1/17/712

Dear Howassd, i

Vur swost rueent guest has just left. Gary v turns froom DO with me tomorrow to &
rouwin for suver,l days, and the end of thoe week I ogo to LYC, so I've 1i4ile time wnd
a stack of wgile Iy thumb is getting alonf weli, 1 ecan now usc to it button, take the
cap of toothpaste, ete. Tomodrriw the stitches come out,

Noe cowplaint about you on the phone matter., I had not told you not to tulk about

it slmply beeause I didn't think Jerry would persist in spying out what I had mnde

clear o hinm I didn't want to tall aboute. Ve are havin, it out and I think ho is

cowing to understend things better. So much of this is new to him, beyond his experience,
and with both a good mind and a good disposition he just want's to lmow c11 he can

50 he ean do &1l he cane I don't think you should fault yoursclf, as you have, But
thwee kinds of stupiditics, which at best exacerbate and at worst arc counter-procuctive,
have to be reduced to the sbsolute minimme I'nm tired of umaking all the compromises '
and having to confront zo bany of the problems too alone.

I nay or nay not be right but 1 have my oun touchstones, my sm expeiiences, and in them
I do trust, net the Vaporiaings of detached fine minds or the limited experience of
others, There is too much new that vajidates too wany of the smalier things that had
cttracted my atsention and I'm Just not going to.waste time tryiog to convinee those

who won't listen or disagree yet have no real laternatives or other explenations for
what they do not address. I have becn doing much more thun you laiow, much more than I

should have, and at whatever cost I will do what I fecl I must, Jerry will be sending E’fﬁ
Jou some copies,

There is too much to do to eugage in debates about things like the Hecht business, g
¢

Your fomrmulation thmt v have asked others to think iy o way that is "fotally
aibiguous” is totally invalid, Asode from not yoing into the meny reason why I would
prefer to avoid giving my conclusions in advance to so many wlo so instinctively
oppose them simply because they are mine or rumning the risk off preconditioning the
ninds of those I do want o think independontly, this was in one context to all and
added contexts to Wecht, The one I addressed to all should be enough: I could sec great
harm condng to us frow Vecht secing the stuff wnder certain conditions. I submit thig
is more than enough to serve as a basis of though and mor. than enough to eliminate
your description. lor is it & question of + inking like I do, Tt should be the oppogite.
Houember all about thiosc blooming flowers? are you arguing that I should submit to \
the dgnorant in your 1/15 com ent about the Kennedys as supresiors? I not that not one s
of those I was .ddressing did any think or asked ne for 1e information to scrve as g
busis of more ¢ inkkng —of the very few who responded at. This iu the reality with yhich
I live, not some idle concepts of apiroaches and arcane subtltics, *t also mokes a greater i
aixe for the nroblem with which I seck to cope., Other Tactors I will not elaborate are
involved mud are beyond your understanding and arc of o clarocter that precludes Ly telling youe
I will uot write more than L have, and ac you will see L have written vore than you kmow,
the central point being the timing, as long as I face the stubborn insistunce upon the
reliving of the past bqr those who neither do otherwise nor help others do otherwise,

At thiv point I couldu care less what lecht says to or thinke of me, wcnd his sending

Sylvia a copy of what I wrote him was & premeditated evils “lis in separate frvon my high
opinion of lis professional coupetence and his genuine interest in the oubject, for which

none ol us owe lin anything. Ve would if ke did something to help, as he can ang as he

hes steydfestly refuscd to, lie has cven rofsued to inform himself because it would cost

hin money, You can read the file at any tiue you wente ¥ou wili Tind many who will tell

you that I um Cpo~tripiing, and which os us really kuova iff he is, but 1 think close

anclysis and full inforantion uay be mpore persussive that the plety of those who say or :
persuade thensclves tlds ic true is a,psychological device i they arc the ones ronlly

doin;: it. You wie the words Jealous wul ungrateful. Fleasc tell me of whom L have any

couse to be jealous, or to whowm 1 should Teul gratefulf Yome on lioward, young as you are, 1
you ought be tory mobure e thate You lave read uy work, lmow its origins, lmow those

who coulu luve helped o hiow wnd ¢idn'{, aud lmow tle fiw who did and my appreciations {
a
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Zhowdd * be grateful to Vyril for foreing me to write him 6-10 letters to got 2 couple
of lousy pages on spectros, etc that he did promise and not increasing my work load
further by never sending them? Ur anything: else, ever, including last weck when he
sent others what they could not use and 1 got too late, second=hand, to use with
mescimun effectiveness —something he could have told a secretary to do 3—4 months ago?
Or for letting me bakkground him on my work, so he'd know more than he did? Or for
gving hin the underatabdin  of the panel report he failed to gain for himself when

I had a copy sent him? Should I be grateful to Sylvia for sending money to Thormley
vhen he and Lifton were openly campaigning against me and threatening to sue me for
nothing? ind who has done what of which I should beel jealous? I do not feel it necessary
to defend my vork and if anyone kinws how open I am with my files you do. Sow hhat
basis do you find in what you apicar to have been brainwashed into? I think you too
sharp for that ldnd of stuff.

