e i S

N 6/30/72
Daar HD‘H’SNI

“i1 wnd I have DU meddcal eppolntmonts wb 2. It was after 11 when I got the nail.

I fouhd in it Jerry's lotber, which Jim had told we to expect and I hud a hunch, lnouing
him tha t he would wite more or less as he las. I_vead and replied do it Luediatoly.

I have aldaomed your letters of the 27th and 29th, il has roud all threo. But it is now
alnost 12330 and we have to leave Llu less thua a T hour, and in thet tine we have to
eat and dreses, I write this generslity oply in the event I got to see Dud in W, as we
are tentatively schoduled to do, and don ¢ have time in the a.e. to add to it hol'ore 1
fgdd ite Were I o mail it now it wouldn*t reach you tomorrow amyway, and I'm sorrTy

I can't afford to phone,

Some of your criticisms are legitimate. Some are out of context. Some of your
argunents are valide I hove no really gerious corplaint about your 27, I an concernch
about what has hap cnod to Sylvia. [ think you now realize I have boon hinting at this
for soue tiwe, She has and hes had deep emotional problens and she is now confronted with
what 1 tldnk hee mind will not let her facg, what 1z a-typleal for her, her long=time
dishonesty and her rationslizations. I don t know how you or I can help hor. I7 I could
I would, Even now,. ‘ "

About yourslefs I':Lratb none of thds is your fuuld, so don t feel overbuwlened or
in any sense responeible.  on't work yourself into any lind of”state, +% is outalde your
confrol anl alvays wase Thé only wuesticn you ever faced was whoter o not you'd he
pert of 1t and neither way would you have had any aignificant eftect on whatever would
or would net result. The oaly concern 4 had was your subsequent self-regard. That is now
gdademlc, Bven il Weoht decides not to go in, Morshell will have another, so don't worry.
You could exert no major influence,
- Howevar, theiw is a chance you can worry acbout this and perhaps about vs more than you
siould, You are sxceplionally mature for your years, but you have no morz life expericnce
than yoiwr actualy years. Therefore, I striigly encourage you to counsel with your father,
as you sesm to have in at least ome instance, for he has the experionce with people if
lis knows litile about the subject,

Host of all, don't fret gnd don't lot this get to you.

Spilt wilk ir' for cats. You don't meousw,

= Really sincerely,

Later. Ve are bacik before supper because Dud got ted up. I'LL be interrupbed if not
earlier thea for suppexr, o I begln with a fow genorelitiss that oecurred to me wiile
driving. I Lope tha t whether or nol you consider them rolavent, you will coumider then,

First, 1 wunt you to uake a tumperary detachmont from the imeediate problen. It eon and
will gwow oa you, it wili bucome a problem when it need not, and you will lose parspeciive.
liore, you'll got huagup, and you should mot, nok in any woy or any lezititinntc reacon.

As a giarter rvad the Jook of Bccloaiastes, What most poople never cone to mdersiend
aboub me is thet I an wore then the product of some many generations over tho aues, I an
largely true to that cultural background. I have a very strong genge of whal is right, and
wrong, While I haven't rvad tis Old Testament in years, 1ivs JFK, this is my favordite books
I want you %o road thi. for the yhilosophy, not the religion, Afterward, if you do not dope
out som: of the figures of wpeech (Keeprs of the house), 1’11l do it for you. And peying
atteution to soxetling else as this juncture should give you s rospite I think your rdind
nocdse fut I beliove thinlcing ebeut tids philososiy at this time cen be constructive, IT
you are not anilier with that ook, you hava a joy ahead, a resl delight in its beauty.
Thon, for a change of pacoe and ancther perspective, go to tne book of Joshua and, at the
very loait, read chaptsr 2. Thero you will find that whon Dan'l £if the Battle of Jericho
“ha walls did a0t tuwble down all by theuselves, lor did thoy because of the cirewferaatinl
marching and trumpet (ran's hom) blowing. A whore helped much. She is good guys. Undsre
stand this in its full import.



