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Jear doward,

if I did no® addross this to you, for a special reason, 1'd be making a note for the
future, as o Setier of records The mailusn forgot and took owr wl Irow the post oriices
1'd planed to respond to tiw mail in the time between takdng *“41 to tax schuol sn. pioking
her up, shortencd to about sn hour todsy by o pleasant luxury, gettin: n livin- imss “ree
for her, I did no% plan to do tids meno now, but therv ir nothii: wnpleasunt for that hour,
30 I dos +t 18 a consequence of a refreshing if tiring walk on a cold moming\zja), with no
wind and a warmdag sun, right after it crovssed thwe horizou.

“he sir was @l is clear, and it secwed to lwve that eflect on my head. Thiere was
nothing in particular I wantext to think throughe So, wy mind wander:d, and into it popped
iha: “obiie plece on Uyril the wondertul that + re « last nighte it prompted retrospection
on thy whole esse 1 do not pretend I an without questions about some snupects and partici-
pauts, but for the noat pert there is no longer roun for ejuivocatione #1ll in aell, it is
parhaps the severest indictoont of the oritical comrwndty yet, expiaining wly we have
accomplished so little, why so much #ims has bevn wasted, why there is little nevd for tho
daod of ormipresont survedl ance the nuts have conjectured fron the firat.

1 presuse this has, %o a flegres, bevn on your mind from your sending the ligpolecn
quotes «1l of us, in varylng degrees, enjoy bein, righte Core of us more than others long
to bes I sup:use I foll in this roup. 1 don't think for wron: ego reasous bul becsuse I
went oy work to bu right,

I there is one of the critical comunity wio is not far eb.ve aversie in intelligence,
I can't think of hi: or her nowe Uome like Sylvia end Hoch, are close to brili.ante Jok
is truly esxceptional but hag not beun able to spend the tioe on the work the orthers have,
There ip & much larger band, it I don f refer to all hy nare,

But not onw thousht the thing through, independently or at wmy produing. ~As you know
from your own experience, L made the eftort and took what sime others wanteo when tiey hod
had tioe for independent thouchte ~ome have since lied aocout ite &y aporehension did not
beydn after the ract, nor close to 1t, when Uraham phoned and you werv heres Tt was during
the sumeer of 1971, for + knew Yyrdil would havo the attitude he subsequently disclosed from
the character or our correspondences 1 fell short in my evaluation, for he was more
irraspondgible and more dishonest. bven rore wnthinking, i suppose 1 expected hin to engage
in a dislogus, as none woulde dy first recollcction of forcing a aiulogue was wisth tho
h"a.'L-.? “0b Jmith had besn engegea in an inquiry into the nedical evidence ifor months. fe

©odddn ¢ understund it after all tiat tice. le was duplicating what 1 hec alreaay done, and

after duplication, despite his Iy andi degrees, understood far les: than L hed printed..o
testiconinl to Smith or the benetits of uodern scientific education. liow I felt that ho
had no: selected t.is area for study in vacuuo. =% soon becamo clear that he was doing this
Tor Cyril. Wlis also tole ue more about Yyrdl, his judgement and obj.etivas, Heither Bud
nor iob had any willingness to discuss tho tidng. I took Jiu for a wlak and itgtean of
telling hin what 2 believed aske: hin questions only. be answered then gpontan. ously. the
only possible conclusion was wiat I had been asylu; to othurs, anu e reached ii~teuporarily,
Ho went along with the CUIL egomanincs. ie alons o thom shows any sisn of unhaprineas at
the end re ulte Jmith's conoexn was first zanifested \second—hand mowledge) after the
anquirer lnterview, whenhe drove to sittoburgh to ses Cyril avout it. Judging frou the
“obdle interwiew, it was « total wasto of tinw and coste

Of the otiwro, you ar. the oaly one to engage in any dizlopues Ultiretely, vou came
arouwtd to large areas of asreensnt. S5¥ivia was unresponsive, looh conniderwd the whole thing
& joie wneu he finally got around to »esponding, Uary und Jerry concidered it properly
addrosgad by thicvery ann other intellectual dishonesties of which Sylvi:. wes part st loast,
ded wms a leadar in the dirtier parts, Dick couldn't understand what L vwas drivin - at, Zd
willians disagresd and thousht it a worthwhile effort, “ary nover acimowladged (I later
iearnad she wa: having the wost serioun problens witidn her fardly), :nd othors unici.on o
sou (ke a richtdtchs sira. “ouerance, who pres-ured Morshall), did their own .ron licaced
thingse I conud er the Spraguecs mui the serkloys unworthy of rention, but of shen I necd
sny nothing:,

