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US. Called Clean on Diem

By Norman Kempster
- -Washington Star Staff Wntcr I

Senate CIA mvestxgators ‘

have conclided there was ;
no direct American invalve--

-ment in the ‘urder of for-:
mer South -Vietnamese .
President Ngo Dinh Diem .

.mony which the committee~: '~ Kennedy’s national. se-

‘after his overthrow, Sen.
John Tower, R-Tek ., ‘said
‘yesterday, % .

“There was. no direct
:American invplvement in
,the‘ assassmatlon ”. Tower
“said. Amencan mvolve-

ment was ‘specifially reJect- -

: ed at high levels,
“Towér spoke'to reporters
after the Senate select intel-

Tigence’ committee - ques--

‘tioned CIA Director William
“B. Colby for more than two_
hours aboqt the 1963 kxlhng
of Diem. -

*The l]awmakers. also ques-

tioned:Lucien Conein, a Sai-

gon operative of the CIA at
‘the time of the Dlem over-
throw. Conein- is ‘now an
official of the Drug En-
forcement Administration.
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-TOWER SAID CQNEIN .the chain of command tpat

‘ and Colby *‘covered essen- approved CIA assassmatmn
_tially the same ground” al- .plots. The committee yes-

', though Conein provided terday announced a witness

’greater detail on actual
“events in Saigon;": ;

Tower dlscussed only the
broad outline of the testi-’

‘héard behind closed doars,’
‘ower' talked ‘to: reporters

.- D-Idglio, 'who -
chore, was out.of the city.

" 'The " Pentagon Papers
made 1t clear that the ‘U.S."

government “backed the’

coup, .but ‘Tower said that:
‘although American officials
were aware of the coup,
they took no partinit, -
**The " United States held '
dloof on’it...but regardless
of . whether the United
States had taken an active -
part in it or not, the coup
would have taken place ”

. Tower said.

CHURCH HAS SAID the
committee is trying to learn

ecause ' Chairman Frank-
/Church;’
“usually handles ‘the bnefmg

list for next week that'{s

“-heavily loaded with. fordier

officials of the Kennedy
administration.

feurity adviser, McGeorge
Bundy. ‘anid’'deputy defense
secretary, Roswell Gilpa-
.tric, were called for Mon-

-day. On: Wednesday, the

‘committee will question
’le[tam Harvey; former
“chief -of ‘CIA clandestine
operahons ‘and Walt Ros-
“tow; Bundy's deputy and
later successor as national

_gecurity adviser, ... . -

"Scheduled for Thursday
are -former Secretary of
,Stdate Dean Rusk and Gen.
'Maxwell Taylor,. former
chairman " of the - Jomt
Chiefs of Staff. - .

Former Defense Secre-

-tary ~Robert ‘McNamara

- was scheduled to appear’

Fnday



