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7/5/72
Jear lowari,

beeauge of the ldnd of day this has been, I've beun catching up on odds aud snds.
Yhiy includes liubtundng to the tapes on VI I referred to in a shorter note. Althoush I
was interrupted and my mind sometiies tended to wander onto thoughts today closer to e,

I got envush out of theim to be confident that at th: least you'll want to hear thom,
Schurian is an authentic expert who is lucid and I think dependable. When he gets into
policy discus don and “ixonian analysis and VH({ and lLI) ayalysis of dixonian intent,

he is excellunte While listening to this, L Jondered if you have read hao, L have not
read Giap, but. I would isagine that his concepts arc reformulations of laoes In order %o
really wderstwd how the war is being conducted by that side and to understand modern
polities anu policies, L think kao is espential. I don't lmo . where umy copy oi the one

and + understand the bacic work novw is. I am pretly surc it was a translation by an
Englighvoman, Jnn Frecmmtle. SBverything you et on this is the interpretation the jovern-—
ment wants. The cprrespondents cover US wars the US way woth US saurces of cxpert info.
They uay gox to a battleficld and say what the US doesn't want said, bu t that dous nean
thgyare qualified to explain the intentions of the other side. I rather imagine if one

of theso types were to get on camera and say "sccording to Chairman lao" or "in the
derinitive stragetic concepts of Ueneral Giap" he'd be drawin,; unemployment compensation
pretty faste. So, to understand what has Yo be understood and requires more than logic,

gou should _vt, if you huven't alruady, a grasp of the doctrine and nethods of the other
side¢ for the Pentagon arc not about to tell you. If you have time for summer reading and
can't do woth, I am handicapp.d by not having read “iap. How.ver, I think the basis is
liao. He Bught the Ruasian Comumwdst theory uhich, as I also see it, was utterly irrelevant
in China on the sost clemental basis: ther: was no proletarit. So, how could enything base
itself on the non-ewigtont? The agricultural workers were the Chinese equivalent.

One of the shings to which my mind wendered is your 6/29 to Jerry. + presw.e that
although you wrote it in anger, it says what you meent to sey and that vou were auire
of hat it could mcan. #n case you did not [dve the second part full thousht, I'd lite
to sug et that this (il. make a bigger difference in yout future relationship with Sylvia
than you may imagine, on several countss First, ther: is the possibility that when she
is up to it, Jerry will tell her. fou tay have heard much, you mey kmou the vindictivensss
of which she is capable, but that cracl about the Texas Ubserver will reslly turn rancid

inside her unless she puts her head together on the whole thing. That will not bo easy
for her or for anyon: elsu with hoer personality and historye And if Jerry's reaction is
rescntuent instead os self-analysis, he may do what he knows will be provoeative. It is
souwetimes in the wind of the ons to whom it is done a sort of erime to lay him out. The
precige and accurate, the greater the reaction of self-defensc and resentment, Zenerally
spealdnge There is nothing wnusual about this and it is not a soecial reflection on Jerry.
He is a human being, as we all are, and this is a natural mechanism, So, bo prepared.

Jin's source on Sylvia's illneass that is not directly from Jerry must be via Vecht.

I will not take time tomorrow o go into this with him. There ar. other things we should
spend the time one He won't finish in a day anyway. It will require a special efiort for
him to be here 10:15-10:30, as he sald he'd try. e vworks late and sleeps late,

You wil. have to do your own deeiding on whut is good for you. liy own view is that
you can dearn all there is needed from one such experience. * had hoped you'd learn more
from Sylvia, and I don't nean fact about the assassination. I doubt you now will. Without
that, I thinlk you'll have nothing to gain in the future. Too bad. Yhis is the timo your
mind is more open and more Flexible, and she is everything good L have said about her.

So, anticipating that the future relationships will be different, don't let the bitterness

of this ness gall you. after it is all over you will have also learned sowe political thinking,
and there is no society in which this is not mmt fundimental in your chosen field. You will,
I am confident, deeide as I have, thet while we may come out of this withoutkthe new troubles
and tragedies I consider likely, even if we do you will realize that was from the stupidities
and uninaginativeness of the eneny and that tho risk was not vorth whatover .ain there nay bee
This is the .ay th odds are, anyway. Time can isclosc only what hapoens and its conse-
quences, not its potontinle. That you will have to decide for yourself,

41l in all, this disogreeable tlings has to be a + for you at your age. The only horm
possible is to your bouke I don't think Sylvia would lean on Tink on this and I don't think
if she does helll say the opposits of what he has. The influnce on it can be in what happens.
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If ag you say you intend you remove thw medical stuff’, the possibility of adverse
influence is reduced., snd a plain, old=fachioned stink might well help, distasteiul as
that wil be, in fact nad as a means ol promoting interest in your booke Iff Cyril and
lichols gre hundled roushly by the press, it may have a bad reaction, for a vhile,
anyvay. Sut I think your work will not be adversely influcnced by anything that hapiunse

I hppe, nou that you hawve vetkgd your feelings, you arc more at caue. Therc is no
need for you to be troubled by your decisio:n. There are no absolutes is such natters,
FProm your point of view, your position is sound, That is all thut counts. I think, however,
that becausc you dared assert indepondence and conditions required by your own honor and
congcience, you uay find that you are less "essential" thut you had bLeen considered and
that only desparation will lead to their acceptance, If this is the case, you 1l have the
eaten cale, the satisfaction of having decided what you tldnk is right without the liability
of later poanible regretse

You had your eatharsis, L hope. Good!

I did get voue cleaning up done today. How, instead of going what for a change I
should, reading so you won't have to sweat out wuy typoe, I'1l read until bedtime and
try and nake that a bit car}ier than usuale.

There is another area of thousht I propose, basedon these rucent experi-mces:
hbout the Comniscion members and their staff. Can you not make better and perhaps nore
understanding if' not more foregiving judgements? Is ik there all that difference in
Belin and Ball from those you would regard as decent people that you found two-three
months ago? Me thosu things they did you couldn't understand a bit nmore comprehensible?
Hot forgiving, or forgetting or justifying. But can you now understand a bit morc how
they could come to o those things they did? Yo a degree you didn't se. belore maybe?

Biegt,



