T/3/72
Deay Jici,

loward is in a very bad situstion and I fear the prospures upon him and tholr consequences.

He 49 badly tom and & mumber, pre-eminently Sylvia, ame really leauing on lille There is

a line and net always clear line I will not oross because it involves preserving his conii-
dences I vogret he has stipulated it, Tor I would likc to =11 you more, The enclosed
letter to W&BEX Teddy Kemiedy bears on the sltuation. What is also involved is the cuuse of
1y breaidng relations with Gary end Jerry, buth hurting is mueh, Gory in particulare Jerry
alone has responded and his "explanation® nal:eshdim look vorse, the deliberuteness o the
crookedness explicit as it involves everyone mebroiled in the miserableness, and to this
limited degree is helpful to loward, who had not yet received the letter when he last

:rote ne. Jerry, not I, sent hinm the copy. Howard will not need the copy of my reply to
underntand more fully and well enoughs ‘his, however, will add to tho complications of

his unenvisble position.

“e alone is the one to enggged in the dielogue I solicited long ago, in anticipation
of what now imp.nds. Ue agreed with iy position and anaelysis, but felt he had to consider
other mmmmikk responsibilitics he had to assuuse He informed me of this after the fact and
4 have not argued with hime UL coursc, it was not poacible to address any of this or his
situation without, in effect, arguing coms, but he correctly understands I was not and
understands I em sincere in saying that he wmust do what he considers right, that if =k
he does do what at any time secms right he has the only protection his conscience and
integrity can haves iy own bulief is that not I but those wlio have nad. theanelves iy
encmies (please consider that tids uay not be a personalization coming from piguc or
elp, and I am certain that ia time hovard will coniirm the formul on to you) will force
hin to change his position, if they have not elready donc it without cois unicating it to
me. 1 haven't heard from him in several dayse. Couldn't have with the weckend holiiaye

o matter what happens, not matter what his finel decision and position, he ic already
in a bed way snd there is no resson Lot to unticipate that Lufore this reaches its end he
will bo more distressed, L have spent much time trying to be of help on tlds, trying to help
hinm think, to wunderstand that he has no real influcnee on the events oy their ultimate
potential, that nonc of us really can do worc than indlucnce the gegrec of harm possible,
and thét the one conasideration he should not have in mind is that of guilt., There are
scveral wayoc this is possible, Une iu that he lknows the damage to us on. our work and its
preat coste “ure his feuling for us is involveds (I have asiured dm thet as leng as ke
does what he tidnks i. right, wnd we arv sure h. will, whatever he does will not inilucuce
our warn feeling for him.) inother is bocause he has been cilent with us when le vas awore
of uliat was beduy done sgaiust use L have told him I lmew sbouy it, any tiwt is the truth,
except Tor Gory and Jerry, Probably most iuportent is the thing itselfs liow brilliant and
&ifted as Howard 1s, he hus had only a lirdted experiunce with the seawier sides of lifa,

+ hawve sug ested tliat whwr . he is troubled he should cownscl with his rather who, ulile
Imowing litsle of the fact, has had louger expericnce with poople. 1 have oug ested thot if
this does not satisly liu, to counsel with yous “hus the purposc of tldu letter is to grupare
you, to the degre: possible without prejudicing you. What detalls you may nced, ho can glves

Today's Post does not glve the nemes of atly but tho two Yexans ipvolved in the uuwnditions
grreszts of yuster.ay,vnlesu there are excuptional uto*ies there, doa t scnd coples, but do
let me Jmow if the Cubans are identified in case I don t get the nauesS from other sourcess I
can't nou tell you all, but there is & prima facic posuibility that lunt or the Wutergate
Caper, who 1 believe to be Yrank umuieri could have been one who interfored with the early
coiwercinl posoibilities of WIITEWAUH. *t figurcs, too,in you recall what it seid of LilU...
wothing: new frowm li.Ue I hud expected things L have not gotien. .othing good new herc, Will
you be couwing down this swaner? I want you to sec bass swinming parallel with people and
on tl: surface and stoppin; at a certuin point obefore peoplu get there. And I have one
enomiows catfish left if you'd like lin and nobody has gotten him by the time you'd concs
bdet be o channel cate I utill have the new Gancmaster 59 if you decide you'd lilke it,
peyment to be whon poskible. and ,.lthough it would have to be entircly in condilacnce, you
know nothing of what I regard as a sensational trip Thanksgiving time (except for what you
have seen in the Lpilogue to Fi). Best,
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