3/21/72

Dear Hovard, .
I did not expect to be \'.-:ritm}g you twice the same day, but I've just gotten confirma—
tion of souething I've expected that in its own way addresses what is inhercnt in my _arlier
letter,, from before I went outsids to work. It is a serious problem we have that almost
nobody will face and few do honestly,
Bud testified before % e Freedom of Infurmation subcom:ittee of the House yesterday,
He has kuown for a month or more that he would and the date. We have been in touch fairly
often, ineluding by phone and as recently as a couple of days ego. e lhas yet to tell me
he wa- going to testify. Before going further, stop long enough to ask yourself why he
should be so anxious to keep this secret from me,

low I'11 tell you. Because he teutified about my suits. Now I don't really care that
he did, and I don't really care that he did without consulting me. They do hap.en to be my
suits. What 1 care about is the ethics of the whole think ang the inevitable messing up of i
what could have been a very good and very newsworthy thing. ind the indulgence of an azo that, i
for all the enromous waste of money desigmed to give it a legitimate basis for pride, has
yet to produce anything, !

Understand, I ecould have.stop ed this, I could have insisted that he not discuss my ﬁ
suits, etes I didn'te I haven't uentioned a word of it and I don't expect to. But because A
he is dying to have some kudos, he blew what could have been a significant thing, esp. at
this time. He made a few casyal references to wy suit for the Hay materiel, but not i
enoughi to do any good and with such propriety that it couldn't, With Kleindienst in the
news today the way he is and vhat that suit says about him? &

I wrote the chairman of that subcomittee about & week ago. I did not know if I'd hear b
frou lin. My own feeling is that the nembers of that cokmittee are looking for a bit of
Perscnal publicity that will wake them lock like champions of freucom but they arc really g
scared of many things, including bed revision of the lawe 1 tuke their silence, failure to
aclmolwedge my letter, as confirmation:. of this.

" The reality is that all thet Bud had to do with that case is the filing of' the couplaint,
all the real work I dide Jim may, in fact, have drafted the complaint itself, & siuple
matter. The thinking was mine, the letters that did the Job, ete. Even the surmary Judge=
ment, Bud wasn't even in town then. I celled up the night beofre the morning we appeared
1. ecourt, got hus artner on the phone, asked nim to draft a motion for a sumsary judgement
and appear with me in court the next dslley the first after the time the Judge set for
Production of what was withheld, and, ag 1 figured, those arrognant bastards were not even
there to offer an apology and the rarity of the swmmary judgement became an automatic iy
reality, S50, what was there for Dud to testify avout? Cr to put this another way, wvhat
was there for hin to vestify to? Lo you think he seid that Kliondienst is &¥ liar, that in g
order to frustrate the will of Vongress he would lie, that he would ignore the order of a
f.deral court, that perjury would be permitted if not ordered in his name and that when it
wes called to his attention he was silent? These are a few of the wicuestionable facts, 1T
1 do not think they would have been welcomed by the comittee, I also point out that there
" has been no mention of the hearings in the press. «nd today Kleindienst and his honesty
and integrity are very much in the news. )

If ny objection were to "credit" » 1 could have been there, If oy intent would have bLeenm
personal publicity, if the Jress was there I'd hyve had it. rerhaps even if they vre not, I i
hed and had no such interests, nor are they the subjectof a couplaint about which I write g
yous I &2 trying to gve you an understanding of what is responsible for so wuch of what is
ande 0 apiear as something else af so much that goes on inside the critical com unity, It i
is but & case in puint, It is a virsu as comnon as the cold. Thatiwe have survived it to i
the degree we have iz the reul marvel, i

So, I repeat don t zet yourself involved, but do your ovm thinking, Best, M
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3/21/72
Dear Howard,

