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Howard- the enclosed and this are in strictest confidence, please

Not until you are here and, should you then desire, go through my Times and Wolff
files will you be able to cvaluate the basic dishonestu of what Jerry has done in'that
part of "his piece, The enclosed is something I threw at him off the top of my head' when
he called, unexpectedly,

He did, rcaladly, admite that he knew I was not responsible for the Wolff footnote,
And he could not explain why he said I was, Nor did he think about it. This is quite
Lmlike him.

He said two other things I will mention. One is®that Sylvia did make one sug estion,
that he shorten the part on FRAME-UP and reduce, the Lolfi thing to aingle sentence in
which he would say only that the Times should have sent the letter to me in advance of
publication, I leave it to you to evaluate this and its effect in the piece if published,
I think you should think about it. But there is a fact you should know: all my notes were
contemporancous and dated, intended for a book DICK DARTNG Iil QI HELLBOX, OR HOW I GOT
RICH IN S5IK HONTHS, The internal dating is not just on the typed dates. It is in the obvious
age of some of the paper, the use of a typewriter long sinee junked, etc. And what I really
wrote Wolff is that as I had told him, the net effect of the order to him to assigm no
reviews of any assassination books (forgotten, way 1 add, as somas the pro-Commission
stuff .ame owi~that was also serialized in the Post) was that all except the firat and
the only underground one would be the only one not reviewed in the Post, that all the
rest would be by syndication, In fact, Epsteing, Mark's and Sylvia's were first-page
reviews in Dook Weck, Wow Book World, Wolff never answered this letter, Lecnard never sent
the ériginal carbon to him of Kaplan or they ignored it, and Wolff's account to Jerry is
identically the same as mine except that Wolff told Jerry the name he did not tell e,
that of Ben Bradlee, You might also form you own evaluation of where cuts might well be
vade, especially as compared with this treatment,

The other thing is typical of Jerry. le said I was crazy to write George Mc illan
the letter I had. I said he really meant that on the basis of what he knew, it seemed
erazy to him, e argued strenuously, only later to retwrn to it and say exactly what I had
begun by saying, He did that voluntarily, and I poigted out how vigorously he had disputed
me only to come to that same conclusion. The point never really got through to him, I asked
him if he had any idea what L might be responding to. He did not. I asked him if I necded
to arm my enemies, were they not practised in inventing enough? He avoided answer. I asked
him could 1 have had objectives and purposes unknwon to him, had he gecn or was he in any
was aware of what HcM had written to which that, without telling Me i had, I was addressing
myself? In all cases, he knew nothing. But he had the inflexible position that I should not
have written the letter. Now I did have objectives Jerry cannot possibly lmow, Me illan,
80 you can understand a collateral oue, has not yet finished his book and he is hung up
on a literary zero. e also is secretly hung up on having had nothing but wealthy wives
while he does not himself produce (not my objective, by the way). llis current one is
Prigecilla Yolmson, Of cgurse, it way turn out that this was not a good letter to write, as
1 told Jerry. But that c™illan might produce it in a confrontation is hardly one. If I
sent you a copy, do you think a proud man dafe? But wha the hell, suppose he does? What
do I produce? Jerry doesn't imow, but he knows all the answers,

As I told you earlier, I am now more convinced that now that a few veople have paid
slight and productionless attention to him, and now that he has written sonething, he
suddenly bomomes, in his own eyes, an important person. “e is getting too bigh for those
britches. I, however, will not again waste the time to remindhim of his real size, Despite
my liking for him. I have too much work to do. If I can give up some of the pleasure of
life for i%t, I can also give up trying to help straighten out a fine Yyoung man who resists

it too much. And, of coursec, I do know that at some point in the future he may have an entirely

difterent view of all of t is and what he did or alumost did,..Another thing he told me I

evaluate other thon he did, Sylvia sent him the current Esquire, which she ackno:ledged is
lifted from FRAME-UP at least in part. He ssgs it is so he can copy it and circulate. But

could I not have read it first? Should I hot have? I was told of it three days ago by a
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