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Dear Howard,

Wour letter of the 1l4th srrived todey, when I'm piled up with letters
and heve two legel things to get done by the a.m.

Skolnick: @nless you letters have not been reaching you, by no you
know; Howsver, one tbing in your letter is very impcrtant: How did you now the
docs are from CDE 47 | wrong pages)? Is this in any way comnnected with him? IP
this comes from s newspaper aceunt, by 331 means, please meke every sffort to get

it for me. It is urgent.

Panthers: haven't time for complete answer. Xoa% of whet + know is
in COUP II. However, 1 wes so certein there'd be sometning like tae Hampton
murder, in the kind of ellipsis you are by now familisr with, 1t was, in my vay,
foracast in the book before it happened. Regardless of woetler the Isnthers ere
right or wrong, the police are wrong, end tuey reprasent authority and sociaty,
the seme autiority and soclety thet haes for #® 300 yesrs denied ths tlacks thelr
rights while exploiting them. I believe locel police police on the violence sgeinst
the Penthers 1= inspired by Hoover, who hsa slways beted blacks snd long before
you were born was the darling of and concected with tas most reectionary/racist
groups, I do not believe it is within prssibility, to mawer your spaclific gquestion,
that there wes any legitimete police "self defense".

T do not knov xk snough abou: the Panthers to give you the %ind of
opinion you sesk, In my opinion, while they turn ms off in meny waye, including
71th sn experiencs I hed witc toem tie enniversary of %ing s murder, tuey ura,
reslly, interested in self defense, are not really zoing ou® and locking for people
t» shoot, ere $rying to instill raciel pride in tasir pecple and may %21l be the
lesst racist black militent group. I have never hed any diract contsct with toem.

I think you'd find contacting the local leuder a wortishile experisncs, if ne'1l
taks toe time.

To answer your question sbout pelice Wrutality: my persomad sxperience
with this kinf o thing goes back to the 350s, when there wes no question sbout it.
Not only blscks, either, but every minority, like Latins, yellows, etec. I em con=
vinced it is more true todem, wito police concept of minority beving assume?
politicel dimensions slso. Exemple: today tue Arlington County, Ve (eccrose river
from DC) police fired two rookies who went to a pesce demomstretion in Washington
when they were off duty and pullsd their service pistols on end were beating the
demonstrators, They were ssved by DC cops, wio thought them undercever sgents!

It is, unfortunstely, only two true. But do meke meke too wide s geteralization
for prlice are like other, individuels, end tuey sre by no weens all this way.

If I can'% be of much help now, I do usve & large file you can consult

in the future if you preserve the interest. Hurriedly.
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