What you report of the pressures on you re the Lattimer thing, Cyril, etc., is not a
surprise to me for enclosed you'll find a note I wrote last night indicting it end asldng
you to ask ume whatever mdignt be bothering youe It is no simple ri:tter and perhaps tne best
solution is your sug etion to tulk it over lvme yvou are here. I have long been aware of
and I must say entranced by the power of “ylvia's mugmificent reges and passions. With
her fantastic eloguence, they can be as overwhelming as they seem logicel The problem
is in .art the absunce of absojutes in right and .rong on this end in part the utter un-
willingness of everyone else to engegeg in a rational discussion of any element of it and
in part unrecognized slefish motives Cyril, for example, never wrote me until it becare
& necessity in a transparent effort to umake a record which he could later cite. L would
not be surprised if it had bewn urged upon him bu another, But for ali her eloquence to
others, as you can see for yourself, Sylvia has yet to respond to my initial request of
months ago that she give this independt thought und then discusse. For we this is all the
raw material I ne:d for a recasonable judgement, Becaus e she is so bril_iant she fails te
cope with real problems, depending, as is not exc. ptionsl, in an acquired dependence upon
her judgement what to her has beon so often so right over th: years. We are all this wey,
in varying degrees., But what she does not recognize is how very often her judgement has been
wrong, snd to give you a few examples, Hpstein, Thirnley. Lifton iorman (where it is ine
credible to me that she diun't see the gross flaws that permeate his work), ‘hbmpson. I
could go one Of course, th: s.m. genecral riticism can be made of ie, I also err, also:trust
the wrong peoples But I also never back off from a vonfrontation. and I don't think there
has been an occasion where I haven't undertaken to reason. Not Sylvia. che condemns with
all her u:jesty, ordains hers the one and true faith and position, and 211 elsc is ireele—
vant. One such case is Hoch's melonry, fe immediately became a scoundrel end an agent. “nother
is Garriosn, vhere he passion led her to breek a promise to mo to be his devil's advocate
without telling me and to finaneing that wreteh Thornley. I mean no unkindness ot Ler, and
I continue to hev. th. same respeet, for her. She is humen, as we all are, 1 have a better
notion of wiat is going on that 1 have indicate. Ffor w: have trouble enough and 1 propose
doing nothing to counter it unless and until I decide that we need a real purging. lcan
and nay well then do a book that could accomplish this znd at the seme time be & coumnerical
succes:, bcanwhile, we necd no enemies, supylying enough of our own.

45 a practical matter, must you be involved in this? Is there anything you can do that
can make any difference? You have little time, Use what you can spare for constructive
purposes. A you can see, the letbers + heve azked you 4o send to the Archives have been
productive, as have those I have written in my own name. That you have not sent me what she
has said of me and my position is understandable, i she did not specy confidentislity, it
is the kind of thing vhere you might well fecl yourself that you showlé kecp it confidential,
lleanwhile, I ask you to consider, not do anything about, th: anti-intellectual yuality of
ell of thi-e If I am wrong and if I ap doing something, is it intelligent not to call my
error to my attention, to try and correct me, or to at least put me in a psoiticn where I
can come to this conclusionson my own? Why would snyone eschew this course? To me it is
inconsistent with a recognized honesty of purpose, or rather with a subconscious objective
not really understood and, I tlink, not part of the true character.

At some puint Sylvia will eonfront what has been bugring her and she will not be happye
Until then I'm leaving her entirely alone. I respect her, expect perfection and infellibility
from no ome, do not want to hurt her (or to be hurt by her) . Nt b I5EE S TGl

problems to a minimum, wnd have long kmovn her resolute inflexibility on certain things, in-
cluding &ll the hengups 1 have detecteds I idght, by the way, have added Armoni snd Salandria
to the above list. I sure as hell have done botter than this, and I've had nore opportunity
for these kinds oi' ldshudgement than the entire criticial community nly because of my greater
activity and the diversity of my activity/ There is much of this I have spared you. - think it
best to keep it that vay., But as you know, there are no locked files whem you are here, no
receipts for what you take, nothi pg hidden. Sorry about thee worsc than usual typing. 1've
got the wrong ribuon in the machine and it will stey there wntil I wear it out or have to

get onto the ldnd of work mkkaldng it iupermissible, Also in justification of Sylvia, I

think pou should recogize the unfairness to her or her position, partly employment (which
makes possible what she will not do also) and partly her sex, a regretable limitation
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Often it is possiblc for others to see in us what we cammot in omselves, I am sure this
is true of me. Sometimes my own r cognitiion is belated, and often it has to do with
spot analyses, Viith Sy}via this is not a new thing. Periodically in the past + have just
stayed out of touch to av old unpleaseninesses.. That has been the case for months now,
and + visualize no change, I am genuinely sorry for her and what in my view causes her
hangups and her rare dishonesties. They are comprehensible, humen and unfortunately, as
with all humen, real. I say unfortunately because hers is a rare endowment.