You mention my writing. And I em very much involwved in this, Se, perhaps 1t would be
& good lead if you vore to roread the Bpllogue to WWIL. If you father hasn't and he has timo,
maybe he'd enjoy its It will tell you someihing about me amd uy bolicfs, about my philow
sophy, 4nd you may find that there is, as Beclestiastes, litile now wder the sun, In this
area, of courses If you want to earry this further, u slort thing that can Iliem such of
this and tell you nore about me would be 4o now roresd the foreword to FW. among: other
things you will learn morc about me and Garrison, for suddenly it will bocouc clesr to
you vhet L put up with and why, I think; and vhere he got the fivat pars of Heritagoes

Aftor this or as much as you uay do, in this order, il you still fesl too hegvily
burden, Torget about everytidng for s while. Go out someplace whers your mind won 1 be
freo to dwell on it, try and fine sorerthing worth spending the time on in the tube, or
read something: you've becn intending to for a while and Just howven't,

It 1o duporbtant that you not be overvhelmed by the situwatiom, your coiseicnce, me,
anyon: else, or any ldnd of worry. What I wroie earlicr of your role and your capability
is true. You cannot exert any major influwmee on theso uvunts, you have cone nothing
wrong of . hich I know, if you did, you did not intend wrong, so there is on this score
no need for qualmg, mand you have donz nothing to Imrt anyono or the situstion,

One of the renlitios of life, never pleasent even when realized, is that there ave
some futilities with vhich one jist camot deals It is cusential to one's stability to
be able to both rvcognize and accept this. We cammot enticipate what can or will happen,
ve can only estimate, “hus I nover sadd that what I feared was & certainty, At the: begine
ning, I actuelly wondered if the feds would 1 bo sophisticated enough to sec it. Iy
alnplitied thinking as of that time was that there belng no chance for any really coustrletive
good to coue from this, it vao stupddity to tun th: risk. That alnple. You are in just this
sltuation, There is a futility. There really is nothing you ean do excupt worry yoursclf
into a state for nothing, abaslutely notling, And on the other hand, if and chon there is
a major devalomment, if you don'$ precerve your balonce amnd perspective, you may bo ine
capicated at a time when it might be betier if you were 1000,

So, tell yourself whet is trust this is the way it is, you huve done wiat to this
Point you can, this is the way that for the tine being it has 4o bey cut wmtil somobinng
doen or does 1ot happen, you 1L coneern you:s;alf with what can mele constructive usc of
i your time. I sugiest fum. I am not saying don't be aware, for I mean the opuo:dice I am
not saying don't make a recoml, for it is inportent that you do. I an saying that you a)
ought not be got ing torn up and b) ought not et this junchurs be talding any initiatives
a‘,‘,‘\% or asswiing angt responsibilities not really yours. If you doubt ta: wigodn, tall it over

} with your dads These ave gmeralities and they do not require ol him spoelfic lmoulodge

@j lmdoeanot!mvaoryoucmmoteaailyfﬁmm.

L4l has put supper in the oven and gone inte tho pool Tor a <ipe I will juin hor, fop
'& her and for the litile relaxation it will give we, First * mst confess two misjudgencnbs,
i one of reaction, tho other of timing. Y2 course, I dida % expect Gary and Jerry to do as
thoy have, least of all without talidng to ue and most 8f all with what they lmow of the

‘ ed deals I dldu't begin o thinic you would be zangel up on as you have boen, IJeaa:-l:uap.-:v,
Enavin.g the othors as I think I do end understandinging their lusts and ambitions as I
thinikc I have como to, I should have seen that this was inevitalble. liot for your imoulodge
but for your involvement, your cosmplicdty, your sharing of gudlt if somotling wens VIO,
in their minds. I underestivated the extent to which they, I am reascnably coriuisn in all
but on: case without awareness, became ths ereatures of their degires, of widch I an alse
cortaln, thore was sunconscious awarsness where i+ was not conuciouss I owe you an
apology, for with uy éxoerience, I should have anticipated this and becn more of a bulfey
ingtead of really contributing o it by seclin: to prepare you to face yourself, I did
expect a crisis in Sylvia, but I did not expect it at this point, I expactod it if the
evil I consider likely comes to pass. I when I reguge I do not go into her not opening
the lotter, think oi i% yourself or rumind me, o, I 1l open it nowe Why should sho go to
ploces on secing an envelope Tron we? How dic ghe imou, for examnpls, “that I wasn®t sening
her a copy of sone goodle? She had done all she could to see that L kad no avarengss of
what wen going on, as had all the othurs, Yary, Jerry and Cyril for sure. Jerry wag oven
hore after tlis dastardly thing (note I did not rewind hn of his in s lether enclosed) .
I am sugiesting, susgesting strongly, that her consciones, which hed been ghavang away,
got to her. Sylvie is not a dishonest persons She 1s enptionsl and cen't control her emotiona,
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They control hor mind with respect to me (from before Garrison) and Carrison, I am
gorbain, and wiih respect to the tragedy of delay in printing her book I am pretiy certain,
Iia may, in feet, be a kind of clue, You will find, for example, iu my correspondunce
$i12 an incrediblelettor fron her gaying anything worhtwhile can today be piinted without
problema ond thet she had no problem getting her book printed. Both are, were and to her
lnowledge woere lios.

