line it.

P—I think that is what you have to do there, But

I wanted ta get that ane out,

2.3
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- P—Haldeman could tef] me though—he’s a—I'm
sure—Bob would te]] me—he’s a “don't give a (exple-
tive removed) kind of a guy” anyway and Ehrlichman
would tell me too. The deep six thing troubles me, Al-
though—what was that? Oh, I know what that could
be—that could be—you sec Hunt's opcrations before—
that's what that is. Hunt worked in the White House,
you know, on some national sccurity matters and

think that’s what that’s involved. Not the Watergate, AN

Y62
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: - P—That is why, John, T want to nail down what
- Decan said about other bugs on the White House and so
forth, and so on. I assume that is the Plumbers opera-
tion. '
E—No, no. What he is referring to is the FBI's bugs
' 498 '

on the journalists in the first ycar he was nominated.

P—(Unintelligible)

E—Hold on. No, no. These were almost all FBI
bugs. What [ said all National Security—

P—DBut I was wondering what your advice if I should
not tell him today that anything in that area is National
Security (unintelligible)

E~—1I think you should, and T think it should cover
not only that but Plumbing operation and anything else
of which he has knowledge that I am (unintelligible)
that with Exccutive Privilege right now. _

X c P—Exccutive Privilege—
: ) E—And I don’t want to ever hear (unintelligible) dis-
. oo . cuss those matters, i : :
o * P—Yeah. :

E——(Unintelligible)

P—I don’t know_whether he did. He might have. o

" P—One other thing, On this privilege thing—nothing
is privileged that involves wrongdoing.
D—That is correct. .

P—On your part or wrongdoing on the part of-

anybody else. I am telling you that now and I want
you when you testify, if you do, to say that the Presi-
o 512 : "
\

*

W_(é/. ’?;’%'.3 | _

499

v

dent told you that. Would you do that? Would you
agree to that? ' :

D—Yes sir. , k

P—Fine. However, let me say with regard to what
we call the clectronic stuff they heard, and what I have
now found is in the leak arca of the national security
arca. That I consider privileged. ,

D—I do too. ‘

P—And I think you should say, for example, on
that. What I mean is I think in the case of the Kraft's .
stuff what the FBI did, they were both fine. T have
checked the facts, There were some done through
private sources. Most of it was done through ,the °
Burcau after we got—Hoover didn’t want to do Kraft,
What it involved apparently, John, was this: the lcaks
from the NSC. They were in Kraft and others columns
and we were trying to plug the leaks and we had to get .
it donc and finally we turned it over to Hoover. And :
then when the hullabaloo developed we just knocked
it off altogether., But in my view, I consider that
privileged,

D—TI have no intention of raising that in any con- ¢73
versation, et
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P—\Well, John, let me say this is quite the operator,
We first talked about the work he did before this began,
I said that 1 wanted him to know that it is national se-
curity work. He said 1 consider it so. I said, “Have
you told anybody about it?” He said, “*No, I don’t
intend to. I don't intend to say a thing more than I
need to say in answering questions with regard to this

* matter, and I will not comment on anything else of

course. I will not comment on any conversation I have
had with the President.” So far as he is concerned,
that opcration will not be discussed. Of course, the

" problem I suppose is as far as others arc concerned or

were involved. But if they do John, I would play it
straight out. Damn it, of course we do this.
L3

fclff_}n.l about Dean
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HP—Oh, incidently, 1 have—therce's one other item
that T wouldnt put down. That in the course the
negotiations, in the course of trial preparations, it be-
came clear that Hunt had reccived certain documen-

.m:on from CIA. Ie also received the loan of a camera

and what have you.

P—Ycah—ycah-—ycah,

HP—We anticipated that they m:"ht——lhc defen-
dants might—try and defend by .m.u.kmﬂ the CIA.
We asked the CIA people—we were told that they
were simply responding to a routine request from
another government agency to help out Hunt who was
on a special assignment, and they—

P—This was (inaudible) the White Housc?

HP—Yes sir.

P—That was perfectly proper. He was conducting an
investigation from the national sccurity arca for the
White House at that point. i .

