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Dear Dick,

I was glad to get coples of your 7/27 to Herold and 7/28 to Wecht. I was
a little concerned that I had not heard from you ¥#éN about the recent flap, and
I found these two letters ganerally very reassuring.

I was especially glad to read your letter to Hareld, for several reasons.
For ons, it was a rellef to see that you do not find my judgement in the
recent ratter irrational. I have not felt my position to be irrational, hut
I feared you might if you were strongly of the opinlon that Wecht was entirely
Justified in seeing the plctures and i{-rays as he 1s about to, and in the
prarticular manner he has conducted himself. I also respect what you say about
Gary's and Jerry's actions, and I make two comsents on this:

1) I agree with almost everything you wrote about CGary, Jerry and Harold.
I do not belleve it would be in Harold's interest now to contlnve a relationship
with either. Certainly, he should not make them rrivy to his work, for they
have destroyed any besls of trust. I'm not so sure about a continuing friendship,
but I think that would be difficult, if only because Harold has been so hurt
Personnally and Lil does not want either as a guest at the house again., I
can wilerstand 7il's position, and she feels very strongly about such matters,
Also, I think I should point out, with respect to your reason for saying that
in the event he was askad beforshend Harold X% would have been right to
refuse permission to distribute the death certificate, you have teken an
easentially pragmatic position, l.e,, what Jerry and Gexry wented to do was
unnecessary. I agree, but I go further in thinking that there is an ethical
questlon because this was the product of Harold's work. Havold has nade
his discovaries avallable to every responsible critic, and he did tell Wecht
about the death certificsts long beofre Jorry and Gary decided to rlay God.
But I think HMarold does have a lzzitimate claim to this as his literary
Property. That can be debeted, I lkrnow. 5till, you spotted what hits me as
the emzential iosue: This was done deliberately behind Harold's back,

2) You showed grest insight in your analysis of Gary and Jeryy's actions
as “consclous deception for the purpose of covering guilt,” Jerry admits '
this now, in his own way. Ho tells me I am arrogant because I wrote him an
angry letter (I was angry, and T meant everything I said), Of couvrse, he
Sees no arrogance in what he has done, and writes to me that he'd do the
Same thing over amain, the only difference being "that I probably would have
told Mzrold what I was doing and accopted the consequences rather than hope
he wouldn't f£ind out.”

With respect to Wecht, from your description, he sent us the same letter
soliciting help., In my response to hin, T told him I intended to be frank,
I let him know I had no enthusiam over what he was about to de, and that his
behavicr co far has appesred quite careless to me, e.g., not consulting wilth
anyone who could advise him, esp. Harold, I let him know I folt there was
a great danger in doing what he did, that is, moking application under the
contract, which is 11legal, end I sald I felt the gov't was usineg hiw to
Serve thelr own evil ends, otharwise they would not have let XiéM¥ him in,
I also told him, as you did, that I felt there was no need for anyons to
brief hin--we both gave the sane Taason, I refused to atterd the “meeting”
becau=e, I said, T did not think that a good way to “"dipest™ what ke sees
and, furthermore, I would not discuss the medical evidence in front of the
people who will probably be there, e.g., the CTIA bunch and meybe even Lifton.
I told hin I would speak to him after ths examinatior, inprivave, I added
that he shoudd net waste his time lookirg at “other iteme” as he said hs intended,
but rather devote all his time to the cortract materials,



You had the right idea hut definAtely the wrong appreach in your advice
to Wech: that he "insist" on seeing all the films, not Jjust what the panel and
Iatitincr were shown. I mentioned this elliptically to Wecht, and in so doing
I pointed cut what is at fault with your suggestion and with his whole approach:
Becsuse he has been granted permlssion under the temms of the contract, the
Archives is obliged to show him only what is listed in the appendix of the
contrect. That is all that he has been granted access for, and it is not
completa, He 1a powerless to “insiset" on seelng evervthing now, and if the
Archilves bas the rest of the films, which I deubt, they do not have to show
thew to him. This is only one of the rsascns he should not have applied wndex
the contracts The most obvicus reason to me is that in doing this, he has honored
an i1lleral contract and nay have seriously hurt any chances for proper court
action agsinst the weal suprression of this material, Furthemmore, there
was ne need to draw up that contract for these matexials could have been

