First let me say that nothing in your letter in any way influences my effections,
regard end respect for you. Next, there is no surprise, Next, I am certain, although I
cannot now consult her because she is working, I am confident she will feel the same
 way. And finally, enclosed if the $500 check signed over ¢o youw. I'1l explain a little
more about Dick Ballenm later and when you are here you cen resd the file if you'd like to.

My conecern, and a.gain I am certein this can be taken as ours, is for your happiness.

Ag I an sure you know, by feelings toward you have been part brotherly, part fatherly.
If to this you add the fact that despite your opening, I tell you that you do not surprise
me, then you know what your letter seems %o assume, that what you say makes no differsnce
in my feelings, It does not and it will not.

So you can understand my assumptions about Idl - and I will msil this when I go to
pick her up = let me tell you a story. She spent some years working for a pair of male
homsexuals who ezploited her unconscionabiye They were also, as humen beings, less than the
most desiresble types. Also working for them was a homogexual who I had known earlier and

come to dislike for other reasons. It was not until later than I learned he was homo=

“-sexual. (He was in radio when I knew him 5-10 years earlier,) Despite all the sclid reasons

Lil had to dislike these men, and despitelthe adverse somments she made from time to time,

she never once made any nasty cracks about their homosexualitys As & matter of fact, now
that I think back, she disliked only one, the dominant one.

At this point, an hour ago, 1 was interrupted by a long phone conversstion with one
of the authors of the “ondon Sunday Times® Watergate book who spoke to me about the visit
here by their medical correspondent a week ago. This man, Chester, has flown to the US,
Jjust got here and phoned immediately. It is the super-acid test becavse I am talicdng sbout
that which he and two other reporters missed! So, don't build any hopes, as I don't.

Still another long interrup‘hion,' conversaticn with Lesar.

What a phone day! Another with one of the student group, who is offering to help me
until her kids ere out of school for the surmer. and the lutter from Dick, «nclosing the
check, says he would phonest todaye &nd it is now but two hours before 1 lesve to pick Lil
"-up. Sp, before there can be more 6r tco many more, et me try te address two things that
should be on your mind sbout this project.

I wet Dick when he ran Parallax. his wes some time after they published The Auto-
-bhography of Halcolm X, Had nother one”there not had & friends .v relationship with Newnan,
they'd have done WW immediately. They liked it. His meeting with me was on WWII, when he

could not make & good enough offer and I cdidn't ake it. When Dell copped ouf on O in NO and.

I could do nothing else with it, he did it, but months later than planned, “his seems to
have been bucauce Simon & Schuster, which distribuoted for Parsllsx through Pocket Books,
would not touch the subject. Therearter we became good friends and I stayed with him when
I was in NIC. Then we were out of touch for a long thme. He 1s a lawyer in publishing and
was counsel for Grove. &fter having been for Dell. It is he who took I am Curious Yellow
to the Supreme Court. He lef: Parallax, : guess to make mors money {and hae) and, although
we have never discussed it, to become an entrerreneur in addition to & lawyer. The neme on
the check is new and unlmown to e, It could mean anything or nothing in business or
publishing. Howevery I tcke his check as evidence of good faith because it is based on

my word only and was written when 1 was thinldng of a crew of local students, before I
thought of youe

This is the only cash involved, There is none for me now, Nor will there be unless
the book is a cuccess. The one consideration for me is that if he goes ghead I will get a
decent mower so 1 can save my failing enegery snd scarce time, Thereafter, there will be
a yprofit division, end if I don'"t got gypped on that there are three moons. In publishing
it isc inevitable, lowever, when he agreed to thie sum for the studemts, he also agreed
that if the book succeeds thsre will be a bonus. I was not then .nd am not now able to
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be specific. It is premature. It would come from him and me because he anticlctes
baving to give a third interest to get decent distribution. (I have no further knouledge
ebout distribution except that aside from advertising and promotion i% is the key to
success.) If and when we get to that point, I will meke further inguirye

I will, howover, go furthere Assuming there is a bonus and thet you are then not
satisfied, I think I will be able tq because it would mean that I will have o shave
from which I can. his is anbther reason fdr you to keep some kind of time record, not
necessarily yrecisé %o the minute but to give you an idea of how much time you have put
intc ite Also, there should be an. initiaa. record to justify to Dick the expenditure of
his moncys

411 projects are iuit:r.alla hasy. Hasty onen, and this certainly is, are fagziere

Improvisations even more so. Howéver, you will recall my asking if you had submitted
your thesis to Fairleigh-Dickinson. This was so that you could be crediteduon this one
with no contractusl hazard, I am assuming yoh will went this (with the option of declining
it should you, for asny reason, not be satisfied with the end product, which I do not
anticipate, knoving that Dick was bitterly anti-VN im 1967) end I think you will have more
- than earned it begause 4n my present state jou will be doing part of what L otherwise

~ woulds 3 fig%, were it iot for my present shape I would have this half done now entirely

by myselfs T'zot she idea, which is based on one of an earlier pordod, immediately, spoke
.. of student help alsp imzediately, and more formally two wesks ago, Fortunately, the reapem-

~ was not ofiu.;_a.l. um;:J. Friday, uhich was aftu I spoke to you and you agreede :

The ke§ to the whole thing, as I se¢ it and as it is within the book rather then
what ie dene with ity is in the natural, gelf~satire, And as with all else that now
oot.upx.es ny m:,na pretty thewoughly, I will be thinkding of things and setting them aside.

/" Before I forgetm please thank vuu;c dnd. (What & leng non-irterruption for today!)

4 Should i" be possible and should you both want it, by all means brins Richard vhen
’:fou comes | i

/ Also, should Bick not proceed with Jthis, we will each have the right to this owrks
4his also means that you could, through i:le.

I fael it .ould be unwise to ask Dilc.k now for added money for travel and phones. If
the project succeeds, it will not be a problem. If it doss not, I will assume this as e
personal responsibility, assuming the time colies wvhen I can meet it. As of now you jnow
'that I cannot.

(BY t e vay, if R:.t.hard en:]oya ginsle end hot particularly heavy outdoor work and
would not be helping you, should he come, ¥ouyld he be welcome for some %things L nave not
been able to get to. like putting locust borders around flgowerbeds and stumps to be made
into flowerbed so I wont tear any mwwver nad/or nyself up.)

One other thing I wan® | 'bo address belore there can be ancther in%g Eﬁa.on. You are
uncertain about telling your folkse i have not hud time to think thic ‘%a S0 T repeat

my instinctive reaction when & first reaed this, hours ago. I see no necd at this juncture,
nothing to be goined by doing 44 now, and because ¥ou will scon be away from home und
because I ghare your appmhapsidn. I suggest that you consider delaying it as long es
possible, Perbaps at the legst until after you are out of law schoole In matters like

this I tend fo believe that unless there is a need or a positive gain to be expected, the

best course is to do nothinge &5 an example, in an entirely ddffersnt area, you know that

L have filed no single FOL suit ‘where I was not absolutely certain I knew what the material
I sought had to be and showe There is no need to take unnecessary chances and their reaction
is chanosye It may troublé them much, toce

Perhaps there are o'ahev' metters I ghould address, but it is now almost 3 and 1'1il have
to go for Idl soon, so if I have forgotien anything it can await further correspondence or
personal discussion. I would mefer back to one thing, no, two. Long ego I asked you about
girls, remember? So it 4s no shock. And what * really meant at the beginning is your use
of the word "love" 4n q{lmtes. If it is only of a flower, no quotes!
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