fou abpve all lmou how little it ic possible for us to learn if Cyril sevs this
stuff now. That is something less than a benediction in itself, But if you are going
to feel you must talke a position on the controversy, 1 think you should begin by secking
any response to my earliest warnings and proposal of a way around it. Or to the total
absence of anything bgt slander in the last lovier I got from Cyril, accusing me of
panhandling, For anyone to have a legitimate position opposed to mine in this matter,
I think he must be prepared to show that Cyril, even ii antagonized by what 1 wrote
and how I wrote it, was thés great pateint man of only scliless dedication everyone
seens to be painting him, wrote and said, with this conmsuwmmate tolerance, socory, I
don_t wnderstaud what you arc falldng about. Flease explain more of the basis of your
fears. Ur that he used the phone that costs him nothing to make the same dnd of
inguiries, Untill you show me souething like this, don t wasbte your time or mine in
pointles: argument., I gm addressing motive, recognized”or unrccoimiszed, intended or
subeconscipuse I may be wrong, but I also feel 1 have morc than enough warrant for
having questions about motive, tou, .not just the stupidity of the approach and the
enti-intellectual but unquestionable refusal to think,

Saving Tace iz the last thing that interest we and whether you agree or not, I
think the least of the factors involved, if it is at all save for those who arc Bow
ashamed and arc beginuing to understand how right I was, Their faces cen have any color
that now comes naturally. I will waste not one minute on such childiishness with adults.
4nd if I can correctly evaluate my own motives and what is in ny mind, it is not a mere
matter of er.dit which, regardless of your ignorance of it, is somcthing those to whom
you have been listening have becn studious in avpiding while active in gnattributed
quotation. 4t this point I will not argue whether Cyril should sec the stufi, will
see it, what th. consequences will or can be, beecause it is necessary to addres not
his face bus the protection of our asses, and to the degree 1 ean, that I shall try.
four bulicfs arc you oun affair and you are certuinly entitled +o them. But there is
one tling I want you to be avare of, regardless of cost to all of us: at this point I
will not, under any circuustunces, permit the use of any of my material by any of these
peuple Tfor any purposes, That #f will permit only when the bool i printed, 4nd I will at
lea t try fo deul harshidy with those who sy meke the ffort, more if they do it. This
Idnd of tldc has got to stop or, aside frou my personal rights aud interest, there is
no survival for use That includes 1002 of wy owrk on the Kennedys, I have thousht of
nany oltemutives, I've not been asked for them by those with whom it could muke a difierince,
and you lwd bett - undertohand thet the attimer thing misfired badly, probably backiired,
but that you way, weanwhile, be onc of its vietims. 4f you are, you should then be aaldng m\
yourself about those to whom I addreesed such a warning in September, lad each of th ose of
means not been so intent upon maldng of hims 1f the great hero, we eould have had our ‘
¢reatest success with this Lattdimer thing, Ac it is, we got nothing but minor and really i
noaningleas atiention, nore to build Cyril personally, boefore an audicnce thet is
vithout the means of doing auything with it, witness the veid since then. fou should
elso undeostond that I em sick and tired odf direct and indirect lectures fron tlose
who visnalize themselves as sitting thrones, who sit back and dd little but pontificate,
especially vhen the  are doing no work on the case, by their abiications lenve wiat
amounts to the entire load to me when something likce this happens, and 1 have to lay
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aside what wone of them is deing, work, to carry whet load I ecan, I you disagree,
dongt bother to tell mes I'm beginning to develop some pretlty medgx rigid atuitudes,
I anm aware of i%, and I will decide within the next couple oif weuks vhether to make
thew more rTirid. In the past I have been incapable of ite 1 think maybe now 1 may
not be, Little thinge 1 other.ise might ignore, as 4 have for years, have comc to the
point where they have handicapped effort, and from them I resd more than you can or
perhaps would if you kmew, Understand also that only on the basis of fact and logic
will + consider the opinions of others, .nd when they relate to something like what
we are now into, I may well ignore everything without some accompanying bona fides.
There just ign't time for what & have done here, and I will try to avoid so using it
in +he {uture. sut I think I owe it to you to try and make you understand, including
things or vhich you have shown no awareness and which 1 feel I can't inform you.

Your letter of the 11th is very nice and we do appreciate it, as we do the cnclosiice.
0f you book, I thinic you really want to bu alert to what Tink may do that you may not
detect. le wil. have a considersble compuision to self-jus ilication, and it sy
intluence his arguments about content, ap roaches, etcs, with the presse + have a low
opinion of Iis character, as you know I do of his worke If youtd heard hiu say some
of the things I have, you'd better understand this, I think you should ask him if he
has loaned, given or in any way communicated any of what you have that you think
Lifton didn't, and I think if he gives you less than an unequivocal answer, you
should 4link ruch. ™Mnk is a fairly open crock, and he would have no scruple in
stealing from you as he did fron me, even if' for Lif'ton,.

The tiging of all these things should pet some thought. There is every commerical

reason for the Bishop book, a real bomb, not being serialized, yet it is, in the Fost,
toos After a book is a failure this is rare, and after publication is in itself unusual.

I've no tice for mare. Yhaiks aud best,
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