3/1/72
Degr Howsrd,

Before going to DC 4his a.m. I gob the wail and before leaving for DC, whea I had
to weit for semsthing, I resd your letter or Jerry and of enelyesie, the one with tho elip
of the new cld Bighop end the old new Nixzen column. We are probably going to go to bed
car¥y, S0, fronm recollection, there is one thing to which I want fo respond {2side from
your gnalysis, which is getting into the right track).

You de not knoy the entirc contents of the Wesh Yost file. You do not know Jerry's
reaction to what he polocted. I didn'h vateh whet e went through or what ha $ocks Tou
o 10t ooy wuat he =aid then and afiere The last time he phoned, which was long ageo, befpre
he got 4y com cnte on hic picnee, when the subject came uo, I raised the cuesiion of that
fooluate handling in respoasc. I asked him who decided to lesuve it in, He told me Hariis.
Trues S0, I asked him to explain what, kunowing this, be had wrdtten, I dxepped it there,
without any serious response from him, I do not understand it and becsuse of other things
et this point I sm not toldng the time to try. I will not meke any further comnent to kim
on what he has written, If he sends me a copy of any revision end asks I will nete L have
unselfish resgons for this. Now superficially, what you say is rcasunaple. In the context
o” ghe entire file, it can't stand, I have a long, long and painful higtory with the Post.
Their hatred for mo is because of what they did and lmowingly did. I was there today for
| othermreascus, Dick Herwood came up and gave me a triendly greeting. Ben Bradlec walked
A 2zst without noticing me. I am not going to go into all them details, for I don't care
that muchs But T had a good friend whose ofjice was innthe same room as Wolfxfl', and
I went ‘there often %o ses this old friend, il lmew Wolff's secretary well. e discucsed
the book with her as he resd it. He doesn + kuow she told me about this s but I got from
her more excitement than I got from him. He did read all the book or helMleid to me, and I
think it the former, for he went intoc details and enswered my prior scli-wcrdticism of it.
Now this is somsthiny that hange on my word, pius the contemporaneous motes that sexve
no funckivn as lies or exagperations. They are not of the Ppst alone. When Jerry first
started tallding in what I regarded as a ghrange way, i zave hin an indepepdent peuns of
getting an appraisale IT he has or hasn t, he has not ruported and I don £ cars if he has
or hasn't or what he winds up doing, I'11 make no effort to influence it.-T mggard vhat he
did as worse than dishonest. I regard this as entdrely out of character. I think I have
soms understabding of why. I do not pretend that I belisve it is all, But in a1l this there
iz a touchstone, wud my recollection is that jerry didnaBt really press ite. I did write
Wolff in 1966, Jerry did write Wolff about that lester, I did scrd an original copy to
Lognard adldng that it be forwarded to Wolff, and it bears me out protty wekl. There is a
touchstone you have in this, comparing this part of his thing with the rest. I do not think
the treatments are the same. And if you do not lmow i%, Jerry began with the intention of
doing only vhat the Mmes did to Yrame-Up, He is going to have to sort things out for him-
self, put himself topether for himsel?, live with his own judgenents and errors, and he is
going to have to plumb his own mind, emotions and reactions without further sugcestion from
me. Tdme is one byt not the only reascn. In subtle ways L have t#ied o point hinm tocard full
and full emotional metwwity. I don t watrts fight with hin anx I will avoid it. I am very
fond of him, I have got told Lil of vhat ho urote for she would be unforziving. It is susceptible
of partial quation that will be defamntion. Except for his expression of reseniment over ny
leiter about the cazbon, 1 have not sinece heard from hin. When i#k 1% seemed uppropriate,
I put little notes in an envelove and I have mailed him geveral without responsec. I am
writing Yrahsn and I am not sending him a copy. I did not send him a copy of the parts of
the tapes I transcribed and sent you a copy. He has not sent me a copy of the Wechy sppearance
on kong “oln, and I don't really care, becuse apide from having 1% as a matter of record
it is without velue %o ne, He has, unsolicitedly, prumised it to others who arc doing nothing
about this. I am satdsfied I know part of the reason for this. 1t is somuthing I canuct
address and would not if I felt I coulds.e.o surgery on my thuib now, X-Rays sliow boncs only
ena they arc ok, Sear timsue will toke at least threc more months to reduce tu normul or
Enou;;h for angther exmuanation by the ortho surgson, so * am %o sec lin then, Until then, it
& sirong ahol:le;‘h for normal use but it will be stiff and uncomlortable, Abother reason for
not wasting time, Too much to do. Tie one thing I do kmow is that the tendon secms olkay. Best, H
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