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Dear Sylvia,

L have a chance now to respond to your letter of the 8th.
I hope you do not mind, but I'd 1llke to ask that you keep this
letter in confidence, Jomethln: in your letier troubled me
and ['d llke to address it as best as [ can vithout violatlng
the confldence of others.

First, lat me say Bravol to your iiea for other subilssilons
prior to my summer vacation, when [ will presumably undertake
the revision of my hook. +hen 1t 1s convenient to you, L'l
sreatly aporeclats your contactins elther Bobbs .Jderrill or H*R*W.
If you think [ should, I'1ll independently write the particular
editor a letter of my own. T=1l me how you think the matter
of submission should be approsched. If you ean just wo ahead
ani contaet these editors, please feal free to tell them that
I do not reeard the ms. now as the final draft, that [ wonld
welcome rreat revision and omlssion, and that my princlple
interest 1s 1n presentine a coherent case in Uswald's defense,

Iour commnents on Wecht's application to see the pix and
X=-rays concern me, though I've been pretty silent to.thls point
for fear of breaking a rather large confidence with Harold.

You apparently recard hls fears as "outlan.dish and prencsterous."
"Truth must be told, though the hesavens fall," you tell me.
Sylvlia, 1f Cyrll gets in to ses this material an! nakes the
statement which will inevitably follow, “truth" will most llksly
be lurther raped by those who so conslstently have violated

her ia thelir eriminal lust. Have you thou ht about the position
people llike Hoover and Specter will be in when a competant,
rellable medical authority announces that the autopsy filams
lisprove the whole mov't story? These people will be forced

Lo save thelr own skins, nnl they do have an out: The Kennedies.
Who has the rovernment put forth as the supprzssars of the

Plx ani X-rays? They tell us 1t was the grieveud famlly. Let

me tell you and, if you do not already know, then in strict
confidence, the famlly dld aot suppress the films at any time
durinm the exlistence of the WC. They did not even have thenm!
True, they lent their na7e and, unfortunataly, thelr honor

to the ~ovt's 1liemal effort at suppression, but I wonler 1if
Bobby and, now, Tedliy are aware of what transplired—--anl what

it m=ans. At any rate, what sup.ression thsy can bs connectad

to occurred after the Heport had lonz been ian thes [ublic domain,
I know beyond any i~ubt that they did not w thold this stuff
from the WC, and all [ can tel! you is that you cannot inmamcine
the wnilt of the Comnission members, the staff, Hoovar, and
especlially, opecter.

So, 1f and when Cyril tells the world the truth abosut what
tha films show, the really cullty ones will inavitanhly defenad
thanselves by tradinzg on the uneanedies, [t is not particularly
a coacert of mlae that the Keannedlles will b= hurt, but it is
a major conczsra that these sllmey rats will have an idsal out
which will involve a horrible buanch of lizs anl slunders. FPFure
thermore, aside from what L1 consiier moral and decent consider=
ations, realistlcally speaking, I think Teddy will be put inte
his last po.itical trap. H e simply canaot come out and rebule
all these people: I thiank it 1is politically impossible for hinm.



You may think thls extreme, but I do not put it out of consider-
atlon that the guestion of his own life is involved. He will

be mate politically impotent by this, and if he should find

the manhoord to escape what [ view as an ucsly trap, [ wonder

if he enuld survive it.

Jith these thini~s 1n mint, and I don't think they are un=
reas~nable fears, I cannot help but feel this 1s not the time
for Wecht to see the films. EHe has made hls request, Now
[ hopa he is turned down. Also, a rejection of hils request
willl make the eovernmant look bad, and 1t can work well in
our favor. I can't see anythins earthshakin: comins~ out of
wecht's examination, and to tell the world the iteport was qrong
does not cancel, in my =mini, the possible (lnsvitable?) political
disasters to follow. Besldes, I cannot concelve of any reasonable
and informed perscn reacrilng the Keport as anythlns but wrong.

I don't think this letter will immediately shance your
feelines, and I suspect you may ohject to my beliefs on moral
srounds. I think, though, that we must realize the dis-honestj,
unscrupulousness, and vested interests wlth which we are
working, "Truth" wlll not turn thinss topsy=-turvey or bring
the gullty down to thelr knees in dishonor and ruln. These
people will fight to survlive and if their past behavior is
any cluz to thelr methods, need I say what could happen when
they are faced wlth a really dlre theeat to thair power and
nolitiecal survival? We simply have to consider these things
and recognlze just what we ar= dealing with,

Lon't hesiltates to arsue. This needs mo e discussion than
it has sotten, but we must be discrete, ani, asain, I remind
you of my request fnr confidentiallity.

Hope you are well.

Best wlshes,