e short dip inthe pool felt goods In o fow rdnutes I'm tuldng the advice I gave
vou and I'm looldng at the "news". Two things occwrved to me while in the pool, and Loth
may figure in thisy, eup. if SH read the letter as I think you ruport she suys she didn't,
Have you any idea what, collisctively, we could have produced if' there could have heen
ungelfishnes:, il instoad of having Lo sguander so much time on so many self-seckers and
fame seckers snd frivollties, which is what, in retrospect, Yerry awounts to, I could
have devotod uiyoelf only to research aud writing, with the Hnd ol help many others could
have provided, at no pain to thom?

Knowing Sylvia’s towering intellect, and you kmow thiz statemont is not a rhetordcal
deviee, can she Lave been more anti~intellectual than in not exploring tle possibilities
of countor-productivity in tlilo mess? It can t be because of her pretence that she can &
angage in o ddllsogus with me, If she could try it with Belin, is there anything impossible? .

Or, if all the chicliens cows home to roost at one time, how much can & aingle roost hold?

Later, I've got 10-15 mlnute., so let me begin with your 6/27. In zdditijn to what I¥ve
paid there are sou: areas where there may be dispute where both could be right, there
bein; ureas of logitimate disagrecment where opinion is the issue. Before locldng at ity
and I won't adlress all &f it, and I don't thiuk you intonded for mo to, lut nu come
to the gquestion of writing. lere meny fac ors are involved, includes questlonsn of taste.
You, for example, like you hodir long, I doubt you kmow anyono with any halr who vears his
shorter than I, If you think I am unawars of legdtiwate eritlieism of wy witdn,, when you
are here again go throush my corrcapondence with the editor of Steppenvolf, o poctry
quarterly, sec uy solfveriticiem and eveluate hig r.sponge, the sunmary-
paraphrase of wiich ip he'd never secn as couplete end hoiwst a self-criticism. You have to
cousider mor: things than you do, than you seenn to Le aware of. Sure therc are legdtimote
eriticisms of 2y writing. The rost can avalt a lesiurely, philoso ddcal uwiscussion. And by
the way, when you look iuto this, you rdght olso road my correspondenes with a Tulane 1it
prof (also @& £ink) nencd John Joerg (r:i.{ght) and his subsequent review of my work.

At tlds point there i1s no hing to be gained by discussdn ; the over—simplification
roprosented as Sylvia's atititude on Garrison. She is sufficiently sophisticuted to underw
stend a conspivavy indictument as you probably sre not, and for all his many shortcomings,
Garrison never charged that either Shaw or Usweld Jdlied the Presidente. Yo cherged, rishtly
or wroingly, that there was such a plot an! that a single overt otep yas taken in further—
ance of tlho plot, that having to de with the rirle, The ruin of Shawss Life, if it is s
fact, hal nothing to do with his beinp a fag, souething mbout vhich Wardson could not
have been mwomre serupulous. When he could have made a big deal out of what was jaken in
a search wder e warraent, ho ande no comuent, md if gt a later date some reportor had not
xddomnt realived that vhat is selged hes bo bo reported and that it iu a public rucoxd, there
would have becn no reporting or it. I you want o knmow the kind of prejudicial information
of this nobture coudd have been rdbeased, ask me sovetimes in person. Sil Las no way of lmowing
whether or not Shaw was lnnocent of anything at all and if she really loweu the WR pateedal,
hed continued in any weaningful way her alleged decize to exonerate Uswald, which has
recently beon reprosented as her representation of her interest, che'd lmov that at the
very least Shaw lisd under oath and I have little doubt that it is perjury from my ocwn
subsequent investigations of widch Uarrison has neither lmoulodge nor copies, Shiz was
ner emotion, not o mind, and she retused to hoar anything, as I'm sure I've already
recounted, 8t angely enougzh, for one of her protestations, I have yet to heer a lesitinute
one to the efiect that Garrison never conductsd an Opuuld investigation in U.0. or anywhere
and you lawow this was not my talidng indercest at a later date when it could sexve a purpose
but my actual one aluost to the exclusion of evorything clse. With this conwwring dedication
of hers an! lmosing how nueh covic I was do.ng in l.0., SM ncver asied vhat I learied of
L0 and possible associatlks aw. refused to listen to anything about bhis only sc user, the,
man to whoa sl gave noneys Were you in my position, would you, on tids simplistic baois
alone, have guestions about her sincerdity, then or iun the current repres ntation?



