2/10/70

Dear fowerg,

In 8 letter to you, of which I got 8 copy yesterdey, Dick
referred to Dave Lifton's selling New Orlesans testimony.

If I didn't tell ycu before, es I théught I hed, I went, very
much, to keer tebe on Lifton for seversl reezons, These include thet
be hes mede himself Ty enemy, from the first, ani for ressens not reelly
cleer to me or enyors whe Y¥nows him better, that et best, elthugh wery
bright, he suffers somwe mentsl illness, =2n3 beceuse he ie very dishenest,
poseibly the result of overweening embition.

Dick'z letter we not es inforoetive on thie point ss 1t ccould
heve becns Therefore, I write to ask tost you send me whetever it 1s Dick
referred to, praferably e nbhotocopy. -

I do nnt encourage rou to femilisrize yourself with the
assofted unnpleassentnesses thet are not of immedietoe concern to you, but
with Liftor, I encourage ycu not %o %ell him enything snd to keep Dick
and m# posted, Above e£ll, éno nct let Lifton know you ere e friesnd of
mine, fer them he will =end you nothing.

. He hae done strenge things, lile teking ur the cudgele for
“hornley, sn cmerchist, 1f he holde eny geruine belief, end the one Marine
mote who would frome Osvweld, oné on the basis of no fact or investigetion.
This moy be hie ~icht, btut in tioe course of i% he has invented a whole
fiction about m® =nd hes done mach herm by spreeding it. It is 1likely thet
when Thornley comes tn triel in Mew Orleans frr perfury, tils mey bte his

de fense, thnt I engine~red his troubles. Vhe contrary iz the fsct, but that
is mesningless te hinm sne Lifton. Actuslly, I hope toey do thls, for thast

will provide en opportunity in ~ourt to put en end to it. But such sick people

sre like Medusa's Lead, Tuhere is no end,

Lifton hsa done no origiasl work in arees of your interest. He may

hsve stolen scme &f it. 1 lnow he hes tried %o. I do niot know 4f he nas
succecded.

Tvle cen be 4mportsnt, ec 1 hovwe you cen respond promptly.

Best regerdas,

TR




