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7/28/71

Dear Howard, ;

Your meiling of 27 camwe this a.m. I didn't look at elips, sldmed lottors, because
I vas trying to rite on a mch-interrupted day. In fact, each day beglns with a major
interruption, vhat for ne is a long, brisk walk up the mountain, Dogt Torced me to cut back
on the distance, whihe I'm attempting to compensste for with spoed, hence exertion. But it
is a nccessary and not really unwelcome interrupiion,

Dick's letter: my anuwer to the one to you should suffice, .

Threat? if you've secn so little of the potential, I think you should forget. Unless
you want the copy, give Dick enough time to ask and then return, L ray enlist other aid.

To me and virtuslly all others I've consulted, therc is a quite explicit threats va licG,
Tow guestions are firgt, whether it is sntended scriously (and if so, whether an effort
will be pade to implemeny, and I thin. the chances are againet ity and what else is lhidden
] by a well-trained if sick mind,

i To agree with your 7/26 would persuade me to quit. You arc suyin; we arc waoting oub
tine, If nothing else, try and recall the fable of Bruce. Or, consider the alternative "

A abdication, ‘

‘Little-Brown, unles: change in ovnership weiglis against, you might not be wnder as
biz a handieap as you think. Their senior editor wanted to do WW but there was a negetive
policy decision,

Your comient on the writing is, as you say, not unique, What iy lacking is a solution,
“t4 is no problem to consider academic problenms in a vacuum, but that does not begin to
appraoch the limited alternatives, I also find that wherc people offer to edit, they a) do
little; b) do nothings ¢) take too long, It has beun two months since I gent the coupleted
chapters of A0 to the west coast and they are not back. So, all that Jazz is good prof,
but nake a fow meaningful suggestions, ke telling mo who will write the perhaps half-
dozen books I've got researched, if only for a historical record, if' 1 do not do them. And
how much time I have, And how much longer I cun live this way. 4nd what difference it :ade
when two of my books were reprinted, but not a single word was changed. Ur whether the
professional editing the last one got really was an improvement, It is easy to sit back,
take things out of context, and rontificate a bit, perhaps spealing nothing but truth, But
what + need is a sug estion about the feasible, not the academic,

One.of th. paradoxes is that with tho rather large fanmeil I've had, only the
critics or the buffs claim I am not understood. There is too much tersencss soactines, which
is one way of packing more in, And there without doubt are other flaws, But people do not
write books on this subject to entertain, nor are thoy bought for fun, To date what I'd
had to consider completed is retyped rough drafts. I wish I could se: an alternative,

Your 22: those are mot the only picture to mysteriously disap.ear. We should be
getting usud to it. You should do a spoelfic memo on it, giving it what diste. you thinl,

I sug est strongly limited,

Iz it reasongble to ddress the possibility of Nizon's lave trouble, like a few
potshota, on the basic of resson as you see things and not a- those who Just might be
tempted mdght? There was conjecture iTon the suacking of the first pingpong ball, I'll
read the arteile on the "louk"™ when I ean. You are quite right on lixon as a copier. Add
also an improviser, I've rocently held forth at gregt length on this to a distant friend of
oy agee

Not:s eiting pages PP very helpful, £y the time I will be able to resume that writing,
much of this will be out of mind, I'll put them in a copy or the working file I've started,

Pix.: I can t answer quu:tions, liy subsequent le.ter should have clarified what
may have been no more than a rdoidentification by k3. But the shape of the edges mekes it
secn not like a collar , and the surplus material also seems to pake that uhlilkely,
liateh, 1've heard nothing since writing,
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