There are rany logitinate conplaints that com bo made againgt Gar:dson. Si's were
pased on cuotion, not fact. Yeither she nor the Yrankenstein she helped create over really
atated the cas: that an be made. And do I have to t0ll you who, on the personal level,
has logitimate conpladnt? What we have here i another sase of the cnotions dowminsting the
mind, Avoidin: thic is never sisple, but if we have to take thoe o extremes here, her's and
mine, I au confident what rational aporaisal by wuy who might be dispassionate would showe

o point in bolaboring current Wecht sitvation or “exclusivity", uhich i: uot a correct
formulation.

It I scemed to be Yexasperated" et your not arguing with her on every point, 1L don't
thinle T was and 40 I was I would have been wronge But on "opportundty to let the truth out”
you zhould have made comsent I don't recall your indicating you dide If at snother point
you discussed this in another vay that was, I think, inadequate for a real dialoguo, any
efrort to nalke hor think, Perhape thic was impossible. I knmo. the eloquence ol vhich she
13 capable without oven trying and the torrent in which the words can comes

On page 3, tids is a contrsdictory ropresentation of Gyril's feelings sbout the UTIA
than wa earlier represented, but I nay be confuuing this and Sii's earlier atiitude on
this. I lmov he lilee Bud pe sonally aml alth ugh he secms to have denied it and it is
possible that the operation was independent, I also ¥mww that coinciding with (yril's
lotting cveryone but me know that he would apply, Yob startcd an incompetent rushed study
of the medienl evidence that I don ¢ think he yet begins to understond. e was expliclts
to help Cyril, He told me thie, pefsonallyy 'nd I refused to help him, his roughly
coincides with my discussior with “esar in which I asked hin to answer #uast!.ons instead
of malking statements to him.

liegk fragmenta: does he necd to knov more than Lattimer seid? Or he knows Ifrom that
of my work he has read? You have seen his written thanks.

141 dozed off so I can contomue. L'11 be as brief as I ean uith your 6/29 and I'11
ignore moot it it for you reed no auplification on mosts

Jercy vay not eve enlled you wntil the a.m. of the 29th, but he spoke to Lesar a day
earlier nnd I imow this thing was off, aa I think I told you, the arternoon before JP called
you. I find uyself wonder why if you are the alleged key, the cuintepsnetial one.

1 poalize tlds is a quote of a quote so there may be infidcikity, so L use your words
and you ean uwake any allovances you consldnr nocessaryt Sylvia, "...we have 21l vorked so
long for this and now 1t is muned." Let's take thic parat. What is it that "we" have
nuorked" for so long? Wecht to see the film? Finning a bum rap on the Kennedys? Exculpating
Hoover, the FBI and assorted other cpooked ones 1ike Soecter? I don't have to tell you how
litile prospect there was of Wecht's learing anything new or how little prospect there
was of his detecting fakes (I am not assuming falken) if they were nade. Therve is no clunce

of & man with his all-consuming ignorance as you leter reflect being able to detect sven
a second rate job by a pro. It it is truth, I can sapre you a fey sug estions about how SH,
W snd others could have spared thesselves so much hard work they did on this. in the
medical evidenes it totels absolute gero. If it iu eatablishnent of truth, from the time
she finiched her book, with SM it is absolute zero. loughty, from the time she finished her
book the only onve to do any ldnd of real work are Dick, Hoch, youmx and I. Did you or
Dick appoint her spolesman. I kmow Hoch didn't., She says he is a governuent agent. My
Yoice has been heard before on this. So what is being: talled aboubt through the tears? Is
the Pthis" something unconscious about me? If I do not allege it or thing it is probable,
with the record I can't reject it entirely, either, I see at best irrationality end relf-
exposure in these words if they are at all faithfule

Thore is an clement of myserty for moe here as it relatoes to you for it seens that
you uhould have becn consulted boginuing lpnday, not Thuwsday a.ne.

