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9/13/10
Dear uowsrd,

When, without monotony (woetaner or not with joy)one does tue ssme
toing deily, toe deys ueve s way of slipping ny uncountad and unnoted. It is,
or seems, so sbort a time since you were uere, just out of nign scuool, snd now
toe glories of college are upon you. XImed day, esnon, wam tus gears uave sll
mesaed end been gressed, will tend to slip spe-dily pest you, ton. I nope you
will te able to slow tuem so tust each new exverience, eacn fresi observation,
sach tiny stretcuing of toe mind, will te the delignt, toe exiiliretion it cen be.
Do not bte as pre-occupied wito your own study ol toe sssas=instisa ss I tuink
you mey teni to be. I am not suggeating tust you sbsndon it, nor sm I suszerasting
sny reductlon in your interest. 1 am, nowever, stronsly encoursging you not to
let it dominste your college life. These are vrecious years for you, snd you must
not only let taem be, you must enjoy them with e bearty lust. By now you know #ust
toerz is no megic wand we can wave to bringforth beth truth snd understanding of
it, snd you also know the story of the ssssssinstion i= woven into » much krozder
fstric, Onme must see toe entire fsbrie, tie whola psttern, es well as tae indivi-
dusl toresds. Tasse sre, in o sense, tuose in waich you can reslly lesrn toe
ert of the wesver ss well es th: science of weaving, tus years in waim you csn
btest come to understend the pettern snd from tuis lesrning mske your own contri-
butions to the design and the metnod thet much better. Do not subordinste cpror-
tunity to preoeccupation, for emong tuose toings tost will thersfrom suffer ta
the coerisned preoccupetion.

Toe consequences of the ssssszinstion are, toﬁay, much mere sirnificant
tusn tue fact of it. Fsilure to undersstnd tule iz to- most serious inoibitien
those wan Lsve sought truth without finding significant facets of it suffér. It is
neitaer lack of intelligence nor lsck «f application. Thet thek is context, end
thet denies them understsnding. So, in urging you to revel in toe plessures of
scholership end its concommitents ss you now cen, I am slso urging you to become
better equ-pped to do whst you so went to do.

. In this hesty mixing of metafors, I sscure you there is & tide in the
ef’airs of men, It rises and falls, sz independently of individusls ss were toe
eeee of Cenute., So, we mast do whaet we cen to bave the ship reedy for toe swell
upon wiich 1% cen be launched. For scme, the younger, thls mesna learning more
ebout tue building of suips, so to speak. From en.impetient lifetime I tell you
petience is required end euncoursge you to prepare rather tasn to be impetient.
Toere is @ hornets nest on tae edge of the roof where tie porch meets tae living
room. It wes well sterted before L noticed it. Tne nignt I first sew it, becsuse
of tue respect in waicu L nold noranets (toey earned it!), I geve taem three dozes
af a especisl spray, designed expressly for hornets. They dafted tnelr nsture by
swerming out at me, fortunately siming for toe flashli-ht inetesd of thehsnd that
beld it. On following nights T tried three otier sperys, not one nf which $and 8ll
sre supposed to) kille: tuem. So, we trest thet nest as Csesar, yieldinz to %
wost ite uninvited tensnts regerd ss toesirs, and tbis winter I will diepose of

it without benefit of chemicels, by simply smeshingz 1t when ites tenents ere dormasnt.

And do you know, slthough I cen react violently to tueir sting, they trouble me
not s bit end I do everytuing I otherwise would, save, perhaps, plsnting s few
extrs blooms immedistely under them. But there are slresdy so meny bléoms, I do
not mise these.
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Witnout taking tue time to taink it tarougn clearly, whet I am trying
to lesd you to understend is toet the best wey you cen serve y~ur interest in the

assassinetion is to malke taetest poseible use of yrur college yesrs, This will not
reaquire tust you sbsndon you wrrk, either tus incuiry or the writing. And both
will be the tetter for 1t if ynu can dp 22'l urge.

