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1 Aug 70
Dear Howard (oo Weisberg)

I'1l be away from Kingston during next week, so don't
expeot replies to letters that you have sent recently, Liore
eagy times: my sister and family are coming up and vie are
gteying at a lake cottoge mext to them for the week,., There
will be some Tishing and continued work in brushing off the
rough edges of my thesis for final presentation, This letter
ig largely in reply to material in your recent letters.

Front-neck wound: Reconsidering what I have sald, I think
the only vulnerable point is Bemnett's report. I do not, however,
conslder it very vulnerable, for I think it reflects the Ifact
that B saw JFK wounded in the back, It is important to remember
that B wrote that report before anybody knew there was a back
wound, It is virtually impossible that B reported an imaginary
happening that later turned out to be true. He did, after all,
fairly acourately describe tne location of the wound as 5 (7)
inches down from the collar, That acouracy and the knowledge
that he reported before there was any lknowledge of the back
wound 1s sufficient to convince me that he actually saw mxhak
what he thought he saw.

I think the evidence is sufficent that JFK was wounded
tefore %202, The question is, where? If you wish to assert
that it might have besen in the back, then you must discredit
the assertion that B saw JFK at the moment of baok wounding.

If you cammot satisfactorally disoredit that, then you nust
conelude that the first shot hit the front of the neck.

Further on lirs, li'a desceription of JiK's facial expression.
She implied 1t was unusual and that it did not materially change
during the time she was lookirg &t him, If he was weumEmdix
first wounded after 2202, 1 thirk there would have been con-
siderable change of expression, especlially if this wounding
caused the very peiniul damege to mmmE intermul neck and trachea,
L doubt whether the sound of guunshot alomne would have caused
very unusual facial expression (especlally since guch noise
was confused with normal moioroycle backfire), and I don't
think that nolse alone can asccount for the unusual movement of
JFK right arm beginning about 4198,

rhotos: I1I'll await zumitwrxsa prints and slides from you.
when I get them, I'1ll make s8llde coples for the three of us,
and will make extra 1f 1 have the ocash at the time.

Bbothun/Altgens: I would have to see ithe pictures in guestion
before L admit %o Deing wrong in identification of photographers.
Bothun is fat, kind of pear shaped; iltgens thin, Bothun is
vigible standing behind sltgens in 4 £ilm,

S0B Jack Xennedy sign: I would not take Sprague's word on
what the sign says, 1 have seen the ploture in question, and
an enlargement of the man with the sign. I could not read the
sign., I can't say that Sprague is wrong, but I think you should
see his pieture before you begin thinking that he uey be richt,
In many ways and on many days Spregue sees whet he wents to see.
1 previously tended to trust his observation, if not his Jjudsment,
but now I trust neither,

farls iMatoh recent did a plece reviewing some of Spragues!
C & & artiole, It was a dreadfully inacurate account of what

was dreadful to begin with. I sent Sprague a ¢lose paraphrase

translation of it, Did not meke a copy, 2s it i3 useless.
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Rembler sta-wagon: I think it useful to note the presence
of this car waere %i appears. 1t 1s et least some corroboratiom
for Cralg and others re this car,

Srennan: Your observation is excellent., anytihing you
can get disorediting this awful man is worthwhile. There is
already mush, but what you udd stands with the best.

Laock measurenents: I really fall to see what you hope
to prove that coxmot be proved by better means. 1 reserve
judgnent until I see all that you have done, but my initial
impression is that you wre wasting time that you cannot afford
to waste, You are working with whole sets of indefinites, and
cannot reasonadly expect to achieve definite results. Wnat
results you do schieve cannot be more sugrestive thah what
has &lready been deterdined by other mesus,

gredit: The proper way of crediting unpublished writing
is to unolude the word "unpublished” after the reference to
author and title. ..., Harold Weisberg, rost-iiortem: Supnressed
Kennedy .utopsy ( unpublished; @ 1969), p. 92. oome other forms
are suiteble, tod, but I think that one is ull right.

Use of corresvondence: I doubt whether you could be stopped
from (uoting from correspondence, but I would check wiih & copy-
risht lawyer to be sure. 1 don't ithink there woulld be any
hindrance to paraphrasing letters. best to see a lawjer.

uaybe the best thing is to ¢o ahead and do it as you like.
If you get a publisher, the publisner will have the book checked
for such things.

L0 innocence: To me, there is no more importunt objective
than To lay reasonable grounds for believing that (iU 1s innccent
of shooting., The bebter if you can prove it. Do not look upon
this as sour grapes} if you are disconcerted about having revised
you original opinions re the shooting as a whole, If this can
be proved] that 30 did not shoot) convineingly enou¢h to gain
widespread aocceptance, then the thousand other spiders wili emerge
from the walls. It is a key issue. lany people compacently accept
that there was & conspiracy with LHO os one of the shoolers, The
situation would be unbearable for the govermment without [I0. They
absolutely must have him.

spaeing of tyve: By ell means use double spaces and leave
ample marging-- plenty of room for corrections and comments.
Consider the comfort and convenience of your vnrospective publisher,

Have to stop. Vill write after next week.

Harold: Got another letter to Skolnick off asking for nemes.,.
3y info re Jerry Hay is the ssme as yours, Gary gets
Thunderbolt, so he may have something of infterest....
1 can't remember asking you: did you see True,april 19707
Goncerning Cili, Mafia, and Halti, It names people we
Jmow: e.8., Bob Brown, H.K. Duvis, Kolby, and many others,
If you don't have it, ask me to send it.

Vick