And over and above everything else, how wes anvihing ruined by gayihingyou report as
having been told you? If Wecht sees this film and he nover heerd of any of uu, how is

X e "mrined™ If he lmows onlt the conclusions ol tho Commdision he lkmovs all he
nocd <nowe And if he lmows his business he doesn't even have to lmou thate ig gous in, sees
the stuff, comes oul an o this in what 1t shows. What else is ncoded? What is this
absolute ruln jass excopt demmciation of all those involved in this ploy ond how much
closar can anyonc get to Jjus » what I've said fron long before I lmow CW was going
%o ask and fron the nement I learned he hal decided to, to everyono with uhom I am in touch?
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3o poor, abused, picked on, discriminated-sgainst Cyril is "'plased off' at every-
body." Dear Howard, you have a tonder souls Please shed a tear with ne, He is plssed off
at everybody because he doubts his own coupetence, eyt he rush in wheve even a fool would
know not to tweed, if the fool be an honest fool. y® alnat pissed of " at me because all
he has done 1s pick my brains in return for nothing and he hasn't asked me any ques ions
or respinded to any challenge or, indeed, been willing to blow the who,: thing apart or
even ask how, S0 it ain't "everybody" now, is it? And t:is so long after he han the death
certificate? I think we have been niggardly, and you kno. I don,t include nyself in the
"we"s We assumed that for his eminenee a silver platter, sterling, that iz, viowld suit.
¥rong, Only glod, and then if platimm isn't availsble, I guems "wo' all luck proper respect
for the eminence who wouldn't even read a book to help himself, le says he has %o ngv, does
he not?

And where do you get off seying cuch a man such "humiliate" himself by calling you?
Bspecdally when he can cal. you free, your Penna taxpayers thoughtfully peying his vhone
bili,

@n Lifton there is one thing I kmow I told Jerry, but I think vou should consider
rendnding him about. Lifton is reslly insane and with it unscrupulousn. Jem-y*}m to be
insane to consider m over, say, Yary even if he didn t Ymow of Lifton liness, which
he did. I lmow I told and warned him, end I'm sure Sylvia $id. She has a real hate on him
bou that it is too late. And I know I must have told him more than once about the
Liebeler connection.

On the second page I se: you havo begun to understand what L wigh you had earlier, Tt
would have made no difference to anyone but you and that is why I wish it, You'd have been
saved needless pain.

I see that Jerry, too, is now “ruined", and "forever". For what work? Croockedneas
he lnmew was crookedness but lddded himself into believing was required by what he eslls
"good conscience"? Un a mxmmm versonal level there is but one for whom this can hold any .
hurt, There is no mmntion of that on: by any of these so concernod with ruin,

His l.tter to me is oms with which I'd prefer that you b exesedingly carveful if wou
feol you must discuss it with him. In your interest I recormend against it, Get off tids
level or you'll run yourself up the wall and soon your family, dn my loterest I aslk you
to make no coment on any single thing mhe says in i, You are sharp enough 4o se: the
need for this on your own. If he wants to expand on it if you find it inadequate, naybe
that is okay. Let him tlak; don't you, ly letter,addrosses enoughof these point, Perhaps
you could stick to that? by concern here is dusl my oun interest and mobility in the
event wa have to do anything at eny time. I seo Aothing constructive to come from dialogues

If you axre going to concorn yourself with anything further on this, I suggest that it
be first the end of thia memo, the rest you didn t got dowm,

On Cyril there is one thing you say with which I entirely agrees you should not eall
him, You should not have besn .ut in this position. s should have talen the initiative
in seclcing help and had in wind the help he needs, not have to be told what he has to.knows

You conclude saying things are beginning to sink ine I anticipate more will. Yon + be
of faint heart. A1l it will really be will be disillusionment, That is nevor easy, uf it
ia tolerable if your mind is open and free, and as you will learn with the years, it ds
onz of the most bineficial experiences for later life, onc of the things nost conducive to
meturdty. I hope you can loarn more from it than my record shows 1 have,

This i all painful to you now. But it is one of the most veluable experiences of
your life, one of {he most impdrtant parts of you informal education, th: most important
lcind, The regt conos from books. Easy,. '

Relaxe ou can and I mean it, bone of this makes any difference now excopt in possible
hurt to mes It can go the other uay and holp. You have no gudlt to feel or look for, As you
must now realize, L have ben meidng swy estlons abont Sli's enetionsl problina for some time,
on your last trip past swyestlons, and in letiers protty explicitly. “one of us causod ite
lone of us could lhave avoided it without her willingnesss If you recall my letters to per,I
surcly mada enough gestures. I knov that repeatedly I warned her, You couldn't snd she would
not listen, 1t is still another necdless tragedy. I hove she snaps out ol i%, There in only
onG Wy, aud it will be very hards facing up to eveyything. Fow of ue over can, I kmow I try
but I do not kmou that I alvays succecd. Hate and jealously, further, are seli-consuming
emotions. I lost them years ago. Som chins up. The sun will shine tomorrows Lest,



