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Deay Howard,

Helet 15, the Times stuff adds but unessential details to what we already knew,
agreed, esp. as you'll see in gping ovee my files, Hud I been called upon to write this
fect as a novel, if would have been simples I've nit yet seen the originals, haven't
had time to read the Post's reporting of them, thus know only the little I've heard oh
radio and 1V, and have spent less time at that thab ordinardly I would because of the
suit and the dimivishing housekecping responaibilities as Idl makes good lmprovemont.
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I disagree with your suspiclon, that the Nixom edministratlon leaked it. I aldo
dide_t believe this before Zion edged out frem under his rock (maldng me wonder much
gbout him). L feel that it was an anti-war thing, but that the Nixon finks decided %o
pake the most of it. Tima they delayed doing anything for at least three days (and they
could have kuown before it began to appear), and then suddenly started hollering
"nitional security", In this manner, they can have Yoknson take the rap for Nixon's
inability to do anylhing slgnifivant about the war end still campaign egainet the presa,
IThey disjike the Times especially. But whether or not they can cause any punishment to
the Times as a matter of law, by the time they have finished with all these court things
they will have thoroughly intimid:ted the press by a simple means$ the coat of defending
whatewer they do. The Times cna (and should ) win while losing a fortune. Most business
have a very senmitive pocketbook nerve.

There may be some side benefitse I think the major media are beginning to kang together
better, There are things that have not swrfece. One of the most major has steadfastly
refusee th air me in eny way, but has arrvanged—and it was not my idea~for me to gee their
laviyer on such uatters, NBC, wit. .oub publicity, bhas hired a lawyer to file a briel
amicus curiae in the Caldwell case, tlw black NYTimes Sen Francisco reporter who refused
i to tell what he learned about the Penthers. Two yesrs ago this would not have happensd,
CBB's Selant, a fink if there ever was one, ia standiug behind Rather, who has been very
% moderate in his reporting the WH finds uncongenial. All good signs, if late in coming,.

# ind I fear that the press will, in the end, buckle.

I have read the clips, Thanks. Yo tdms for coment nowe It is tiwe to be a Lousefran
eFina
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