1he sinplest wyy %o look &t sl record aud what 1've Probeily not notow of i3 is chat

I am osagdng how bl s 2 s, how dumb ogliors Lree o0 80. Thic was so clomontal thns it is
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not ©it to connlder it took any perticulsr intelligence or insdght. Desidas, chut .ould

be pointles:, ego-tripdnge I an petiing into th: thi:gs of wideh I thiuke you stould tlinka
I a1 not sayin: that all the others are stuplde “ot one 1se It is closer to sey thai the
integlectunls can't be 4rusted because they are oily intellectunlse Hwvon tliose who desl
sith tho orasmatie, and I conagider <ylvia, Jerry and Gary, besiden Cyril,exaaples. If - had
difrerint opintons of them 1'd include Lud and Smithe loch 1o a glided sol ntist, but he
sooins lost outsidc the lsboratory approach, incounsistantc as tids iz with ids excelient
ricord in pursuing hidaen docunints (he has bee brillient in some casos and seen whev others
hava not)e Shey remind ov wore, off the top of she head, ol the ancient fiduish scholars
who were not scholars, t!oy pondered thie morc arcane in the lorah, never agrceiny o:
anytldn . except disngreenunt, and considuring what it was undnportunt to considers lowaver,
thoy and their nssociates were dapressed with thelr schoiarsiisa and the need for it, and
they cre mespected an . supporteds +n ruality, they wer: purasites. (if you heven' s read
Jholun rlodcihien you should=he 1 the Yiduish “ar< <vain, in soz. roupscts the auperior.je
have soze L4 yuu went to bowwoweasi ~ils) Yr, fairies wi¢ necdles peoples

hd  sleo ad.russes why + have been zble to do wimt collectively the others have not
becn nble to. +% is not that L am so unusually coupetont, 1t is, rather, that they are
all utterly incorpetente snd there is enpther and i think an iuportant factor, cmotions,
which includes ambitions usually cereful!y hiddens, I think you have seen cuough of this,
desplte her effort to dispuise, in vSylvia's attitude toward mee Garrison is another cacscas
Foople who et intere.ted in oot such a subject are .ither nuts or very scrious peoplos
‘‘he serious ones can too easily geot lost in the ondeuvor and lose their perspective and
blansce in ive “ere again, Sylvia is a conspicuops example, with her cuptionel involvensnts
far exceedil; what I thinkdis jealousy of me. She got gll wrap-ed up ian younger ten, fir:st
with cpstein \her rirst disclosure ol contact with hin coincides witi my detecting a change
in her atzitude tovard me and ny work)e uhe tegan by wanting ouly what 1t is good to want,
cie truthe she wowd up trydng to create "truth” and cormipting everything in her fine rdnd
tothis single wide ohe was discayed at doing nothing, oo she engaged in thw  redictably
counterprouuctie and obviously dated childishness with Beline Insteed ol loarning from it
ghe. tuisted her mind into justiiications of it, suthenticating it with a correct view of
the dishonesty of hite press, and launched into the Yyril endeavor, =11 the time refusin; to
think avout i% and its probable consequences. -t was enowh for her, and again this is an
enotional thing, that the end product would be anti=icanedye when thiv predicteble and
predicted vnd was the reality, the one thing all of her band agree upon is that it is worth-
while axl justifies whast they say they are not hupiy ithe hed was explicit etwough on this
long beforw the fact and verry could not have becn pore so after it. liost of the others,
specifically Jud, frel the seme waye *his oen, to them, plus, justifies all.