Ly 74
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H—Yeah. But I think at some point, like you do on
anything clsc, you gotta face up to the fact that lhc'guy
is cither a friend or a foc—or a neutral. If he's a
neutral you don’t have to worry about him; if he's a
friend you rely on him, if he's a foc you fight him,

~and this guy—it scems at this point—is a foe.

P—When T talked to him I said, “Now John, any
conversations are (unintelligible).” T said, “An_y!hmg
(unintelligible) National Security are (um‘nfclllg;blc)
you understand?” He said, “Ye¢s (unintelligible) tes-
tified to it (unintelligible).” .

H—OK. He said it and it was no problem for him
to say it. But it was no problem for him to say a lot
of things to us over the last couple of weeks too.

P—The point is, if you break if off with him, then
he could go out and say, “Screw the (unintelligible).”

H—No he can't. It's not his privilege. It's yours.

P—I know it's mine, but—

H—If he screws the privilege— :

P—Well, I think you have to charge Henry Petcrsen
or whoever is in charge here with protecting your
privilege and then that’s got to go down to Silberman
and Silberman has to be cautioned that he is not to go
into matters of exccutive privilege—he is not to go nto
matters of national security importance. Any matters
involving a conversation with the President—or na-
tional sccurity, anything like that, they can ask me.

oY |

" P—Yép. Anything on the (unintelligible) thing, the

plumbing thing was national security, the ITT thing.
No, I can’t believe it was that—you know—the Hunt
thing there. That will just have to handle the way it is.
(Unintelligible) Colson about (unintelligible) Hunt
thing?

E—I don’t know. If anybody around here did, if
anybody did it, was Dean.

H—I doubt if Dean knew about that. You see Dean
and Colson never tracked particularly well together,
I don’t think. - !

E—Whoever operates this at the Justice Department
has to be told that the inquiry must not jeopardize
your privilege. Some day they’re going to try and put
you in a crunch spot. ! i b

P—Sure.

E—And they’ll put a question to me and T'll say,
““I can’t take that question and then I'll be back to
you and it’s going to be hard.”

P—No turning it off. It’s national security—national

sccurity arca——and that is a national security problem.

E—Or, if it is something that you and I have dis-
cussed directly. :

P—(cxpletive removed) it.

E—T'll just (expletive removed) that—T'l1 just—

H—1I don’t think anybody is going to try to challenge
that, : '

P—(unintelligible) conversations with the President
(unintelligible), :
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WOPLE G CONFTIRAICE TN PRGSTIVRIY VITAL

fron Nixon ut:uthumst of April 30, 1973:
But in matters ag vonsative as gualing the integrity of our democratic procesa,
it iy osgentinl not only that rigorous legnl and cthienl stundardo bo observed, but YXKKE
also that the public, you, have totul confidence that they are both being observed and
enforcod by those in authority and particularly by the President of the Unitod States,

~

T . ) . * ® . # * %

- I want the American people, I want you to know beyond the shadow of a doubt that :
during my ternms as President, justice will be pursucd fairly, fully, and impartially, no
matter who is involved, This office is a sacred trust and ; am dotermined to be worthy
of that trusts - : : . - 3
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' I V1LL HOD DESTIWY 1 It LOXDLLCY :
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From liixon quostion-ungwer sossion in Houston on Horch 19, 19743

I anm not going to ¢lve up to any demand that I beliove would woa.ken the Presidency
of tho Unitod Statese ¥ will not participate in the destruction of the oﬁfico of the
Prcaidcnt of tho United States while I am in this office, - . | 2
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P—Right. et me say this. The main thing, Henry,
wé must not have any question, now, on this, you know
I am in charge of this thing. You are and T am. Above
everything else and T am following it every inch of the
way and I don’t want any question, that's of the fact
that T am a way ahead of the game. You know, T want
to stay one step ahead of the curve.