1 Dave btesn dervly immersed in the Rey/fng sevect of myx work, f£rxzk
first going over tue editing and then editing ths editer, which wse not plesssnt,
beceuse his style is opposite mine snd not congenisl to & free-swinging manner,"
which 1= mine, He is scholerly end preclise, where precision i: de trop, insisting
upon it. 1 bave come to ¥now tais man througn only o hesty cuecking on waat e
dfif, end I tuink, sltucugh he gsve me deen snxjeties, tnet he is & fine man. E
lock forwerd to his coming in ten days or so. yplcelly, it hes been delayed.

“e seems to- be coming to my point of view on elmost everything tast wes in
diepute, end I nad elreedy decided that 1f ne aid not, there would be no dispute,
for the importent tning is getting toe book out, not any particular phrasiing
or rarsgreph. However, I've slso aad to be nursemsiding Bud, esnd it 1is no eesy h
thing to disper s father, “eis off on .an ego lkick, snd tost in itself is a8 grest
dsnger. “obody ever lets himself ¥now when he ie on suca & bent, o the task of
coping witn it 1is not simple. Or plessent. 4n4 tae hell of it is thet, where I
thougnt I eould go on tm other things, I dare not, for the blind ses not. The
real vroblem here is not to blow tne best taing we Dave, It is"gond, it is solid,
it i= irrefutsble sand it presents our first real opvortunity teo use tae kind of
intellectual judo with whicn we can exert s fnrce we ordinerily do not aeve. You'd
be surorised how hard it i= tn keen him encentrating on tast single fulerum.

1 ned ¢t~ finisn up = study of meterisl ne nad been dsnying me so tust
1 can be in = position to tell bim wuet be didn't understand wom tae occasion
comes, toaus L did not respond t» your 9/% wuen it came. I've now done tust end can
return tue pepers. Incredibly, they told tue most sensationsl clue everyone uas
missed, end there uss tesn no gesrch, It ie something tde most cseusl reeding of
COUP II would nave told snyons to look for, end 1t is toere end unnoted. Byt, until
I sm sure tue hsllucigen is out of nis aystem, 1 dere not tell oim. And now well
{ know, regsrdless of now immobile hies fsce will be, how it will vain him to know
tdet in monthe tost ne snd otuers have been poring over thess pspers, toey didn't
ses wnat tuey should hsve at first glesnce. I mede my snslysis waile making the
first resding. I saw what others did not not befeusa I am more intelligent, but
beceuse 1 do not weer their blinders. This is sprorpriste to how * begen tois letter.
Meenwiile, crepping eway precious time and weeting precious funds he dess not asve
to bosrd, Bud hss yet to give s legsl resding to tae drefts of tue other suits snd
he bnes kert & trigot and intelligent young lew graduste who could do it so busy
doing whst De should te doing insteed of westling ois time that this fellow slso
cen't find tne time to do tast job, waich is more importsnt tlen eny of toe tomfool-
ery in wolch Bud 1s engsged, evsn if it were not tomfodlery,

Lifton, to wiom you refer, aes just lost two of 0is most stalwert
supporters by a8 simple sccident: tuey met snd got to telking., One will now b: en
implaceble enemy. he hes teen conning Sylvis end dgry, end Sylvis went to visit
4gry. It ie tost simple. Mary's visit nere was delayed by 1t. 3he wee bere for only
the holiday weekend. I do not suggest Dave 1= lying when he ssys one ricture is
missing, but 1 do suggest 1t would be well tn e elert to taat picture, for if he
toinks he sees enytuing significent in it, he'll seek to hide 1t, Le alsc sees

wost 1oes not exist. cave you sny idea wion night bte doing thetending down 1n thek
later slide?

If Hoch sends you e copy of his "etudy” »ith Alverez and you respond,
plesse send me e copy, Ve face great problems there. I do not give you detaile so
rhst your ~wn thinking ¥ill be ouite independent, tut I've finished my cwm anslyeis

end sent it to nim so faer without Teésponse. Enjoy, enjoy,