To this day, I have yet to get any ldnd of mesndingtul communication from any on: of
thome 11 Sylvis sent was that indictment o! the intellect ahic aciressed to -de Gury has
confuaaed uore than enough about intent and honesty s fell silent, Uick is an excoption,
but he was notv onv of thens

among the other things this tells mw is that it is u fiction to say.the younger
mind &2 e like the younger body, the older mind like the older, Jerry and saul are yowg,
ag X Gery is. sed reslly fulls in this groups Lut the only flexibilily was yourse lhere is
no relationsli v betweon physdeal and montal flexibility., I tidnk it is lopossible to fixd
inflexibility vore ri:gdd than that of those 1've uncwed, and in each case I amde & serious
eflort to .6t each to do some thinkinge After thio ract, no self-confrontation, no scli-
analysisy no condussions that ure so good for the mind as well as the soulds .

sy own errors, aud I ax the oldaest, lie in the opposite .(irection, iu not couceivdng
the magnitude ol thw emotional involvenenta anc the dishonesties and other evils they
would sire.

Codneditdng with ol oi thi- 1. another cuntral fact: not onu of tiese peopl: was 3itill
going ordinal worke Ihe COWlus are wiworthy of serious wcuntion, ir they were "working"e
hot one except loech had coums up with & sdngdle thdny of value frow thal ciorsdty in the
Arelives, (I think you usderstand I'm not lumping you with Jiil,) Tiis gal.ed sl o sun I
thing the simdlicant thing 1: that 4¢ is a neasure of them snd of them to t.cnoelves,
ad L foddy wo are talddn; about birght incompetuntos dere i include ~ylviae 4ou siould
have hearmi hor rave about that grossly ignorant and realiy ewful t:dng by lormuuls -t wan
enoushx for her that Formuw acceptped Tink as god, Tink being young enouch for Sylvia's
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esotional nesds. (Bud was also ignorant, .o meed that shit in his Lrdef iu H.lleck's
court without showkie it to ne, which was disasterous, ani raileu o Lu a totul dis.uter
only becaus: o Tue sork & did that Cyrid useds) How n riug lixe wylvia's coul. accept
auch awiul stufl a8 Jorcan's you siould ask yourselfs .

cuybe 1Vl woong, wut - think io each cuse where & givater evil ius uot iuvolved \aud
ii I have no proul of any, 1 an aware of . posdibilitivs), hidien guilt fe.liugs figureds
Jheso were cooplicated by the sin you should recogize as a sin awon, the uright intel-
lectuila, sthes f being righte It is a terrible sin if you are right and they have te faco
1%, Arong the obvious examples beiwe-n ~ylvia and me ar: salandria, ihornley, Unorpaon,
upwtein, Arnond, rred urahan-yes-Sauvage end i'm sure otherss the rore 1 vwas right th
lower th opinion she had of re, deopite wias she rays. Garcdoon, stransely, is an
exact parallel. in a more juvenile way this is clear with verry. Is there point in uentione
ing tied ani the basdis of our sepsration, his luat for rennedy’ blood at the lesst end as
was obvious? I was harsh w.th Hoeh on 41V rez and pumpkins and the strange Olson, and
Yo was wronge \How iuconsistent €ii. ia tith his fine inteliigence, that b would go Yor
auch stuff ana partdcipate i ite) liston qual:ifies as iansane, so thes Lo no ned 5o
Zention.

2o, aguin it is nos . case of brightnesa but of bdlindnosg. It required bo genius to
se. the uwrongs dows thon, cun such bright people nof ses the oloarly Wron, Wi lLow
can they nover learn froc any experience? ihe wzost stupdd necd but & single hot iron,
but the bright ratlonalige.

To swz arize, for 1 must stap now, the history of the critical coi-unity is onuc ol
personal selfishness, not cuuse selfishnuesy of stupldity by the bright, mx ol inpbility
to think clearly whem all bad the capacity; of pettiness j of uncontrol d emotions and
of emotional immeturity. dbm flus, in @ coujle of cages, emotionsl il ness.

Or, as i sadiv to Legdn with, of sclf-condemnations

Heve 1 want for Lid, hours mios. dinece then, of tli cany omis:dlons tiere protably
are in .o furejuliy, one sewng cousplouous: you can't roas.a with tgose who won't resoons
When ghese pooplo are of suprrior intelligone., the foiled effort becuouss o specisl
kind of frustration. People who won t cow:wdcate cen't bo cot:unicate: withe if these
wa e to armange inpurtial conperdsofll besweon thedr behavior an! tiwmt of ofi'icialdom, L
thinke they'd not welcoue $he conclusion I gonsider vbvkoust their uporoachws wery
icontical wil ecach had a pre-detoadied coliclusions
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