4oy

: d"/w}’/_ /2, %73 - 8 °

P (e D) — A¢soomast got the Ma-
gruder thing 1 got in Kleindienst and then at 4:00 p.m.
we got in Petersen. Kleindienst withdrew and assigned
Petersen. T said, “Alrieht, Henry, T don’t want to talk
with Klcindienst anymore about this case. T am just
going to talk to you. You are in charge. You follow
through and get to the bottom of this thing and I am
going to let the chips fall where they may.” We have
covered that all the way down the line. Now I had to
follow him to a certain extent on the prosecution side.
On the other hand on the PR side I sure as hell am not
going to let the Justice Department step out and say
look we dragged the White House in here. I've got to

step out and do it, John. Don’t you agree?
_ .. D—That’s right. SRR SO
5046 '

pild 18, t373- € f
£ —you understand now, you're talking only to me.
HP—Yecs, Sir.

P—and there’s not going to be anybody elsc on the

White House staff.

HP—Yecs, Sir.

P—In other words, T am acting counscl and every-
thing clse. 1 don't want it from anybody else (in- .

_audible).-

sU

P—Well then -do.n‘t_ (inaudib!{:)-—;lé‘t‘"sﬁ'j'ﬁ;i:—‘b'c:tcr

keep it with me then,
HP—AIll right,

b g
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Z—His point is that, what Rosc's point is, in the
position of stumpeding on (unintelligible) how this has
been (unintelligible) this, But this point, the President
is too closely tied in as an investigator and 100 closcly
tied in to the Grand Jury proceeding itself. In other
words, he (unintellizible) in his view of this is to have
the first (uninteiligibic) and suggests that tae President
is (uninteliigible).

P—(Unintelligible). T don't.

Z—No, not aficct. But the President is becoming as
an investigator involved in knowledge und awareness of
the Grund Jury proceedings.

P—Oh, yeah. Yeah.

Z—Which well could afiect direction of those pro-
ceedings, He has contacted Petersen. :

P—Well, ali the facts are going to show just other-
wise though when it comes out, but go zhead. = -

=7/
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P—The point en Mardian, wcl[,_lct :_1l1c SQXI'I doln‘:
think that Mardian or LaRue or ;'"A:lh'.‘ht:is or II\ agrude
or anybody want to hust the President. ,

FH—No, sir. -

E—1 feel that way. Colson? How about Colson? i

H—He—of course, I just think he will do c:v-..ry-.

i an n he President.
thine he can not to hurt t , ’

f’f—Ycuh. That has got to be true of everybody b..

H " o
cause it isn’t the man, itU's the oflice.

H—Sure. _ . o

P—But also it happens to be true. I wish I knew
about the (expletive deleted).

32

(2/%[/ 17, 17>3- G

P—1 mean, after all, it is my job and I don’t want
the Presidency tarnished, but also I am a law cn{orcc-
ment man, G

- E—Yezh.

P—Right -

. ' 430

E—Yeah, and you have to move on to more impor-
tant things =

P—Yes, that's right. OK. boy, sce you tomorrow.

E—Right, sir. -

431 ,

@Mf/ 16,1775 £

"~ P—No, T don’t want, understand when I say don’t
lie. Don't lic about me either, :

D—No, I won't sir—you—

P—I think I have done the right thing, but T want
you to—if you feel T have done the right thing, the
country is entitled to know it. Because we are talking
about the Presidency here.

5y

P—The record, Here is what T have done—here is
what I have done—here is what we think the President
ought to do and when, you sce what I mean? And then
if we have to use these things, T pray to God we don't,
you guys don’t descrve them. You don't deserve them,

D—\Vell, the important thing is not them, it is you.

P—No—well, 1 know maybe it isn't me personally,

itis this place, ;
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P—No—no—I know—No—I'm just trying—un-
derstand—I wint to know what is the right thing to do
and understand we are going to come out of this thing.
The Justice Department and the Presidency are going
to come out clean because I don't tolerate this kind of
stuff. But the point is, Dick, T also. I czan't—I. can't
let an innocent man down. That’s my point.