I have been going into this in a short period of time before I can place a phone call,
sfter that, although I'mguitc tired, despite a serious effort to get more rest, I'm going
outsidc for a couple of hours and in umy joke liberate the pines Brom the repressive
influence of the honeysuckle. As I've worked my way into the grove behind the house I find
almost all the trees dauaged, many dea, others aluost certain to die, and I sure could
use a few strong young arms to help, Unee I've got the stuff out of the trees I have a
continwing job of keeping it out. That will reguire that I get a second-hand mower or two
Tor damage is inevitable and it will be cheuper to replace than repair, as I've learned by
paying for repairs. I'm concentrating on that, not even walldng to g.t it done, for soon t
the bugs will preclude it. When I can place the eall, I'll lay this aside.

I have learned wore of lattimer, He is hardly rational. You are not the only one .ho
has written him and who he has no way of lmowing writes for me. I'1l be having to think
about how to askanother to write him bacik,

Un the Archives lctter, that now gives enougy for a viable suit. I think it would be
fatal to your position and cholarship were you to do it. Whether or not I will I do not
know. Perhaps I will, Any use waives all right to withhold. The problem is I do not know
anyone I can trust to do this, and as I think should be apparent to you wiihout argument
from me, this bears on onc of the points 1 have been malking, thoat there is a concerted
executive-branch effort to pin a bum rap on the sennedy family, I'll be thinking of writing
Harshall but nay not. I may write Shoads or Vawter, who hasn't responded to my last and
may be having a fuw not undesigned troubles,

Howard, if we let this thing get out of pesspective, we arc all lost ane .ith it +hat
#ood we could have done and any possibility of establishing truth, Therc is what others
seem not to want to consider, a vast difference bwteen establishung untruth, and that we
have done with enormous overidll, and establishing truth, wh ure, in my perhaps prejudiced
view, there have been remarkable few efforts and fewer successes. liot matter how it is
dignified with such designations as pmrism, not matter how the contrary view is vilified,
it remaing a fact.

If I enscurage you to stay out of active controversy, 1 do not discouruge understanding,
You might begin to get a smidgeon if You read the last couple of lines on xxxi of
ficcessories and I add that I called the error to her attention in advance of publication,
Aside from the error in placing the appuarance of tlhe general edition of WHITEWAS at after
Epstein, publication dute of which was 6/31, vhereas W in that edition was out 5/7, to
her knaneldge, the "private" edition dates to 8/17/65. She read it early in 1966 or late
in 1965 and you can reed her written reaction eny time you want., This is a petty netter,

but if you think of it for a womentyou nay get a few nptions of your own. They Ley or may
not be mine and they uay or may not help your present understanding, To ne they leave no
doubt at all in some regretable areas, and this is not an isolated thing.

We have been home cvery night since the beginning of tax seuzson except for infrequent
dinners with friend, perhsp three tines since 1/1, or my infrequent trips to the p.o. Too
bad you coulun't maike your trip to the Shendoah when it burst with life, as soon it will,
Skay with your school as first priority. This is right and necessery. Glad you found the
LIC {ranscript valuable, I ey write more on the urch matder soon or I may await licaring
frou Vewter. I haveanother decision to make that I have been delajng. 1've been around and
in ¥ is business too long to require eveyything in black-pnd=write, 1 can deduce, and I'm
content, at least iu couparison, with the track record, So L'm contident I kiow what is
afoot in some arcas. Un Ned,is there anything in his last 1.:ter I should know, anything
you uay not have detected hidden in it? Best,

-

i

i

o=

=

it
I

fhs
[

SRR T




