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12/18/72
Dear Harold,

I Just «ot your latast bateh of letters and T have 3

1
|

moment, ia this husy finals period, to write you a aota,

As Tor ms comins lown, I'll be ~oln~ home 12/22, and T think

it mi~ht be best if I visited vou and Lil sonstime bhetwasn then
and X 12/31, if th~t is OK with you., I don't raturn *5 schonl
until mid-January, so I do have time to eome in January if

that is mor= convenisnt...Althoush, come to think of 1it, it
probably would be better if I walted until Ja.uary to come, for
there ars some thinegs I'd1 like tn lo as soon as I et honme,
besides zetting thinxs in order, like putting the final touch=asg
on fy book so I can s2ad 1t off arala to publishsrs., How

about the firsh week in January?

The curreat businsss with Vietnam was to be exp=ctad, and
I predicted to ny fathser thls suader when,-just befors the
depub convention, Rozars ugave an intervisw Lo Kniht Wewspapsrs
and ‘sald he was surs that we'd have a psace settlemnent either
before the election or in a few weeks after the slectinn., This
clearly told me what the administration's strate=zy woull be:
make 1t seem like "ps=acs was at hand" just befors the election,
with the plea that only if Nixon was reelechted coull ths final
ftouchas tn the ssttlemant be worksd out "in a few weeks." I said
this to my father as soon as [ read the interview.

It seams this 1s exactly what hapnaned. In the announcemant
of late October, it was obvious that the U3 hal lone most of
the turalns around ~which made the a restant possible, althanch
I think North Vistnam also mave quite a bit with regard to Thi=u
and the pra-slectlon set-up. They probably wers willine to
accapt this if they could cet a suarsntee before Nilxon was re-
slectad. KRS EHE (HXHERYEH ] YEWAB Uy (RNt EHHE It was ohvicus
then, however, that the wheole thinz was a charsade as loax as
Thiesu was not willing to go alonsz, as he iasisted he was not.
How couli there be a cease-fire if ona of the parties doesn't
agrae to cease fire? It is luconceivable that Nixon could allow
all of U3 policy to hans in theX balance at the whim of one crummy
dietator who could be out of the way with a snap of his fingers--
lnconceivable if you believe that {ixon really wanted peace,
I don't think he did, or else he woulin't have let Thieu stard
ln his way. Obviously, after the elsction, the U3 Just did a
180 dexree ahout face on several substaitive issues, sufficieat
to force Hanol into chansing its position. Then Klssinuer comas
home cryling that thes other side is to blame for the impasse,
Kissinzer's news conference was a mastery of iouble-talk and
lies, and the press, from what I've seen, bought it. There was
some decent commentary on NBC by a Jashinzton Post corraspondent,
plus a stupid, unthinkins analysis by Valeriani. Anthony
Lewls ia NYT foday had a deca2nt analysis, though not complete.
Last nisht, TBC News did a long feature on the wife of a suy killed
in VN after peace was "at hand,” who said she voted for Nixon and
ur«ed ner frirends to dn the sane oaly because ghe thou-ht it
ilmperative to =st him hack iato office so the agrearsat ecould be

concluled, Thls probably swayed a lot of people_but I reallv lon't
eRfakuie {s what deciden theye?ectinn. Cergglnly, uixon hat hamn

allowed to g2t away with the dirtiest tricks. 4wWe'll have to B

discuss this.: W Must run., Best,

;gémmL