Rz
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P—Sit down, sit down. I'was down in Mississippi
today, We have gotten a report that, ah, that .ruully
we've pot to head them off ot the pass. Because it's so
damned—so damn dangerous to the Presidency, in 2

' 774 -

sense. There’s a reporter by the name of Hersh of the
New York Times vou produbly know.
HP—UY's the fellow that did the Vietnam storics,
~P—Right. Who told Bitman, who told O'Brien, ap-
parcnily that they have information—Hersh has infor-
mation I don’t know, You can't ever tell who is saying
“this is from Heresh™ or “this is from Bittman.” In-

formation indicating that Dean has made staiements to

the prosecuting team implicating the President. And
whether—and whether—the Post has heard similar
rumors. Now, Henry, tiis I've got to know. Now,
understand—TI have told you everything I know about
this thing. I s
: ' 7

HP—Mr. President, I tell you, I do not consider it,

; i 775 . . *

you know, I've said to Titus, “We have to draw the line.
We have no mandate to investigate the President. We
investigate Watergate.” and I don’t know where that
line draws, but we have to draw that all the time.
P—Good. Because if Dean is implicating the Presi-
dency—we are going to damned well find out about it.

HP—Yeah. My understanding of law is—my under-
standing of our responsibilities, is that if it came to that
I would have to come to you and say, “We can't do
that.” The only people who have jurisdiction to do that
is the House of Representatives, as far as I'm con-
cerned.

P—That’s right. But I want you to know, you tell

me, because as far as I'm concerned—

HP—T'll call them. Do you want me to call from here
or outside?

P—Use the Cabinet Room and you will be able to
talk freely. And who will you call,” who will you talk
to there?

HP—T'l call Silbert. If he's not there, T'll get Titus.

P—You'll say that “This is the story some New York
Times reporter has and Woodward of the Post, but
Hersh is reporting that Dean had made a statement to
the prosccutors.” Now understand that this is not a
Grand Jury thing. Now damnit, I want to know what it is.

HP—T'll call right away.

P—And I need to know.

HP—Yes, sir,

776 A
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~while. He'd love it

e

Lyl 27 e07d=d
P—So there you are. You've got.to knock that—
Cruck down. If therc’s one thing you have got to do,
you have got to maintain the Presidency out of this. 1
have got things to do for this country and I'm not
coing to have—now this is personal, T sometimes feel
fke I'd like to resign. Let Agnew be President for a

753
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- compatible with tho public interest,

Iiiacig e

from Nixon lottor of Iy 13, 1970 to Emanuck Coller, ox-chairman of louse Judiciary Commdtteo:

' .

Tho power of impeachment ia, of course, solely ontrusted by the Gonstitution to the
Hougso of Representatives. Howaovor, the executive branch is clearly obligated, both by
precedent and by the necessity of the Housoees.having all of the facts before rcaching
its decision, to supply relevant information to the logislativo branch...to the extont

. 4 L

" (cuoted in Phila, INQUIRER, 1/21/74)
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THAVACHARLY QWE  or T puoso I should be dupeached

from ilixon press confurvnr-rs of karch 6',' 1974

i .

QURSTIUN I-ir'. Pregident, your atlorneys have talwen what is seen as the narrow view
on inmp:eachient, caying that inmpeachm .nt should be limited to very serious crimes committed
in onc's officinl capacity. ily question i3, would you concider tho crires returned in
LiXEHALK tho indictmenta last weck—those of perjury, obstruction of justico a.nd
conspdracy—to te impeachable crimes if they did apply to you?

VIRSIDAND: ‘;h,ll I've alco quit beating ny wifes : - :
= Of courge the crimc of perjury is a serious crinmes, And of coursc the crinc of ob-
struction of justice is a scrious crime and would be an impeachable offense. hAnd'I
do not cxpect that the IHouse compmittee will find that the President is guilty of any
of these crimes to which you have referred,

Fron Associated Press dispatch of June 7, 1974: _ T SR Lo
)
_ cocon- Both newspapers said
WASHINGTON (AP) — The | Watergate was grounds for im- | S€ an ummﬁ“d sources ‘““h"?:’ by
disclosure that a federal grand | peachment be based on the etf. ’piM such, Nixon was ndé grand jury at first wanted to
e e el 0 | Gt W Tt | 7 3%, MR | B S e
oft an uni e i ‘
in the Watergate cover-up case | “We have the responsibility | e published _reports_ap-_ "’-“‘"’"’h""m”ut"m._"
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OBUTRUCTION OF JULTLCH

f'rom New York Times, February 28, 1974 -

. i | ‘l?ght\
.Obstruction of Justice

- o ! whg President has declded not to comply with cur : :

' K ' ! eutstanding requests for recordings for the grand jury ‘ .
' imvestigations of the Watergate break-ln and cover-up
| and cartain dairy Industry contributions, asserting that J
i to do eo would be inconsistent with the public interest :-

-

b

.

