4/21/70

Dear Dick,

writing tie enclosed to howerd was not easy and 1 feel he mey take
it bard, as he should. That was perhaps he will learn. The temptation to show
off to @ men who o him is s=o expert and learned wes, of course, great for one
80 young. My liking for Eoward is undiminished, but I'd never .sve trusted him
o8 1 have if I'd Jnow he wuld tereafter stert communicetion with everyons in
the world, including those who have made themselves my enemies and especially
two who hsve set nbout sustemsticelly stesling whetnver tuey eould,.

e

I take certsin things I have not indicsted from that part Howard 4
has communiceted snd whet I'd known, some of which is in my letter to him. Some £
of them cen be very hurtful to us. Do not underestimste John's ego or its sm
his capabilities, espeelally when he is caught at his dishonesty, which he
will not edmit to himself is dighonesty. One elue I'11 glve you is the possibility

i
he may have his own strange way cof proving, especially to bimself, thut he is B
not dishonest, &

Another cen be reflected by tae possibility be was not dissembling

to iosrd when he indicated ignorsnce of the content of tue books ne allegedly E
read just tie dgy before, ;

If I te1l you no more, 1t is because I went you to reach your own
conclusione, if any, and not to feed what I see 88 possibilities back to e,
I have, I tudnk, given you cnly hints,

:

Do you think John needed e hotel room %o ses Howsrd? Did he go
to Phile for sny resson other thsn to see Howard?

If he was not east for some scientifie gethering or enyother similar
thing, then I would resd more into ull of this. Did he, for exemple, take this
time, spend this money, jiust to see my books, one of which he hed reasd not
less then twice by his own letters, end to see Howard? of course, he may mlso
bave been et the Archives, I'11 leern thet, in time, if he was,

However, tis chief reason for tule leiter is thet * have to take my
wife to town end I want to mail the letter to Howard immecietely. This snd
Skolnick at the seme time are not good. Beceuse of his liking for end respect
for you, he mey write You sbout my letter. If ha does, please assure him of
whet he may went to know; thet I heve told you my liking for him =nd my res-
pect for him and what he hee dGone are undiminished even though I am dissppointed
thet he hes made problems needlessly end after being forewerned. We just cammot
isclate ourselves frem esch other and we cen end muet learn to respect the
confidences of others end to learn not to t-ust those we mow we cennot. You
should reelize thet John wes telling Howsrd nothing tLet wean't known seve tLat
plcture, btut he impressed him with the impression he wss shering secrets and
treeting him ss sn equel. At 16, how could Howsrd not bte overwhelmed? So, you i
see mhy I %0ld him I thought it hest he bave no intercourse with Lifton, where je
he hrs an execellent proepeet of doinz the same wrfong things. One of ths rroblems e
bestowed by & high intelligence snd sn esrned confidence in it is the comcomit- A
tent overconfidence thet often exists. But God, wiet en ewful drain on my
time ard 1life fcr the recent yeers 1%t Los been trying to foreztsll so meny of §*“\\
these things end tien to try and minimize toem! By

Sincerely,

e AR AN T AT —



