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Dear Dick,

As you knov, for I rescted immedistely snd strongly, I think it wss a
great blunder on your psrt tp put Howard in contact with Lifton for any reason.
It wes even more seriously bad judgement when you kmew thst Lifton wes busily
engsged in & rether large and often-succeffful espionsge cempaign ege nst me,
aside from his endless defamations where he dared them, &nd that I trusted
Howard with anytoing he wanted to see.

This business with Nichols is just too much, I'm demned if I'm
going to nave to worry esbout everyone I try to help blabbing what I let him
bhave. I find it simply incredible, frankly, after mhat he saw and ow rheard
here tiat idoward would even see Yohn, for he heard e:ough of a conversetton
last tine he wae here. All the egos who can sccomplish nothing are set on
stealing reputations they so long for end I am worried to beat hsll sbput
the damage to out getting what can be gotten and the endless misuse, which
meen more snd are worse than théft per se.

Whether you or be find me unreasonsble or not, neither my time nor
my nerves cen tolerate this kind of business. If Howard has ANY intercourse
2% all with eny of those wio hsve made themselves my enemies, snd this is neither
accidental nor unwarranted lengusge, then I will have nothing further to do with
bim. Pericd. It is thet simple. In Lifton's case, @s I %told you, be wes &lso
in possession of information exchanged betwaeen éary ond me tost Cery and I =m
cen sttribute to nothing but mail intsrecepilon, for neither of us, in this
perticular cace, gave copiss to anyons else or discussed it with anyore else.
In Jobn's ecase you lmow wihat he has already done, chbpyrighting oud work as his
own being tibe least dishonest of it.

If you do not understand this or if you cennot agree with it, I hope
you can understand this is deedly for my heclth and nos taksn more time then
the writing of several books would have. I welcame neither sacrifice md I regard
the return es herdly worth -the cost. If I have to te selfish, or seem to te,
that will be it. It is tragic that in cvery case thus far I have been right,
end each fime I lovk beek with regrets. I am now at s point where the progress
I have made and the position I sm in will brook no such necdless risks, for nothixg
but effluvia can be the return to those who ceuse the jeoperdy.

I an prepering to become a hermit, We will survive no other way.
If you wonder if this is rea cneble, then I ask you to tell me what g2ingle sdwance
fo either public understanding om our essential kmowledge either John of Lifton
bas mede? Unles you cen siow something of meaning, is it not obvious thet, aside
from sll the otber conelderastions, time s.ent with them is entirely easted snd
8ll of us can out it tc better we?...In Howard's personal interest, thais, in-
evitably, is going to wind up causing a deep trsuma snd currently results in
spreeding him sc thin 1t is ogeinst his immedicte, sslfish intersst. But now I
em thinking of but two things: what I regsrd es the minimum requirement of our
success and that of my henlth and my work, both of which hsve been damaged but
this endless teking of time so much of which has t- be spent drustretins avil
that only too often I slone deteet, the lates.r rase of this bteing Skolniek, where
you slone understood 1% but ca n do nothing. “his is my time thet was wasted, my
narves further jengled. Without exmctly what Howard i= getting into and may hawe
done already without reslizing it, without my initial trust of Mohn, which is
entirely my omm fault, the Yohn situation would not axist as the Skolnick one
in that case wouldn't. For this I got one think thet is now worthless, Skolnick
having ruined that elons with whet I dldn't get from this well-ieening friend,

Hasgtily,