thheld under the exemptions in the exisiing laws at the time, or Ly

oxecutive order., The contract, however, transferred all the blame to the
Kennedjss and they had nmo part in it, even if they 21d abdlcate what we
may view os thelr woral respomsibility. If you do not belleve me, then lock
at how the New York Times played the stoxy when the contract was leaked tc
them-="{ennedys Suprress JFX Autopsy Data,"” in effoct. I foar that what
Wecht 18 doing serves the interests of the government for it will help take
tie Llame off evarvone who 1s guillty and pin it on the Xonnedys, who really
did nothing and certainly did not suppress this matarial from the WC. This
is the position T hold, but it is reaily the wori and thinking of Harold.
I have not really ziven you the detail I could in person, but this should
glve you o gomeral idea, Fareld had a great plan which would have avoidsd
the mess we anticinate, he asked Cyril for help, and Cyril didn't even respond.
And wheve Tareld wag trying to test the coatract in court or bulld the foundation
for tecting 1%, Cyri) first promised amd then rofused te help.

So, to got down to the nitty-gritty, my real fear--and Harold's too--is that
what Wecht 16 really intevested in, if only subeonsclously, is making headlines,
not uaking & responsible, productive examination. Hven werse, he may be trylng
to duplicate some of Harold's weork, which he does not understand, What elss
an I to think? Wecht makes the applicaticn without seeking the coumcel of
anyone except possibly Sylvia, whe lives in the past on this and who is no
devil's advoeate with himj he rofuses any kind of asslstonce to Harold, which
has to be regarded with suspicion no matter how he feels about Harold (and most
of this cane beforo he called Harold a pan-handler); he does net call me after
Sylvie asked him 4oy instesd he consulis with Bob Smith, who knows so 1little
that he's st1ll trying to find out what an explosive bullet is, and Iifton.

There is another corsideration to aid. Harold read my letter to Cyril and
gald there vas a way in which I covld have been helpful if Cyril has cerious
purpose in mind and not publicity seeklig, Thevo axe certaln things he should
do Jjust in oxamining the contract materials which would be very helpful and
constructive, i will need pleanty of time to do this, and as he has it playmed
now, considering that there are over 250 items listed in the contract alone,
not to mention the “other itema" he wants te see, he has,#il out of & good
working day, about 2 minutes IHXMKIEN to exanine each item. Nosdless to say,
he better not plan on crapping around with this "other items™ jazz and get down
to tie roall stuff. T decided that vefore I wrote Cyril with this new
advige, which would he a cumbersome job, I'd call him and talk to hik, to see
just what he plans to do. I called londay, 7/31. He was out of town, s0 I
left a message to call me. It is now 9/3, Thursday evening and no call, I
know he is busy with a special autopsy he just did in Philz,, but he plans
to go in in less than a week, so why 1s he walting to return my call?

These things have to meke me wonder. lHe has given hincelf rot enough time
to moke a decent examination of just the autopsy films and the clothes, yet he



plans to ldokK at “other items" as well., He finds time to talk to every schmoe
who has done enough work on the case to eree¢t & paper-mache tree on the
grassy knell, btut he can't Tind time to talk o me--and I happen to bz one

of a minority of two who do not embrace him as the hero who iz golng to

treak this wide open,

I apireciate your recoumending ame to Cyril as the only person who can
assist him. T am sorry you did net include Harold. Harold has never
refused %o help Cyril on this, he has perxely said he would walt until the time
came, and now that the time ls here, he has not been askad. I Imow ycu
have fears about Harold “dominating,” and other factors relating to Hareld's
perseonality, but I aa moi In complie spreement. I do belleve Horold ecould
ve of zennine help, and certainly his compotence cannot be questloned. He
will not be able to help, ard I don't think I would oither, if Wecht is
dominated by Bob Smlth ox DTud, and the llkes,

TE Veckt is prepared to llsten to me, it is poseible ha may do scmething
worthwhile and of value to us. If not, and I Teexr he really dis not, the
overall results aight be Just as bad. You see, I think there is another
denger in Cyril facing the press. If my analysis of why he has buddenly
been given access is covrect, then surely the gov't will have some membex
of the press prepared, and I hate to think what will hapren at the fateful
press conference when Cyndl is asked, "Are you the same Dr. Wecht who said
on the long John Nebel show thai JFK, FFK and MIX were killed ULy the CIAZY
Nobody can unda tha pasi.

I an sorry that we can't get togsther this sumucr, for I was looidng for-
ward to seeing you and talking,. I hope you are wsll,

lest,
ec, Harcld

F.5, In case you missed my last note, I'd appreciate it if you could return
the £ila I loaned yon on the "Welsberg Threat," that mysterious message.
I would 1ika to fefer to 1t now. Thanks,
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