. | and the constitutional Integrity of tha office of the
) Presidency, o o » The President has refused to reconsider . E 5
| thie sarllar decision to terminate Ms cooperation with s a0
';thillnmﬁpﬂon-' : ¢ .
z Leon Jaworskl, Speclal i _
l ' Watergate Prosecutor, Feb. 14, 1974 o B Ay
I, | »hoover willfully endesvors by means of . ¢ . mis- s
S I - . ! representation [or] intimidation . . . to obstruct, delay . 3y s
: "' o prevent the communication of information relating to L TR
: ; moA " . - | m vivlation of any criminal statute of the United States
1 ' - ! by suy perwn to a criminal Investigator . . . shall be

 fined not more than $5,000, or imprisoned not more than s
- E p ' Title 18, United States Cods, -~ |-
I Sect. 1510 !
? ™A eriminal offenss on the part of the President is the . -0 3 ¥
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VIOLAMTON OF CONYT RUION

from MYTimes, June 9, 1973
) i ° ('r ? ) " . . ._ . :
1 Operative Texts Yl e e A RS
' “The President . . . shall take care that the laws be | SN R
. ; faithfully executed.” ) ] - A
] A Constitution of the United States, AT T ' )
" Art. I, Section 1. ; . i ]
P “I, Richard Nixon, do solemnly swear that I will faith- '~ g
i {ully execute the Office of President of the United States, { " ’ !
; i and will 1o the best of my ability preserve, protect and |° ks ) .
_ ] defend the Constitutivn of the United States, so help ?.- BoRT A :
S e Y ‘-]i President Nixon, Jan. 20, 1969, . i ; i 5 P S
s . me repcated Jan. 20,1973 F - .. .- . T . o
. & o ° ° b s e -
: ; ;1 “Mail coverage. Covert coverage is illegal and there 4

i are serious risks involved, . , . : s R A

: A o “Surreptitious entry. Use of this technique is clearly | T ISR e, N Ak Tg

v , SRR AN fllegal; it amounts to burglary.” e T SO L AR
s : Uk I ' Recommendations of the Interagency L~ « - - .
N g : Committee on Intelligence (ad hoc), |. . ~ - '+ '

g : A Jung 23, 190}, e SR U R EE 8
e oy | “The President has carefully studied the speclal FEPOIE }. ".. . UL gy 4
_ R o T of the Interagency Committee on Intelligence (ad hoc) | - ™ "~ ": i P
& e L ; . and made the following decisions: . , . = RN e Ay A
R 3 S w2 "Mall coverage, Restrictions on covert coverage are [, . - . IRV g e £ EE
e e o be relaxed. . . . 2 B e Bk e, ‘
R Fat g us pes “Surreptitious entry. Restrictions on the use of sur- o R A e s
. pout , ol - reptitious entry are to be removed.” g vt Baad' Thg
e g o E o f W 3 White House Decision Memorandum, | SRR L Bl egg Tl

PRI b Y July IS, 1970.
g e g I ¢ (Rescinded after protest by J, Edgar Hoover.)
LT o o MR L K 3 e .® .« 4 * :

o S R v " “l want the public to learn the truth about Watergate, |y RS 3 el
A Lk g % and those guilty of any illegal actions brought to justice.™. LS oa i t.“;-_. e a ;
i : President Nixon, May 22, 1978 |- *'; ' Tl i
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o Pe—=(eanleve FenEVeL L Volve gol to Belleve nic,
Lam water the truth, even it it herss me, But balieve

P~—Weli, there's only this one charge T give to yeu,
among many others, and et s 7 any of (ki
sliow i Believe me that even prosceu-

2
e i..\'—'—l
mean, I cun

i
ors shouldn't even have informed you of this one. Or
me—I]— -
HP—They liave desceribed it os bombast, and rheto-
tic, and—you know, po.sm;._t--
P—You exumine them tomorrow. And you tell
the e, they are my men. I'm for them toa. I want them

o do the job. I want this o come out solid and righ

here. S -
7 {065



