2/14/72
Dear Howard,

I had not gotten far in Khruschev Remeuber when I recommended it to you, not Just
because of your goneral interest in history but because certain e¢lements of the Southeast
4sia situation are rather directly related to the era of which 1 knew he would have to write.
I am nib.ling away at it and have just come %o that particular era. It is chapte ' 5, begin-
ning on 129 in the Banta, edition., I have also referred you %0 & book that may not be easy
to find, Dennis Pritt'se. I doubt mine survived wartine storage.

I have also told you that while I have not thought of such natiers for years, 1 seem
to romenmber Crankshaw as ous who bullt a sucressful carcer on buing anti-USslle Here is g
classic case of thate 1 Tear you will not be told the roglity of what is thore discussed,

The treaty that Robbentrop proposcd to Stalin is identicsl with one the USSR had.
offered to and simed with a number of countriec. 4t t is time, the Western Luvopean povers,
in pursuit of the policy to which Knruschev here gives it a sentence, had been fattening
Hitler, givin hin what he vanted every time, They hed expceted him to turn to the east.

He led them to believe ke would. At this erucial Juncture he moved in the opuosite dircctions
His attack on noland was not as much anti-USSR as i - was antiswest,

In any event, therc here is a renarkably dishonest footnote and onc missing at the
rel to the kh. statement above. The reulity is hardly covercd (130-1) in the description
"half-hearted", Thwwestern countries hd sent a delemation of porerles: subaltcrns to
"negotiate" with the USSK. Public opinion only forced this. They had to send someone, so
they sent nobodies, going tarough the motions only.

The USSR proposal was for more than the wndescribad delegation of Crankshaw's foote
note. It was a six-power one, ineluding even Turkey, the purpose being to keep Hitler within
his borders. Earlier, the USSR and Fmance had had a trzaty to join in the defense of any
other country, I clearly reeall this as it relates to Gzech. Litvinoff announced USSR
readinesu o abide by itu obligations. France would not. The USSR had negotdated the
required permisgion for transit for its armies in defense of Czech. This wes perhaps the
crucial point, priocr to the dispaich of the kindergarten military delegations %o loscow.

It then became clear that the western poliey, in which the United States was a guilty
silent partner, wuas to strengthen Hitler so he could beat the USSR, Momcow certainly hud
to read it that way. They had to read the character of the delegation finally sent, without
power to do more than aitends its toilet needs (I think the raniine Bitish officer was no
more thau o major), as having the same meancng, They all did go through the motions. Crazy
as the things Hitler did are, this is perhaps one of recent history's more brilliant moves,
At the right time he secured his eastern flank, and the west get it up for him,

Most hatred is solf-consuming, In policy, the hatred of Com unism has beenthe factor
that helped it succeod more than any other, What within itself it overcame is herc set forth
by Eh, with what I rogard as remariable honesty, esp. when compared with the style in US
leaders' memoirs, for example, LJB's nows It has never ended, Hever learning, western lezders
have followed only variations of the same stupidity, without major deviation, to now, and
vhat "now" is we 11 have to wait to see. Waken in the context of history, it is a barbarity
greater, I think possible, than Atwila the Hun, On a less morel plane, it is what will

eventually baniceupt this country and may well guerantec the world ascendaney of Commundism
in some foxm, The effect on the growth and economy of the "red" lands has been severe,

but they arc ithout debt, paying es they go, if severely restricted by it. But this ldng
of western policy has forced & self-rcliance on the other side it wdlght not have achieved
without it. It has slowed down their internsl development, but no more than thate..People
have a tendency to forget, but one of Kh's ridiculed boacts has already come true, that they
would overtske us in the fields of our pre-cmincnés, e specified steel, and that las now
happenede...This is hasty, before I begin the carly-morming's work. I came to the note while
shaving and making my cofi'ee. I tliuk the thesis I urged upon you should begin at the cnd of

WWiL, with the western invasion of° the young USSR, This 1939 period is also crucial in ite These

are the secvds of the weed. Best,
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